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Dear Bridge Friends,

It is a great honor and pleasure for me to
welcome you at the 48th International Bridge
Festival in Tel Aviv.

| especially want to extend a warm welcome
to our overseas guests. Bridge is a truly
international sport. International festivals and
competitions are wonderful opportunities for
players from different countries and cultures
to mingle and get to know each other. While at
the table there may be competition, away from
the table there is friendship and understanding
among us.

As in previous years, we are very happy to
host some world-class players in this festival,
as well. | wish you all a lot of success in your
endeavors here in Tel Aviv. May the best win,
but more importantly, | wish you an enjoyable
and memorable festival.

Yours Sincerely,
Eitan Levy
IBF President.
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 48th Tel Aviv Bridge Festival!

As in each February, we gather once again for our
traditional annual celebration of bridge, dedicating
the time to our beloved game.

We expect wide-ranging participation in this
festival, including many world-class overseas
players and two international tournament directors
from Italy and Poland.

Our festival includes special events featuring
bridge clubs, pupils’ instructive games and above
all children learning bridge, the future of our game.
This is an opportunity to thank our coordinator
Moshiko Meyuchas, and of course all the teachers
who work within the IBF, for their dedicated work
to promote future generations of bridge players.
Since 2010, the IBF has entrusted the organization
of the Festival to Assaf Lengy. | have no doubts
that together with our dedicated staff he will do
his best to provide you with an enjoyable festival
of extremely high quality. In this respect | should
mention that festival activities are updated and
refreshed every year. As in the 2013 edition, the
festival will last for seven intensive days. We hope
for a large number of participants.

The organizers have done everything possible to
ensure higher quality of food and more reasonable
prices in the Festival area.

We expect you to maintain a pleasant and
sportsmanlike atmosphere around the tables. We
hope that this festival is going to be very exciting.
May all of you have a lot of fun!

Yours truly,
Modi Kenigsberg
IBF Chairman
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Dear Friends,

| proudly invite you to take part in the 48"
International Bridge Festival and participate
in the various competitions together with
thousands of members of the Israel Bridge
Federation, as well as our guests from abroad,
players and tournament directors of world class.
This year's festival will also last for only seven
days, but those include a wide variety of pair
and team events. Our aim when designing and
building the program was: maximal sporting
action with a lot of fun and tension!

This festival enables you to take part in
one-session morning events and also in
multi-session events with an internationally
established format, putting our festival in
the same level of the most successful bridge
festivals over the world.

Your level does not matter, because our festival
provides both prestigious tournaments for
highly-ranked players and special tournaments
for the less experienced ones, such as The
Festival Championship for Lower Titles and
The Handicap Pairs Event.

In my view, one of the most moving events in the
festival, which we insist on having each year, is
The Tuesday Morning Children Tournament
with the participation of about 600 young
bridge players! | happily invite all of you to
come and watch one of the most colorful and
beautiful events in our bridge calendar.

| take this opportunity to encourage you to
commemorate the beautiful moments of this
event by taking photos and sharing them with
your friends all over the social media. Thus we
can show the general public what a party they
are missing ©. | also invite you, if you haven't
done this before, to join the Facebook page of
The Israel Bridge Federation.

Let us all have a fascinating festival with a
unique bridge experience which will leave us
looking for more in the next festival.

Yours Truly,
Gilad Ofir
National Sportive Captain, IBF
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Board 17, Dealer North, Vul None

& K984
v 93
¢+ QJI986
& Q6
& J5 - & Q32
v ATS v KQJ862
¢ KT532 ¢ -
& T85 - & A942
& AT76
v 74
¢ A74
& KJ73
Adi Asulin Hila Levy
Pass 1v Dbl
29 24 4v All Pass

Passive or active? In order to answer this eternal
question correctly one has to analyze the bidding.
North’s free bid promised some points. Therefore
the opponents have bid a thin game, in need of
ruffs to succeed. At the other table the English
defenders thoughtlessly cashed two rounds of
spades, allowing the game to roll home on a cross-
ruff, but Hila Levy did much better, leading a trump.
Her partner took the #J with the #K and led another
trump through. Declarer had to ruff his third spade,
and in the end he lost three club tricks for down two.
In the following hand Amir Etzion took advantage
of a defensive slip to make a tough game.

Board 6, Dealer East, Vul E/W

& T74

v J8

¢ Q6432

& JT8
& AQ95 & K8
v T43 v A52
¢ 97 ¢ AJTS
% AK96 % 7543

& J632

¥ KQ976

¢ K5

& Q2
West North East South

Ami Zamir Amir Etzion
1e Dbl

RDb Pass Pass 1v
Pass Pass INT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

For some reason the Scottish South doubled
instead of bidding a simple 1v¥, but it didn’t matter
regarding the final contract. The opening lead was
a heart. Amir ducked twice. Upon winning the YA
he ducked a club to North and took the diamond
return with the ace. Three club winners forced
South to discard his two heart winners to keep the
spade guard.

However, even with the threat of hearts removed,
declarer looked in trouble, since he had only eight
tricks. Trick 9 was a diamond won by South’s king
(the fourth trick for the defense). He continued a
small spade perforce and North became careless,
playing an automatic “3™ hand high”. He had to
keep his T to beat the contract!

It was not hard to place the #J, considering South’s
bidding and discards, and a finesse toward the 49
at Trick 11 brought home the contract.

Finally, here is the third Israeli Youngster pair
showing their skills in the slam department.

Board 19, Dealer South, Vul E/W

o AT943
v AKQ
+ AQ63
P
& 185 & Q762
v J8543 v2
+ T2 + J97
* J75 & QT986
& K
v T976
+ K854
& AK32

Lior Urman Oren Toledano

1e

Pass 1e Pass 2%

Pass 29y Pass 3v

Pass 4¢ Pass 4a

Pass 4ANT Pass 5v

Pass 74 All Pass

Lior Urman used 4™"-suit-Forcing. Oren

Toledano’s first three bids indicated at most a
singleton spade, so North could infer from the 44
cuebid that it was the king, a useful card indeed
as it helped declarer set up North’s long suit using
two ruffs, ensuring the grand slam as long as there
were no hostile breaks.



ISRAELI JUNIORS
CONTINUE TO
IMPRESS

Ram Soffer

In the 2011 European Youth Championship in
Albena, Israel took 1t place in the Junior (Under
25) series and 2™ place in the Youngster (Under
20) series. Two years later, in Wroclaw 2013
the two much-changed (as several players have
crossed the age limit) Israeli teams again finished
among the medal winners in both competitions.
The Junior team boasted two members of the
2012 Israeli Open team, 24-year-olds Dror Padon
and Lotan Fisher, but in the following hand it was
Fisher’s partner who stole the show:

Board 8, Dealer West, Vul None

& AQT87
v J98
¢ KJ65
&T
&3 & J9652
¥ T65 v AK32
¢ T72 W = ¢ A3
& K75432 S & Q6
& K4
v Q74
¢+ Q984
& AJ98
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Gal Gerstner Lotan Fisher
Pass 1e Pass INT
Pass 2¢ Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

The German North/South pair duly bid its way to
3NT using the forcing 1NT response. A club lead
looked automatic, but Gal Gerstner knew that
South’s bidding indicated some length in clubs.
This, together with the weakness of his club spots
and lack of side-entries, was enough to convince
him that a club lead would be useless.

The ¥6 turned out to be the killing lead. The

defenders quickly took 3 heart trick plus the ¢A.
Declarer had eight sure tricks, but ouldn’t reach
his ninth, as East guarded spades and West took
care of clubs.

In the following hand, taken from the match against
Turkey, Moshe Meyouhas and Dror Padon
impressively bid a vulnerable thin game, doubled
and made.

Board 2, Dealer East, Vul N/S

& 987432
v K974
¢ 4
& Q6
& KQ a5
v A62 v QJTS
¢ KJ93 ¢ T6
& AK&4 & JT9732
& AJT6
v 83
¢ AQ8752
&5
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Dror Padon Moshe Meyouhas
Pass 1e
Dbl 1e 248 24
3% 3e Pass 4a
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

West was bidding rather cautiously with 20 HCP,
but when his vulnerable opponents bid a game
(after a “non-inviting” 34 bid), he couldn’t resist
doubling.

Of course, it was a reasonable decision by South,
whose distributional power was not fully shown by
the 24 rebid. North/South have only 16 HCPs, but
in fact even the #Q was not necessary to make
the game. Declarer didn’t have a hard time playing
a heart to the king, laying down the spade ace
and disposing of his remaining losers by way of a
cross-ruff.

These two hands, among many others, helped
our Junior team overcome a disastrous start,
consistently move up the ranking and reach the
winner’s podium by the end.

Meanwhile, our Youngsters team was doing very
well despite the fact that four out of the six players
were making their international debut.

Our most experienced pair were the girls Adi
Asulin-Hila Levy. In the following hand from the
match against England, a strong opening lead left
the declarer no chance.
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