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West North East South A
1v 44 5v
S5e Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass
- J

This is my favorite bidding sequence. While
in the previous deal the key was to let the
opponents play, in this case those pairs who
didn’t venture into the five-level got bad results.

Some players would open North’s hand with
a two-suited weak two hearts bid. In my
opinion he may open one heart according to
the “Rule of Twenty”. Every East player would
bid four spades in such vulnerability, and in
my humble opinion, South cannot ignore his
heart fit. Yet in the Premier League East was
allowed to play at the four-level at 5 out of 12
tables. In three cases the defense was not up

to the mark as well, and East made his game
contract.

In contrast, at four tables North played in five
hearts or five hearts doubled, always making,
sometimes with two overtricks (actually all of
them could make those overtricks since clubs
break 3-3 and East cannot lead a diamond).

In my opinion, West may well bid five spades
over five hearts. There was only one match
where the bidding actually got beyond five
hearts. Moshiko Meyouhas — Gilad Ofir were
one down in five spades doubled, beating
Shahar Zack — Ariel Braunstein who were
two down in six spades doubled by 5 IMPs.
In both cases the defense wasn’t optimal.
The winning defense, #A followed by a switch
to hearts, does not seem too difficult, but of
course it is not easy for South to fathom the
diamonds distribution.
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Ram Soffer //

The Premier League is our strongest domestic
tournament (together with the National Team
Trials), involving most of the top players and
pairs, including some top women and junior
pairs. The 2022-23 season has just ended. |
selected two contrasting hands from the 8®
round of the Round-Robin stage, featuring
tough competitive decisions.

Board 4. Dealer West, Vul All

& K8532
¥ 53
¢ A652
& A9
& AT94 N & J6
¥ Q96 ¥ 764
¢ KQuo4 \\4 E ¢ 8
S 2 S & KQJT843
& Q7
¥ AKJT2
¢ T73
& 765
West North East South
1¢ 14 ?

East has to show his clubs — no expert would
consider Passing here. If East-West play
two clubs as non-forcing, this is a simple
solution. The most standard bid is three clubs,
even though some pairs can't use it, having
assigned a different meaning to this call. In
addition, some famous theoreticians advocate
the use of transfer bids by Responder in

2023 ININ29 234 |1'913

Israeli Team Championship -
Premier League

competition. According to such methods, East
may bid 1NT as a transfer to clubs. What about
South? He would love to bid 2¥ in response
to his partner's overcall, but a preemptive 3%
bid by East would put him in an uncomfortable
situation. Probably he would bid three hearts
and go overboard. However, if East lets him
bid 2¥ and bids 3# later. North-South, having
shown their hands, should let the opponents
play three clubs.

In the Israeli Premier League, every table
produced a minus score for the pair who
played the hand! Three clubs by East went two
down in several tables, while the five North-
South pairs who bid over three clubs suffered
a similar fate.

The conclusion is straightforward: an
immediate 3# bid is the best for East-West,
as it puts the opponents under pressure and
decreases the likelihood that East would
actually have to play that bad contract ®.

Board 5. Dealer North, Vul N/S

Q -

¥ AQ874
¢ T2

& KT8653

& AKJ98543
¥ J6

E

& J42

o 76 N

¥5
¢ AK87643 '

& Q97 S

& QT2
® KT932
¢ QJ95

& A



