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in clubs and hearts. She had to find a way of
removing the diamond king from the table
before clubs were established.

Leading the diamond jack would not be up to
the task, since South would have won the trick
with his diamond ace and continued to draw
trumps.

Rixi found the brilliant play of the leading the
diamond four at trick five!

Declarer had no answer. Had he played the
diamond ace and continued trumps, Benito
would have won his spade ace and continued
a small diamond (this is why it was so important

O
Nxi TNl

to keep the diamond jack). Actually, declarer
tried the diamond seven, but Benito's diamond
nine removed the vital entry from dummy, and
the contract could no longer be made.

The beauty of this hand is due to the fact that
it goes against the grain to lead small from a
doubleton. For most bridge players, leading
high from a doubleton has become such a
strong habit, to the extent that they would not
even consider any other option. However,
every bridge rule has an exception, and
the best players excel at discovering those
exceptions.
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Each Other

/7 Ram Soffer

In this article | am going to show a great hand,
played more than fifty years ago. The following
deal was played in a Mixed Pairs tournament
in Cannes, 1972.

Dealer East, Vul All

& J6

¥ 85

4 K865
& AK943

o 73
® KQT963
¢ M4

& QIT

& AQ2 N
¥ J72

¢ Q932

\YY E
& 872 S

& KT9854
¥ A4
¢ AT7

& 65

Should North/South bid a game with their
22 combined HCP? In our table they did so.
In fact, they were rather pushed there by an
aggressive preempt:

West North East South
3y 3a
Pass 4a All Pass

What do you think about North/South's
prospects of making 447 | would say that in a
normal day, against average defenders, their
prospects would be quite good.

However, atthis table they were playing against
two bridge legends, who were by no means

2024 NI 245 |

When Two Bridge Legends Partner

a regular partnership. During the 1960s and
1970s, Benito Garozzo (West) was winning
world title after world title with the famous
Italian Blue Team. In this mixed pairs event
he was playing with Rixi Markus (East), the
foremost woman player at that time (actually
they used to call them ladies at 1972).

By the way, the development of the play
showed that even at that time, female bridge
was by no means inferior to male bridge. &

Probably the partnership was not playing
Weak Two openings, but this did not hamper
Rixi from opening the bidding. She just bid
"one more" and opened three hearts, long
before such aggressive tactics were being
advocated by such authors as Marty Bergen
and Larry Cohen.

This forced South into a slight overbid of three
spades, resulting in an optimistic contract of
four spades.

Benito led his partner's suit (v2) and Rixi's
queen was captured with South's ace.
Declarer entered dummy with the club ace and
ran his spade jack to Benito's queen. A heart
continuation was won by East's king, and the
critical moment was reached. The defense
needed two more tricks. One of them was
readily available (the spade ace), but East/
West needed to establish a diamond trick and
prevent a diamond discard on dummy's strong
clubs.

The winning defense is not so easy to see,
even with open cards.

Benito led the ¥2 and followed up with a count
signal when declarer played clubs, so Rixi
knew that declarer started with two doubletons
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