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If West (naturally) keeps his diamond king.
Declarer plays a diamond towards dummy. If
West plays the king in the first round, declarer
lets him win. Otherwise, declarer wins the ace
and ducks a diamond. Either way declarer
manages to avoid giving the lead to East (the
dangerous hand), making the rest of the tricks
while the defenders cannot win any more
spade tricks.

However, Radu’s brilliant discard prevented
this scenario. Now in order to develop the
diamond suit, declarer must concede the lead
to East and go down in 3NT.

Admittedly, Radu’s opportunity to shine arose
due to an error by South. It was quite clear
from the bidding that East started with (at
least) five spades, so the second spade hold-
up was unnecessary. Had declarer won his
spade ace at trick two and continued diamonds
as described above, the defense would have
been powerless.

However, bridge is a game of errors. A strong
player should at all times be alert and ready to
pounce on any mistake by his opponents.
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/7 Yossi Engel

Radu Delanu (74) has been playing bridge
for more than fifty years. After immigrating
to Israel, he participated for several years in
the top Israeli tournaments, but after a while
he retired from serious competitive bridge,
preferring to play just for fun.

The readers are invited to watch Radu’s
defense in the following deal:

Dealer North, Vul None

& 83
¥ 18754
¢ K6
& T932
\
West North East South
1¢ 14 24
Pass 3¢ Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass
J

South’s bid of two spades showed a diamond
fit with an invitational or better hand.

Sitting West, Radu led the #8 and saw the
following dummy:

2026 INIY' 269 |I')'A

o 765
¥ A3
¢ AT987
& AT4
& 83 N
¥ T8754
s K6 W E
& T932 S

His partner (East) played the T, winning the
first trick, and continued with the spade queen
and king. At trick three declarer won the ace,
while Radu discarded a heart.

Well, | tried to fool you. Had Radu defended as
described above, declarer would have made
his contract. Instead, Radu discarded his only
honor card, the diamond king!!

Here is the complete deal:

® 765
¥ A3

¢ AT987
& A74

o 83 N
@ T8754

+ K6 \YY
& T932 S

& KQJT2
v Q92
E Y
& J64

& A%
@ KJ6
¢ 7543
& KQ5
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