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Dealer North, Vul All

& J64
¥ K2
¢ AKJ7
& AQ94
& A5 & T982
¥ T74 ¥ Q3
o 6432 128, QTos
& K832 & T65
& KQ73
¥ AJ9865
¢ 5
& J7
\
West North East South
Bareket D. Yadlin Nosatzki Orenstein
1% Pass 1v
Pass 2NT Pass 3"
Pass 3e** Pass 3v
Pass 4 Pass ANT
Pass 5¢ Pass 6v
Pass Pass Pass
\ J
* Checkback

** Denies three hearts or four spades.

Eitan Orenstein (South) knew that his partner
had 18-19 balanced HCP with a heart
doubleton. The decision whether to stop at
four hearts or continue towards slam was
borderline. Eventually Eitan decided to bid on,
and made his slam with the help of friendly
distributions in hearts and clubs. At the other
table, North/South were less optimistic. They
signed off in four hearts, not a terrible decision,
but it cost their team 13 IMPs.

In the final deal of the match, both East-West
pairs failed to find the optimal contract of
seven diamonds.

Dealer West, Vul E/W

& J8654
¥ 98
‘ -
& K97432
& AQT?2 N & 9
¥ AJT7 ¥ KQ54
s KQT2 W E BONHE
& T S & A5
& K73
¥ 632
¢ 654
& QJ86
\
West North East South
Bareket D. Yadlin Nosatzki Orenstein
1¢ Pass 1v Pass
3y Pass 3e Pass
4 Pass ANT Pass
S5v Pass 5NT Pass
6¢ Pass 7v Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass
\ J

West's rebid of three hearts was quite modest.
Nevertheless, Michal Nosatzki (East) bid a grand
slam after finding out that her partner held both
missing aces as well as the diamond king. However,
she failed to pick the right strain. Even though hearts
were agreed early, a seven diamonds bid over
partner’s king-showing six diamonds would have
been (at least a suggestion) to play, and partner
would have no reason to overrule seven diamonds.
Doron Yadlin (North) doubled seven hearts, hinting
at a possible ruff, and Eitan Orenstein (South) did
find the killing diamond lead. Nevertheless, even
after the Lightner double East could have saved the
day by bidding seven no-trump (and making it with
the help of a spade finesse).

At the other table, Grinberg - Kalish (East/
West) bid carefully to six hearts. In this case
the declarer was West, so there was no way
to prevent 13 tricks. North-South added insult
to injury by doubling, which made it a 19 IMPs
loss.

Congratulations to the winners - team Kalish!
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The Israel Team Cup, a knockout IMP-teams
competition involving many top Israeli players,
returned this summer after a hiatus of one year.

The teams of Kalish-Grinberg-D. Yadlin-
Orenstein and Lavi-Lifshits-Bareket-
Saada-Nosatzki fought it out in the final.
There were several interesting slam hands.
In the following fascinating deal, East/West
can make six clubs, but not six spades!
Furthermore, North/South have a twelve-card
diamond fit at favorable vulnerability. Surely
they are going to preempt, but at which level?

Dealer East, Vul E/W

&6
¥ 7843
¢ QJT9862
&J
& KQJI932 N
¥ 75
M W E
& KQT93 S
& 754
¥ J2
¢ AK743
& A72
West North East South
Nosatzki D. Yadlin Saada Orenstein
1v Pass
14 3¢ Pass 5¢
54 Pass Pass Pass
\ J
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Slams in the Israel Cup Final

North-South preempted fairly gently, and
East-West landed in a safe five-level contract.
North led his singleton club, so five spade was
made without overtricks.

West North East South
Kalish  Bareket Grinberg Lavi
1v Pass
1e 4¢ Pass 6¢
Pass Pass Ge All Pass
o J

llan Bareket (North) bid one more with his
extremely distributinal hand, and his partner
raised him to the six-level, having realized that
the defense would have no diamond tricks.
This was a successful preemptive action. The
best their opponent could do was double them
for +300 (a loss of 8 IMPs). Nir Grinberg (East)
tried six spades instead — not a bad contract,
but one down in the actual layout after the
singleton #J lead. This was a 13-IMP loss for
team Kalish which had trailed early, but was
soon dominating the match.

The following two deals were played towards
the end of the match. With a little bit of luck,
team Kalish produced two big swings to
cement their victory.
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