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Example 46

¢ Q865

¢ AJT73

East should cover dummy’s nine with the
king, for the same reasons as in the previous
example.

Example 47

¢ T5

¢ AJ8763

Since there is no chance for two ftricks if
declarer has the AJT, East should not insert
an honor over dummy’s nine. In this case,
it is likely that partner will win a trick with a
doubleton ten (since playing the jack is not
South’s percentage play).

In addition, covering may cost a trick if partner
has a singleton ace or jack. For all the above
reasons, East should play small when dummy
leads the nine.

To be continued
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Example 40

& AQT98

& Ko4

& J

West must play small. Covering the jack will
cost the defense a trick and let declarer win
five tricks immediately.

Example 41
& AQO87

& K53

& J64

West should cover the jack with the king,
hoping that East may win a trick with the ten.

Example 42

¢ JT8

N
W ‘Qg
N

¢ K52

¢ A7643

North leads the jack. If East plays the nine,
the defense will not have a chance to win a
second trick. East should insert the queen,
hoping that declarer will finesse towards the
eight later.

Example 43

¢ JT8

N
\%Y% ‘Qg
S

¢ A52

¢ K7643

North leads the jack. If East plays the nine,
the defense will not have a chance to win a
second trick. East should insert the queen,
hoping that declarer will finesse towards the
eight later.

When Declarer is Developing his Long Suit
or Plays Trumps

If there is no special information for partner to
win a trick and it is not likely that a spot card in
your hand will win a trick, one should not cover
with the trump queen. Holding a doubleton
queen of trump, you have a legitimate hope to
win a trick, unless two honors can be seen on
your left. In order not to make a non-profitable
play, one should know the playing style of the
declarer and be ready.

Example 44

¢ AJ73

¢ 652

¢ KT98

Declarer, who may take a finesse both ways,
leads the jack from dummy in order to tempt
East to cover with the queen. East should play
small without any hesitation or thinking. Once
this is done, it is likely that declarer will win the
trick with his king and then run the ten for a
losing finesse.

Example 45

¢ K865

¢ AJTT3

When declarer does not have the possibility to
finesse both ways and he leads the nine from
dummy, West should cover it with the queen
in order to give partner a chance to win a trick
with a spot card.
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Based on the cards which are seen, the
gathered information and the play so far, if
covering the honor is understood not to be
giving any benefit, it should definitely not be
done. Covering an honor without any chance of
making a trick and defending that by claiming
that this action is based on the rules cannot be
acceptable. The rules must be applied under
the umbrella of logic.

If the honors and spot cards in the dummy
show that there is no chance of winning,
declarer’s honor should not be covered.

Example 36

& AJTY

& K52 & 87643

& Q

West should play small under declarer’s
queen, hoping that the queen is singleton or
that declarer plays the ace to apply another
plan.

Example 37

& K75 & 9643

2025 2IVPIN 266 [I')'A

__To Cover or Not to Cover
(Part Four — Logical Applications)

West should cover South’s queen with the
king, hoping that East may win a trick with the
nine.

Example 38

& ATO87

& Q63

& J

Covering the jack with the queen is not going
to promote any trick for the defense. West
should play small.

Example 39
& ATO87

& KQ3

& J652

South leads the jack. West should play small,
hoping that declarer decides to play the ace
from dummy.



