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Example 52

¥ Q3

¥ KJ986

Even though South intends to cash the ace
and take a finesse against East, he leads the
jack hoping that West will insert the queen.
West should play small.

In the following examples it is known that the
opponents hold at least eight cards in the suit
which is played. When partner has a singleton
or doubleton and there is no chance to promote
a trick with a smaller spot card in one’s hand,
then the honor should not be covered,

Example 53

¥ AKT3

¥ Q75

¥ J982

Declarer’s honor should not be covered since
there is no chance to win a trick by doing so.
Declarer may cash the high honors trying to
drop the trump queen.

Example 54
¥ A52

¥ K64

¥ QJT98

Declarer’s honor should not be covered since
there is no chance to win a trick by doing so.
Declarer may insert the ace, trying to drop the
king.

Example 55

¥ K4

¥ Q9876

Declarer’s honor should not be covered since
there is no chance to win a trick by doing so.
Declarer may insert the ace, hoping to drop
the king.

Example 56

& Q643

& AT987

North’s jack should not be covered since there
is no chance to win a trick with the spot cards.

Example 57
& Q52

& K643

& JT987

North’s queen should not be covered since
there is no chance to win a trick with the spot
cards.

To be continued
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It is not acceptable for the declarer to play an
honor card from hand or dummy unnaturally
and quickly on the table in order to obtain undue
information. On the other hand, declarer’s play
of a small honor without disturbing the tempo
in order to mislead the opponents is a normal
expert action with sufficient honors and spot
cards. This trap, despite being ineffective
against experienced and prepared opponents,
can be successful against inexperienced
players.

Example 48

& Q84

& AKT973

If there is no special information, the finesse
against the queen is not done when holding
a total of nine cards. In spite of this, North
will lead the jack in order to persuade East to
cover with the queen! East should play low.

Example 49
¥ AK52

¥ Q73

¥ JT986

2025 12021 267 |I')'A

__ To Cover or Not to Cover
(Part Five — Declarer Attempts to Capture the Trump Queen)

Even though South intends to cash the high
honors, he leads the jack in order to persuade
West to cover. West should play small.

Example 50

¥ A753

N
W E

¥ Q6 ¥ 842

S

¥ KJT9

In spite of his intention to cash the ace and
take a finesse against East, South leads the
jack, hoping that West will insert the queen.
West should play small.

Example 51
¥ KJ53

N

VY Q4 W E

¥ 762

S

¥ AT98

South leads the ten, hoping that West inserts
the queen, even though he intends to play the
king and finesse against East. West should
be prepared for this situation after seeing the
dummy and play a small card without any
hesitation.
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