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Naturally, West led his heart singleton. With
hindsight, only an unlikely diamond lead would
have led to the demise of this slam.

As usual, when a preemptor leads an unbid
suit, declarer should assume it is a singleton.
Katz understood that East held all the
outstanding hearts.

Clearly, declarer has only eleven top tricks
and no finesse may help. The only way to
manufacture the twelfth trick is to force East
to lead a heart at trick 12. Declarer must use
a “squeeze without the count” to force his
opponent to discard all exit cards in the other
suits and then endplay him with a heart.

The exact sequence may vary according to
which minor suit East decides to give up first.
Declarer has to read the distribution exactly.
However, West's preempt provides the
necessary help.

Katz started with winning the heart ace in
dummy and running six trumps from his hand.
Kevin Bathurst (East) discarded a heart on
the third round of trump and then threw all his
clubs.

Just in case, declarer played a club to the
ace and ruffed a club back. These were the
remaining cards:

o -
¥ KJ7
¢ J

North led the club two, and East was helpless.
Had he discarded the diamond nine, South
would have cashed the diamond ace after
ruffing and played a small heart from both
hands, endplaying East. At the table East
discarded a heart, but declarer had had this
suit counted since trick 1, so he immediately
ducked a heart to East and then dropped the
heart queen after winning the diamond ace.

East might have defended differently, keeping
all his clubs as well as three hearts. In this
case, South would have cashed the diamond
ace and then played his last trump with the
following cards remaining:

o -
¥ KJ7
+
& - o -
Vv - ¥ QT9
o KT E e
& KJ9 & QT

6
63
6
7
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Once again, East must either give up his heart
guard or relinquish his exit card in clubs. In the
latter case, South cashes the club ace before
leading a small heart from dummy, and once
again East is endplayed.

After losing this tough match, the Spector
team had to play another 120-board match
against Bramley. The fate of this match was
sealed only in the 8" and final segment, which
Spector won 54:4.
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The USA trials, also known as USBC (United
States Bridge Championships) were held in
October to determine the two teams which
will represent the USA at each category of the
World Bridge Championship, due to be held in
Italy 2022.

The tournament included two round-robin
stages, followed by a double-knockout
competition between the top eight teams.

In the Open Category the winners were the
Nickell team (USA 1) and the Spector team
(USA 2).

Out of the other categories, let us mention the
Rosenthal team which became USA 1 in the
Mixed Category. This team includes former
Israeli internationals Migry Campanile and
Eldad Ginossar. Eldad, who is also a regular
contributor to our magazine, may compete in
Italy against his formerpartner Ron Pachtmann,
member of the Israeli mixed team which also
qualified for this world championship.

Let us go back to the “USA 17 final between
Nickell and Spector. Nickell won after a very
close struggle. In the following deal they were
the only ones to bid a slam which required
delicate handling. Ralph Katz (South) was up
to the task.

2021 120XT 220 [I'9'A

The USA trials

Dealer West, Vul N/S

® K93
¥ AKJ7
¢ J875
& A2
® 2 & Q4
¥4 ¥ QT985
¢ KT42 ¢ Q93
& KJ96543 & QT8
® AJT8765
¥ 632
¢ A6
&7
\
West North East South
Hurd Nickell Bathurst Katz
3a Dbl Pass 4
Pass 4v Pass 5e
Pass 6% Pass 6¢
Pass (534 Pass 64
Pass Pass Pass
. J

After North’s takeout double of the three
clubs opening bid, South’s four clubs cuebid
followed by five spades showed lots of extras
for a bid of four spades. North had some
extras of his own, so he explored a grand
slam, but eventually the auction concluded at
six spades.
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