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Getting Hunted While Going to Hunt
Dealer North, Vul None

& KQ97
¥ AT4
¢ J63
& A52
& 854 & 62
¥ 862 ¥ 9753
¢ KQT9 E Y
& Q73 & 9864
& AJT3
¥ KQJ
¢ 542
& KJIT
\
West North East South
1 Pass 14
Pass 24 Pass 4a
Pass Pass Pass

J

West leads the ¢K. The defense cashes three
diamonds and returns a trump. Declarer wins
in his hand, played the vJ, inserts the ace after
West hesitates, enters his hand in the third
round of trump and leads the #J. West plays
a small card immediately! Catching the queen
of the player who thought without anything in
hearts is not hard. Declarer runs his jack and
makes the contract.

A Lesson by an Expert

John Collings, who won the 1969 Sunday
Times tournament, finished the 1981 European
championship at the second place with the
English national team. The response of this
expert player at the Marbella tournament to
his sponsoring partner over his dishonest
behavior serves as a lesson for those players
who are trying to steal tricks in a similar
manner.

2025 120X 268 [I'9'A

Dealer East, Vul N/S

® K842
¥ K654
¢ AT3
& K5
® 63 & Q75
¥ QJ97 ¥ 183
s 74 E Y
& QJT82 & A964
& AJT9
¥ A2
¢ KO9865
& 73
\
West North East South
Pass 1¢
Pass 1v Pass 18
Pass 4a All Pass

J

West led the #Q against four spades. The
defense took two club tricks and returned a
heart. Declarer won with his ace and led the
spade jack.

He played a small card from dummy after West
thought, won the trick and made his contract.

“Partner, why didn’t you take your spade
queen”?

John Collings, sitting East, gave the following
answer to his partner: “l assumed you had the
queen, since you thought so much”.



Example 63

& AT9843

North leads the jack. East must not cover,
since he will have no chance to promote a
trick by doing so.

Example 64
& Q7652

® A

& JT984

North leads the queen. East must not cover,
since he will have no chance to promote a
trick by doing so.

Example 65

& AJT984

North leads the queen. East must not cover,
since he will have no chance to promote a
trick by doing so. Declarer may insert the ace,
trying to drop a singleton king!

Example 66

& - & QT3

& AK9864

North leads the jack. East must not cover,
since he will have no chance to promote a
trick by doing so. Declarer is unlikely to run
the jack, as the percentage play is to play a
high honor from his hand.

Rules to be Obeyed at Defense

One needs to pay attention to play the
cards with the same tempo at defense. The
defender in the second hand position should
analyze all the suits and be prepared to play
a card when his right-hand opponent leads
an honor or a small card. Thinking is normal
for the player winning the trick, but without a
sure winner, hesitating will give information to
his opponents and make life easy for them. In
spite of this, thinking whether to apply Cover
or Not rule over an honor played from his
right is not against the normal methods. The
disclosure of his hand is a playing error, but
thinking in order to mislead the opponents is
not to be done. Such behavior is a preparation
to steal a trick. The excuse that the player was
thinking whether “to give the six or the four” is
unacceptable.

A player who pauses due to tiredness or
another reason, should inform that he has
no higher honor before playing. Obviously, a
player who pauses with a higher honor doesn’t
have to make such an explanation. Declarer
should assume that the pausing opponent
has an higher honor and call the director if the
opposite happens.
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(Sixth and final Part)

/7 Melih Ozdil

In the next three examples, the trump suit is
played when it is known that the opponents
have at least nine cards together.

Example 59

& J52

& 9 & Q83

& AKT764

North leads the jack. East should not cover
because he will have no chance for a trick by
doing so. If East plays small, declarer is likely
to cash the AK.

Example 60

& Q86

& AT9743

North leads the jack. East should not cover
because he will have no chance to promote a
trick by doing so. If East covers, the defense
will not make any trump tricks.

2025 120X 268 [I'9'A

__ To Cover or Not to Cover

Example 61

& A & K73

& JT9864

North leads the queen. East must not cover.
It would be a defensive disaster if the king
collided with the ace.

Example 62
¥ A652

N

W VK

¥ QM4

S

¥ 719873

South leads the ten. West must not cover, or
else the defense will win only one trick instead
of two. Even when the king is with declarer, he
is likely to play the ace from dummy, assuming
a 2-2 distribution.

In the next four examples, it is known that the
opponents have at least ten trumps together:



