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South opens one spade. According to
the popular two-over-one system, North’s
response is one no-trump. Some pairs play
this bid to be totally forcing for one round. After
two clubs by South and two no-trump from
North, it would be normal to bid a game at this
vulnerability.

The no-trump game, bid at four tables, was
making due to the success of the club finesse.
Declarer develops his ninth trick in diamonds,
while the defenders are able to win only three
spade and one diamond tricks.

However, some pairs play one no-trump to be
a semi-forcing response, and they stopped in
one no-trump — a very bad result for them.

The best result for North/South was achieved
when they stopped in one no-trump, but West
ventured an extremely risky re-opening bid
when the opponents had shown no fit. He
was promptly doubled. East-West ended up
in three clubs, doubled of course, going five
down for a huge loss — a good lesson for those
who think they can bid anything when the
vulnerability is favorable.

Three out of the four matches were decided
in the final segment of 14 boards. The three
winning teams did well in the following deal:
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West North East South
Pass Pass
1¢ Dbl Pass 1v
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. J

West may bid only two diamonds at his
second turn, but a preemptive three diamonds
seems to be more appropriate. North doubles
again, showing a strong hand. At one table
South made a poor decision to turn this into a
penalty double. North/South barely managed
to defeat three diamonds doubled, but it was
still a bad result for them.

Four North/South pairs found a way to reach
the winning contract of four spades, including
llan and Ophir Herbst (team Ronnie Benin-
Barr) and llan Bareket — Assaf Lengy (team
Bareket). Those two teams scored heavily
during the final segment, wrapping up their
spots in the final-four.

Inthe other match, which was the tightest of all, both
North-South pairs reached four spades, but Gilad
Altsuler — Yoram Aviram (team Birman) saved in
five diamonds, doubled. Their opponents, Shahar
Zack — Ariel Braunstein led a high club and took all
of their potential tricks in the majors for plus 800
and a 5 IMPs gain. Their team, which also included
women world champions Noga and Dana Tal, as
well as Dan Israeli — Aran Warszawski, emerged
the winners by 7 IMPs over the powerful Birman
team — the biggest upset of the quarterfinal stage.
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At the time of writing, our national team
championship has reached the “final four”
stage. The first stage was a round-robin of
twelve teams over two weekends. The bottom
four teams had to play further playoff matches
against relegation, while the top eight started the
knockout stage with the quarterfinal matches.

The top four teams of the round-robin selected
their opponents among the teams which
finished fifth to eighth. For each match, the
team who won the corresponding match in
the round-robin started with a carry-over
according to the size of their win.

This system gave an advantage to the teams
which took the top places in the round-robin,
but they still had to perform well in a direct
match of 56 boards in order to qualify for the
final-four.

Here is a challenging deal from the first set of
14 boards:
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&9
¥ JT842
¢ J8
& KQ532

& KT74 N
¥ 5 ® K97
¢ A9432 \\4 2N, KQT765

& A4 S & 8

& QJ2

& A8653
¥ AQ63
¢ -

& T976

Israeli National Team
Championship, Quarterfinals

East opens one diamond. The normal bid
with South’s cards seems to be one spade.
A takeout double would be somewhat old-
fashioned, but in my opinion, it is a serious
option with a 5-4-0-4 shape and unimpressive
spades.

If South doubles, his partner will know about
the powerful double fit. North would then
surely bid four hearts and compete to five
hearts over five diamonds.

As the cards lie, five hearts would be making
even if the defense finds the club ruff. However,
after the popular one spade overcall by South,
it's not easy to find a bid with North’s cards.
As a result, only one N/S pair (llan and Ophir
Herbst) played in five hearts doubled, making.
At the other seven tables E/W bought the
contract with five diamonds or three no-trump.

As expected, three no-trump failed at three
out of four tables, but Asaf Yekutieli (East)
received a favorable lead, the heart three. He
won the heart king and ran his diamonds. Now
North must discard very precisely, keeping
all his hearts plus the king-queen of clubs.
However, the defense was imperfect and the
contract made. This was a 13-IMP swing for
Yekutieli’s team (Yekutieli-Friedlander, Zeitak-
Khutorsky, Ginossar-Reshef). This was the
most one-sided match. In fact, their opponents
gave up after three out of four segments.

The following deal from the third segment
produced some big swings:
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