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/7 Ram Soffer

A short while after his team won the Israeli
Team Championship for the second year in a
row, Ehud Friedlander competed in the Israeli
Clubs Championship (officially also a national
championship) together with his partner Yaron
Gross, and they were unstoppable, scoring
68.35% over 36 boards, and winning the
championship by a margin of 3.67%.

The following instance just shows what it
means to be in great form.

His doubled contract of four spades was
initially intended as a sacrifice against the
opponents’ potential game of four hearts

Dealer North, Vul N/S
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\
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1v 14 Dbl
4 Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass
- J

A Miraculous Hand

All the defense had to do in order to hold
declarer to seven tricks and score +500 was
to lead trumps at every opportunity.

But bridge is rarely played perfectly. South
decided to start with his three sure tricks: YA
and #AK. Then he switched to a diamond.

Apparently, declarer should be trying here to
limit the damage, but a true champion always
strives to make his contract, even when this
seems extremely unlikely.

Ehud noticed that North dropped the ten on
the second round of clubs, so after winning
the diamond ace he ruffed a club. Indeed, the
club queen fell (the first miracle) and his jack
became high.

However, in order to score this jack he had
to draw all of North’s trumps. On the other
hand, three heart ruffs in dummy were needed
to make the contract. So declarer decided to
gamble on North being dealt a singleton spade,
and here the second miracle happened: after
playing a spade towards dummy’s queen, the
club jack was not ruffed and the diamond loser
was duly discarded!

The rest of the hand was played on a cross
ruff. Fortunately, South’s spade spots were
just too small compared to dummy’s spots.
Ten tricks!!

In my opinion, the greatest miracle of all in this
hand was having such a talented declarer.
Had he made the slightest misplay such as
ruffing even one heart before playing a spade
to the queen, South would have been given
the opportunity to discard a club on the next
round of hearts, after which the contract could
no longer be made.
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