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though “Deep Finesse” insists that South (but
not North) can make six no-trump against any
defense. Our readers are invited to find out
how.

The winners of Youngesters trials were Ido
Moshkovits — Daniel Msika ahead of Ofek
Sabbah - Yonatan Slivovich and Adel
Petelko — Ziv Roitman.

The following deal proved to be too tricky for
the winning pair and it cost them 8 IMPs.

Dealer East, Vul All

& Q94
¥ KQJ76
¢ T5
& J54
o T8 53
¥ 984
¢ A98 QJ76432
& AQ832
& AJ762
¥ AT32
‘ -
& KT76

A possible auction:

West North East South
4 Dbl

5¢ ?

With eight good diamonds, East may even
open at the five level. However, bidding four
diamonds seems to be just right. Of course,
West supports with support.

South is going to double any number of
diamonds for takeout, but what should North
do over five diamonds? A balanced distribution
hints at defending, but North has five good
hearts and few defensive values.

The winning pair ldo Moshkovits — Daniel
Msika elected to defend five diamonds
doubled and lead the ace of spades. East duly
made eleven tricks — minus 750.

At another table South led a club against
the same contract, but it didn’t help as well.
Declarer finessed in clubs and ruffed out the
#K, using the trump suit for three dummy
entries in order to discard two spade losers.

At yet another table the contract was merely
three diamonds (Did East miscount the length
of his suit?! ®), but the most interesting result
occurred at a table where North bid five hearts
over five diamonds, undoubled. East did well
to lead his singleton club and the defenders
won the first three tricks, but they didn't win
any more and minus 100 was a great score for
North-South (+8 IMPs).

We wish our new teams the best of luck at the
world championships, later this year!
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Ram Soffer //

In previous years, under the legendary coach
David Birman, Israelformed a tradition of strong
junior bridge teams which often fought for the
European and World titles. Nowadays David
is no longer with us, but the tradition remains.
In the 2022 European championships, all four
Israeli teams in the various age categories
qualified for the 2023 World championships,
in the process capturing a gold medal under
21 and a bronze medal under 26.

During the first weekend of February, the IBF
organized the team trials for the Kids (U16)
and Youngsters (U21) categories.

The Kids Trials were won by Aviv Leo
Zeidenberg-Gat — Itamar Herbst ahead of
Sophie Zeidenberg-Gat —Hadassa Vinevich
and Nico Yaffe-Schlesinger — Itamar Ben
Shmuel.

Dealer North, Vul None

& QJ3

¥ QJ2

¢ A872

& K74
& 952 & T8764
¥ T6 ¥ 984
¢ 643 ¢ QT
& AJ963 & 85

& AK

¥ AK753

¢ K95

& QT2

2023 X\ 235 |12

Israeli Junior Team Trials

West North East South
1¢ Pass 1v
Pass INT Pass ?

South has 19 balanced HCP with five hearts,
facing a balanced 12-14 hand. He should start
with some kind of checkback/NMF, according
to their agreements. After discovering that
partner has three hearts, South will try to
reach a slam.

Some pairs might be tempted (easpecially
playing matchpoints) to bid 6NT, but with a
borderline point count it is better to play six
hearts, because a suit contract gives more
options to achieve the twelfth trick, even when
the hands are balanced.

The winners Aviv Leo Zeidenberg-Gat —
Itamar Herbst did well to reach six hearts,
and they were helped by the ace of clubs
lead. Leading an unsupported ace against a
slam may be a good idea when the opponents
have shown long suits and/or the scoring is
matchpoints, but in this case it was a poor lead
after which the slam was made effortlessly.

At another table West led a Passive trump
and the contract failed. Probably declarer
tried a finesse towards the club ten, but it
was unnecessary. First of all declarer should
draw trumps, discard a diamond on dummy’s
spades, cash two high diamonds and ruff
the third round. When that suit breaks 3-3,
he can enter dummy with the club king and
discard a club loser on the thirteenth diamond.
The winning play shows us why six hearts
is a better contract than six no-trump, even
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