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Dealer North, Vul N/S

& J76
¥ A86542
¢ AT95
&_
& Q42 & T9853
v 73 v -
¢ 762 E e
& Q7654 & AKJTO8
& AK
¥ KQJT9
¢ Qu43
& 32

| would expect North to open one heart
here. East has several ways to intervene,
depending on his system and agreements.
He may start with a simple two clubs overcall,
hoping to show his spades later, or he may
use Michaels Cuebid, showing spades plus
an unspecified minor suit. Best of all, he might
have a convention directly showing spades
and clubs.

Either way, West would know that they have
some fit, but a Michaels Cuebid would be the
least helpful for partner. Meanwhile, South is
going to cuebid one of his opponent’s suits

(left) Dana Tal; (right) Noga Tal

and then push towards a slam. North-South
make six hearts easily, but making seven is
impossible due to the losing diamond finesse.

If North-South do bid six hearts, East-West
have two possible sacrifices:

Against seven clubs doubled, North-South
can score only +800, and they would have to
defend perfectly (spade AK, diamond switch,
spade ruff).

The alternative sacrifice of six spades also
fails by four tricks against perfect defense, but
in this case finding the club ruffs is much more
challenging. East-West might well escape
for three down (after all, they play one level
lower).

In this instance Noga and Dana Tal failed to
save against six hearts, while Eldad Ginossar
— Ophir Reshef did well for the opposing
team, bidding seven clubs. Their opponents
Dan Israeli — Aran Warszawski did well to
double and realize their four potential tricks,
but their team still lost 12 IMPs.

Nevertheless, the Shahar Zack team (S. Zak
— Braunstein, Israeli — Warszawski, N. Tal —
D. Tal) eventually emerged the winners after
a close match, and at the time of writing this
article they are awaiting their opponents in the
final match.
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Semifinals

/7 Ram Soffer

The Israeli National Team Championship has
advanced to the semifinal stage. Let us see
how some of our best players coped with
difficult high-level decisions. In our first hand
Noga and Dana Tal, members of our world
champion women team, performed extremely
well. | will present it as a bidding problem:

Dealer West, Vul N/S

Te 1v 2% 4v

?

Partner’s two club bid is standard, showing
10+ HCP and forcing for one round.

Despite the fact that our side owns most of the
high-card points, our vulnerable opponents
have bid to the four-level.

Should we double them? Rebid our long suit
at the five level? Pass? Would a Pass be
forcing?

With such a distributional hand there is certainly
no need to commit our side to defending. We
would love to bid five diamonds, but we fear
that partner might have no diamond support at
all. Not as easy decision.

2024 X\ 247 |12

Israeli National Team Championship,

Let’s have a look at the whole deal:

& JT9
¥ AKT94
¢ T4

& 973

& AQ3
v3s
¢ AJ87652

& 82

'Y

& K854
¥ QJ7652
¢ 9

& T6

If West has the courage to bid five diamonds,
then East has the perfect hand to raise to six,
under the reasonable assumption that his
partner holds two aces.

On the other hand, if West Passes, then East
would have no choice but to bid five clubs.
Unaware of partner’s diamond length, he does
have a solid suit of his own.

Noga and Dana Tal bid to six diamonds,
easily making, which was worth 10 IMPs for
their team. Well done! At the other table, Ehud
Friedlander — Asaf Yekutieli stopped in five
clubs.

In the following hand the problem was to find
a winning sacrifice.
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