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diamond to the jack, North would eventually collect
a spade and a diamond at the end. Declarer could
not get to his hand to enjoy his club and heart
winners.

2024 POY Leaders
1. Oren Toledano, Israel 728.37

2. Ami Zamir, Israel 725.31
3. Martin Fleisher, New York NY | 714.24
4. Robert Levin, Henderson NV | 629.30
5. Geoff Hampson, Las Vegas NV| 619.41

6/7. Leo Rombaut, France 575.09
6/7. Jerome Rombaut, France 575.09
8. Thomas Bessis, France 573.68
9. Chip Martel, Davis CA 556.24
On the lead of the 48 to the 3, T and K, Brogeland 10/11. Andy Hung, Australia 555.24

cashed the #A and tried the ¥K. Toledano correctly
ducked and ducked again when declarer persisted
with another heart, allowing South to win the trick.

10/11. Sartaj Hans, Australia 555.24

Knowing that communication between declarer’s
hand and dummy was tenuous, Zamir found the Where Toledano earned his points

killing exit of the #K, a textbook Merrimac coup, as in 2024
North pitched a diamond:
Event PlacePoints
& KT96 } .
@A Kay Platinum Pairs 2 [150.00
¢ 975 Vanderbilt KO Teams 5-8 | 80.00
Jacoby Open Swiss Teams| 3 | 70.31
. o QUS7 Von Zedwitz LM Pairs 1 190.00
v 198 o7 Spingold KO Teams 17-32| 25.00
¢ 4 o AJ Roth Open Swiss Teams 1 160.00
& J543 & Q Soloway KO Teams 9-16 | 50.00
Reisinger match awards - 3.06
Total 728.37

Brogeland next played a club to the queen, North
pitching a spade, and ran the #Q to North’s king.
Toledano exited with a diamond, as declarer rose
with the ace to block the suit. When a heart was
called from dummy, Zamir discarded the ¢Q so
that after Toledano won the YA and exited with a



They did this by winning the von Zedwitz Life
Master Pairs (another premier, three-day pairs
contest) and the Roth Open Swiss Teams,
playing with Doug Simson, Venkatrao Koneru,
Eric Rodwell and Eddie Wold.

Their best result at the Fall NABC was making
it to the round of 16 in the Soloway KO Teams,
but this was just enough for them to take the
No.1 and No.2 spots on the 2024 Player of the
Year list.

So how did Toledano finish just ahead of his
partner to win the title?

Because Zamir returned home to Israel before
the final weekend of the tournament for the
birth of his first child, a girl.

Toledano said, “Ami is very happy, and the
baby is beautiful”.

Toledano played in the Reisinger BAM teams
as part of a five-man squad, and although they
did not finish in the overall placings, they won
enough masterpoints from individual matches
for Toledano to get the edge. He finished just
3.06 platinum points ahead of Zamir.

At the table, the duo put extreme pressure on
their opponents to force unpleasant guesses.
This deal from the Roth Open Swiss Teams is
an example:

Dealer South, Vul E/W

® J76

VK84

4 932

& T943
& AQ985 & K32
V2 ¥ AQJT63
¢ QT E I
& KJ72 & AQ5

o T4

¥ 975

¢ AK8654

& 86

Toledano said, “I was North. Ami opened 3¢ as
South, and West overcalled 3. My first instinct
was to bid 4¢ or even Pass, but then, after | gave

it some thought, it seemed like the opponents had
lots of points, and it seemed likely that they could
make a slam — even a grand — so | jumped to 5¢ to
take away their ability to ask for key cards and to
make life hard for them.

“The bidding continued with 5NT by East (“pick a
slam”), followed by 6# from West. East then bid
6v, believing this was offering a choice of majors.
West was not sure, and after some thought, he
Passed. 6¥ went one down, and we picked up a
bid gain of 17 IMPs, as our teammates were in 64
making.”

Although the next deal is not from a NABC, but
rather from the 2024 world championship in Buenos
Aires, it showcases Toledano and Zamir and their
lethal defense. The Israelis were playing against
Norwegians Boye Brogeland and Christian Bakke:

Dealer South, Vul All

& KT965
¥ A42
¢ 98752

e A ® QJ872
¥ KJ983 ¥ 765
¢ K4 ¢ AJ3
& AJ543 & Q9
® 43
¥ QT
¢ QT6
& KT8762
4 N\
West North East South
Brogeland Toledano Bakke Zamir
Pass
1v 14 Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass 28
Dbl 24 Pass Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass
\ J

Looking at all four hands, 3NT is an exceedingly
difficult contract to bring home, and even a world-
class declarer like Brogeland could not find a clear
path.



Talent Show

/7 By Paul Linxwiler

Young Israeli stars Oren Toledano and partner
Ami Zamir began playing together in top-flight
North American championships in the post-
COVID era, and since that time, they have
quickly established themselves as one of the
most effective pairs in the world.

In 2024, the duo picked up more than 300
platinum points at the Spring NABC in
Louisville, and then topped the masterpoint list
at the Summer NABC in Toronto where they
earned some 350 more platinum, awarded
only for top-level contests. The recently
completed Fall NABC in Las Vegas was less
successful for them, but Toledano and Zamir
picked up enough points to finish at the top
of the platinum list for the year. An unusual
occurrence (more on that later) in the final
NABC event of 2024 — the Reisinger Board-a-
Match Teams — allowed Toledano to finish with
a handful of extra platinum points over Zamir,
making Toledano the Player of the Year. His
total was 728.37.

The 27-year-old Toledano was born in
Jerusalem, but now lives in Tel Aviv. He
learned brigde from his grandparents.

“‘My grandparents are longtime players who
own a club in Jerusalem, where they also
teach the game.

When | turned 13, my grandmother convinced
me to start learning bridge when she saw me
playing video games all the time. So | came
to her house for summer vacation. In the two
months | was there, | took all of her classes,
learned the game and fell in love with it.”

Toledano’s passion for the game soon drove
him to high-level competition.
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Oren Toledano is 2024 Player of the Year
This article was originally published in Bridge Bulletin, February 2025.

“l started to read a lot and play all the time
like crazy. After half a year, | competed in the
Under 21 championship in Israel, which | won.
Since then, | have played in the U21 and U26
categories for Israel in zonal and world events,
and | have been a member of the Israeli Open
Team for three years.”

Playing with different partners, Toledano
and Zamir competed as part of Israel’'s U21
team for several years. They later formed a
partnership, and their first appearance in North
America was the Fall 2021 NABC in Austin
immediately following the pandemic. In Austin,
they made their mark by finishing second in the
prestigious Kaplan Blue Ribbon Pairs, behind
France’s Cedric Lorenzini, himself the Player
of the Year in 2015, and Thomas Bessis.

In 2022 and 2023, the duo had mixed results
at NABC events, but their names began to
appear in the rosters of some high-level teams.

In 2024, however, things really began to click.
At the Spring NABC, Toledano and Zamir
finished second in the tough, six-session Kay
Platinum Pairs. In the Vanderbilt KO Teams,
their squad (Leslie Amoils, Tom Hanlon,
Joe Grue and Brad Moss) made it to the
quarterfinal round before losing to Nick Nickell
and company, the eventual winners. And in
the Jacoby Open Swiss Teams, their squad
narrowly finished third.

The Toronto NABC was a tour de force for
Toledano and Zamir, as the duo won the
Fishbein Trophy, awarded to the player(s) who
earns the most masterpoints at the Summer
NABC.
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