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Unbelievably, the hand turned into a double
squeeze without the count (which means
that the defense is going to win a trick after
the squeeze is being executed). In fact,
considering West's weak hand, it was almost
unconceivable that he might come under
pressure.

D

But he did — discarding a heart on the spade
five was not an option, so he had to let go a
club or a diamond.

Adiamond discard would have put unbearable
pressure on his partner. North discards a
heart, and East must keep his diamond guard
and throw a club.

Now South has three clubs and East has
only two, so South just ducks a club to East
and wins the rest (as West's heart king is
unaccessible).

The actual club discard was no better. Once
again South continues with a small club —ten —
jack — queen. Then, after winning the diamond
ace, South is going to finesse against East's
club king.

Of course, South could deduce from East's
double during the auction that he held all the
missing honors in the minor suits.
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The following hand is taken from Matthew
Granovetter's book The Bridge Team Murders,
a fictional story about playing in the Bermuda
Bowl. According to the story, this hand appears
in the finals against Italy. Probably it was based
on some hand from real play.

Dealer South, Vul N/S

& 983
¥ A765
¢ A32
& J54
& 642
¥ KT43
¢ T96
& T76
& AKQJT5
v 2
¢ J8
& A92

The Italian North-South pair manages to reach
the optimal contract of 3NT, while the hero of
the story has to struggle in 44 after a pretty
normal auction.

West North East South
14
Pass 24 Dbl Pass
3v Dbl Pass 44
Pass Pass Pass
- J

2021 99N 212 |I'9'A

The Missing Trick

The most notable detail in the auctionis South's
Pass over East's takeout double (instead of
bidding 4 directly). Granovetter explains that
he wanted to force West to make a bid which
would give him some useful information.
Using this information might help him to make
the contract. North doubled 3%, suggesting a
penalty, but South didn't have the guts to pass
for penalties.

When the dummy hit, our hero saw nine top
tricks, but the tenth was missing. However,
he knew for sure that West held exactly four
hearts (East wouldn't have doubled with less
than three hearts).

West led the diamond ten, ducked. East won
the first trick with the diamond king, but couldn't
tell whether his partner led from three cards
or from a doubleton. Therefore he switched
to the heart queen, winning that trick as well.
East continued with the heart jack. Declarer
won in dummy and ruffed a heart, isolating
West's king in front of dummy's heart seven.

Then came the squeeze. South cashed four
top spades, discarding a club from dummy.
West had to keep the heart king. He discarded
a club, but had to make a decision when South
cashed his last trump:
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