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losers in addition to the two other missing aces
— one down.

West North East South
Edgtton  Dwyer Hung Huang
INT Pass
24 3¢ Pass 4¢
Pass S5¢ All Pass
- J

At the other table North overcalled at the first
opportunity, and South considered his hand too
good to Pass a three-level vulnerable overcall.
The defense started with ¢Aand a small trump.
Then declarer led a small heart, and Hung
saved him a guess by going up immediately
with the heart king. At this point, declarer can
always make five diamonds rather easily by
ruffing a club, cashing the spade ace as well
as all of his trumps and squeezing East. Hung
decided to try a spade at trick four, speeding
up the process. Five diamonds made was
worth another 11 IMPs for Hill's team.

Board 28. Dealer West, VVul N/S

& T983
YA
¢ AKQ62
& AQ4
& K & A72
¥ JT762 ¥ Q53
¢ JT73 E ¢ 95
& 973 & KJ852
& QJ654
¥ K984
¢ 84
& T6
West North East South
OlaR Bramley Mikael R Woolsey R
Pass 14 Pass 1¢
Pass 14 Pass 4a
Pass Pass Pass
\ J

North’s one club opening was strong. After
South’s negative response of one diamond,
one spade was possibly Canapé, promising
at least four cards. Of course, South raised
him to four spades, and there was no way
the defense would get more than the two top
trumps. Plus 650.

West North East South h
Edgtton  Dwyer Hung Huang
2v Dbl 3% 3e
4% 4v S Dbl
Pass Pass Pass
o J

In this hand, the Australian internationals
seemed to be under the illusion that favorable
vulnerability gave then the “green light” to bid
whatever they wanted. A rather undisciplined
(two suited) weak two bid was followed by a
lead-directing three clubs. Fine, clubs would
have been a great lead against four spades
(played by South) which would ensure a mini-
swing of 1 IMP, but why bid on to five clubs?
Perhaps they wished their opponents to go
down in five spades.

However, South sensibly doubled and North
stood his ground. The #J was led. After winning
trick one, West tried a heart from dummy. North
won with his singleton ace and played three top
diamonds. Declarer ruffed with the eight. South
overruffed and gave his partner a heart ruff.
The trump ace was yet to come, so it was a
painful five down and minus 1100.

At this stage Hill led 72:35, and it proved to
be too much for Hamman to overcome. So it
was a mini-upset: Seed No. 17 toppling No.
16 by 143:79. However, the very next day
Hill eliminated the top-seed Wolfson by a
similar score of 136:79. After some very close
matches, six of the top eight seeds did get
through to the quarter finals, and | am going
to tell you more about the Vanderbilt in next
month’s article.
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Board 22. Dealer East, Vul E/W

& AKQ64
¥ 864
¢ K
& JO85
& T3
¥ AKQ2
¢ Q63 \\4
& AKT2
& 852
¥ JT975
¢ JO874
& -
/
West North East South
OlaR Bramley Mikael R Woolsey R
Pass Pass
2¢ 24 3v 34
Pass Pass Dbl All Pass
\ J

West's two diamonds opening bid showed
18-19 balanced, and East’s three hearts was
transfer Lebensohl. | suppose the Swedes had
a mechanism to find out about a spade stopper
and run to clubs, but they got help when Woolsey
decided (at favorable vulnerability) to make his
own contribution to the auction with two HCP.
Having no spade stopper, it was profitable to
double three spades rather than bid a game.

Mikael led his singleton heart, and Ola applied
the lesson from the above-shown Board 13
by switching to a trump. Declarer had to be
content with one club ruff in addition to his five
trump tricks. Minus 500.

West North East South A
Edgtton  Dwyer Hung Huang
Pass Pass
1% 14 KE 3e
Dbl Pass 5% All Pass
- J

At this table there was a natural start to the
auction. West’s double showed a strong hand,

2022 IMON 224 |I')A

and the final contract could be the same as the
other table, but Hung decided to aim for a bigger
score and bid five clubs. The defense started with
two top spades. Declarer was extremely lucky to
be able to drop a singelton ¢K, eliminating his
loser in that suit, but he was extremely unlucky
to find all four missing trumps at North. One
down meant 12 IMPs to Hill.

Two boards later, Hamman’s team lost 12
more IMPs due to a horrible misunderstanding.
After his partner’s (weak) 1NT opening and his
opponent’s 24 intervention, Woolsey (despite
having the stronger hand) used 4¢ as a
transfer to hearts, but his partner didn’t share
his view that four diamonds was a transfer
and Passed! Five down instead of a laydown
game, and there was more bad news to come.

Board 26. Dealer East, Vul All

® A2
¥ A86
¢ KQ8762
& A3
e J N & K65
¥5 ¥ KJ72
* 5 \%Y E Y
& Q987654 S & KJIT2
& Q8743
¥ QT93
¢ JT43
& -
/
West North East South
OlaR Bramley Mikael R Woolsey R
INT Pass
24 Pass 3s Pass
Pass 3¢ Pass Pass
4% Pass Pass Pass
. J

Bramley was over-sophisticated, letting his
opponents complete their club transfer before
emerging with three diamonds. Later on, his
partner didn’t trust him to have a very good
hand and let the opponents buy the contract
with four clubs. Declarer made a good guess
in hearts, but was unable to escape two spade



+J. His brother overtook him with the +Q and
went for a spade ruff instead of leading a heart.
After cashing two top spades, a small one at
trick five would have assured North-South of
one down, but Ola cashed his third top spade
and the next spade was ruffed high in dummy.
Next trick, dummy’s diamond nine fetched
South’s ace (the fifth trick for the defense) and
at this stage all North-South could win is one
trump trick. One heart doubled and made for
an excellent +160 for East-West.

West North East South h
Dwyer Hamman Huang Weichsel
1% 1v Dbl
Pass 2% Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass
- J

A more standard auction led to the expected
3NT contract by South. After a heart lead
and continuation South needed the diamond
finesse to succeed (as clubs were not breaking
3-2), but East had a discard problem on the top
clubs. He decided to let go a spade (despite
South’s negative double). Peter Weichsel
cashed all of his four spades, and having
already nine sure tricks he didn’t want to risk
the diamond finesse. Plus 600 was enough
for a swing of 13 IMPs, and Hamman’s team
jumped to a lead of 27:16. Before my next
board, Hamman still led 28:22.

Board 20. Dealer West, Vul All

® 762

¥ JT84

¢ 865

& 542
& QJT98 & A543
¥ 95 ¥ K7632
6 J7 ¢ -
& AK76 & QT83

& K

¥ AQ

¢ AKQT9432

& J9

4 West North East  South
OlaR Bramley Mikael R Woolsey R
1e Pass 4¢ 5¢
Se Pass Pass Pass
o J

Fourth in turn, the bidding was already at
the four-level when Woolsey got a chance to
show his huge hand. Ola was not sure that
he could beat five diamonds, so he pressed
on to five spades, buying the contract. North
led the heart jack. West had two obvious heart
losers and everything hinged on the trump
suit. There was no need for South to have the
spade king in order to justify his five diamonds
overcall, so Ola made the obvious decision to
finesse trumps, and the chance for making his
contract was gone, one down.

West North East South A
Edgtton  Dwyer Hung Huang
1e Pass 4¢ 5¢
Pass Pass Dbl All Pass
- /

After considerable thought, Nabil Edgtton
decided to let his partner make the decision
at the five-level. Having some top cards in the
unbid suits, Huang doubled. The Australians
took their top tricks immediately — one down
and 7 more IMPs to Hamman’s team, which
led at this stage 35:22. But the next eight
boards were disastrous for Hamman. Hill's
team scored fifty unanswered IMPs which
eventually decided the match.
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// Ram Soffer

The Vanderbilt Knockout Teams, which is
the main event of the 2022 Spring Nationals
in Reno, Nevada, has started. Due to the
deadline for submitting this article, | could
cover only the Round of 32. Next month’s
article will cover the final stages of this strong
competition, involving many international stars
preparing for the coming world championship
which was due to start in Italy in less than two
weeks.

Out of four matches (partly) shown on BBO, |
chose the one which was supposed to be the
closest: 16" seed Hamman, captained by Bob
Hamman and including some other bridge
legends of the past such as Peter Weichsel,
Kit Woolsey and Bart Bramley, as well as
Austarlian stars Nabil Edgtton — Andy Hung,
versus 17" seed Hill, a four-handed team
including possible bridge legends of the future
Mikael and Ola Rimstedt from Sweden as well
as Kevin Dwyer — Shan Huang.

Indeed, the lead often swung from each team
to the other one. Here is a summary of the
first 30 boards (out of 60) which were shown
on BBO. By the way, in this tournament each
match had a separate set of boards, so that
each deal was played at exactly two tables.

2022 99N 224 |I'9'A

Bridge Legends at the Vanderbilt

Board 13. Dealer North, Vul All

® 52
¥ 62
¢ QT64
& AKQ65
& T96 N & J843
¥ J73 ¥ AK985
¢ 92 \' E ¢ K875
& JT743 S & -
& AKQ7
¥ QT4
¢ AJ3
& 982
\
West North East South
Woolsey Mikael R Bramley Ola R
1% Dbl RDbl
Pass Pass 1v Dbl
Pass Pass Pass
. J

After twelve well-played boards the score was
16:14 in favor of Hill. Nowadays | suppose
the standard call with West’s cards is 1%, but
Bart Bramley used a somewhat old-fashioned
takeout double to great effect. The Swede
internationals tried to get rich from doubling a
one-level contract while their opponents had
an eight-card fit.

Ola led his partner’s club suit, ruffed. Declarer
led a small diamond at trick two, and the
obvious defense was to let North win the trick
and play a trump through, but Ola produced the
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