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West North East South
1v 2¢ 2y
Dbl Pass 3v Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
- J

This time North was in lead against 3NT, and
it all depended on his choice of the opening
lead.

Jacek Pszczola (North) tried to be creative
and led the club two, fearing that a heart lead
would give up a trick to West’s supposed ¥YK.

Declarer Sartaj Hans accepted the gift,
claiming nine top tricks without risking a spade
finesse. The Australians were the only pair in
the field to bid and make a game.

It might not have been such a bad idea to
lead a club, but it has been recommended for
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a while to lead an ace against 3NT contracts
based on a long suit, in order to see the
dummy and have a chance to find the right
defense at Trick 2 before the opponents wrap
up nine tricks.

Indeed, Michael Whibley (North) led the A,
and upon his partner’'s encouraging signal
continued hearts for plus 200.

Following these boards, the battle for first
place became very close, and the leadership
changed hands several times. Eventually
Andy Hung - Sartaj Hans edged out the
rest, winning the inaugural Jan Kamras
Trophy by scoring +0.56 IMP/board, ahead
of Michael Whibley — Nabil Edgtton +0.45
and the famous Italians Antonio Sementa —
Alfredo Versace +0.43. The Greek pair which
led through much of the event had to settle for
fifth place.



Dealer East, Vul All

Edgtton (Australia). This was the start of their
ascent towards the top of the table.

Shortly thereafter the leaders suffered another
big setback:

Dealer North, Vul All

e
¥ AQ53
¢ AT7
& A9543
® 965 N & AQ42
¥ 962 ¥ JT8
4 6543 W E p9e
& T62 S & QJ7
& KT873
¥ K74
¢ Jo8
& K8
West North East South
INT Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

The Greek East was unfortunate enough to
have a normal 15-17 INT opening while his
partner had zero HCP with a flat shape. On
top of that, his French opponents Jerome and
Leo Rombaut were playing a defense to 1INT
where Double shows a five-card minor plus a
four-card major. South assumed his partner
must have 10+ HCP at that vulnerability, and
he converted it into a penalty double.

To add insult to injury, the defense was perfect.
A small spade was led to North’s jack and
East’s queen. Declarer continued with a high
diamond, but North won the ¢A and returned
a club. South won the club king and persisted
with top spades.

When declarer won the spade ace, he tried
a club, but North won that trick and found
the excellent heart switch from AQxx. The
defenders won three spade tricks, four hearts,
two clubs and a diamond for plus 1100.

Two other North-South pairs scored plus
1100 in a similar fashion (at the other five
tables North-South weren’t doing that well):
Andy Hung - Sartaj Hans from Austarlia
and Michael Whibley (New Zealand) — Nabil

& T7
¥ AQT76
¢ 62
& AT52
& KJ95 & A4
¥ J942 ¥5
¢ 87 ¢ AKQ543
& K96 & Q843
& Q8632
¥ K83
¢ JT9
& J7
West North East South
Pass 1¢ Pass
1v Pass 248 Pass
2¢ Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Dbl All Pass
\_ J

The Greek pair steered the contract to 3NT
with South on lead. South’s natural lead,
fourth-best from the unbid suit (spades)
would have handed them the contract with a
big swing.

However, Richard Plackett (North) found
a double of 3NT, and his partner Espen
Erichsen duly led dummy'’s first-bid suit
(hearts). The defenders took the first six
tricks — plus 500.

At two other tables involving our featured
pairs, North decided to open a somewhat light
1¥ and the bidding proceeded as follows:
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/7 Ram Soffer

Jan Kamras of Sweden, president of the World
Bridge Federation since 2023, sadly passed
away on March 17, 2025, after a period of
illness.

Jan was born in 1950 in Gothenburg, Sweden.
He held a bachelor degree in economics and
was an international trader in metals and
minerals.

After retiring from his job, Jan had more time
for his beloved game of bridge, excelling as a
player, captain and administrator.

In 2013, Jan won the prestigious Cavendish
Bridge Teams.

In Sweden, he won the national team
championship and served as national team
selector, captain and vice president of the
Swedish Federation.

In 2010 he became a board member of the
EBL, later becoming the EBL president from
2019 to 2022. Then he was elected president
of the WBF, and continued to work for the
game of bridge right till his final day.

According to the WBF statement, he served
as President of the WBF with unwavering
dedication and passion. Despite facing health
challenges throughout his presidency, he
demonstrated extraordinary strength and
commitment and continued to work tirelessly,
driven by his profound love for the game.

Jan visited the Tel Aviv International Festival
many times, and in fact, he was living part-
time in Israel recently. Jan was a great friend
of Israel, and in November 2024, during times
of war, he played in the Eilat Red Sea Festival.

Let his memory be blessed!
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Jan Kamras (1950-2025)

Jan did a lot
to improve the
international
bridge  scene
during a period
of crisis when
there were a
lot of cheating
allegations
against leading
| pairs, and some
| years later
= international
" bridge play was
' suspended for a

while due to COVID.

One of the goals of Jan’s presidency was to
introduce the WBF World Tour, a ranking
system based on cumulative performances
at Bridge Championships, as well as select
Festivals and Tournaments. The Trophy for
the winners was named after Jan.

By a twist of fate, the final stage of the
inaugural WBF World Tour concluded in
Memphis, Tennessee, just a few days before
Jan passed away.

16 top pairs were qualified to play in this
event. Each one of them played six boards
against each other, a total of 90 boards in four
sessions.

About half-way through the final session, the
surprising Greek pair Vassilis Vroustis - Nikos
Delimpaltadakis were leading by a comfortable
margin. It seemed that they were destined to
win the event, but then disaster struck.



