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At the other room, the bidding was identical
up to five clubs. Chip Martel (East) bid a
more forward-going five spades instead of
his East counterpart's five diamonds. South
doubled, asking for a spade lead, and West
bid an optimistic seven hearts, hoping to find
the spade ace as well as the diamond king in
dummy.

English

As the cards lay, making seven hearts
required 3-3 diamonds or a successful
diamond finesse. However, South's double of
five spades hinted that this finesse might not
work. Against the actual diamond distribution
declarer had nothing to do. The thirteenth trick
was not there, so it was a cruel loss of 17
IMPs for the Fleisher team. The Zimmermann
team continued to play excellently and won
the finals by a handsome margin.




/7 Ram Soffer

The following deal is taken from the final of
the Vanderbilt Cup at the recent St. Louis
Nationals. While West does have a big hand,
bidding a slam is not obvious. To their credit,
both East/West pairs not merely bid their slam,
but were searching for a grand slam, and the
decision which slam to bid was not easy.

Dealer South, Vul All

& QJ43
T
¢ KJ83
& T754
® 96
¥ AKQ87
¢ AQ9652 W
‘ -
& K82
¥ 32
¢ T4
& AKJI832
Let us follow the bidding at both tables:
\
West North East South
Klukowski Bessis Kalita Lorenzini
1%
2NT Pass 4 Pass
54 Pass 5¢ Pass
68 Pass 6¢ Pass
6v Pass Pass Pass

-

Searching for a Grand Slam

West’s bid of five clubs moved beyond the
safety of the four-level while denying a spade
control. East co-operated with five diamonds,
implying at least a second-round spade
control. West was already happy with a small
slam, but his bold six club bid preserved the
option of a grand slam. After considerable
thought, Jacek Kalita (East) bid six diamonds,
showing ... doubts!

While possessing all first-round controls
necessary for a grand slam, East could not be
sure that his hand would be enough to produce
thirteen tricks. Indeed, even after seeing his
partner’s hand one could not yet be sure of
that — it depends on the diamond distribution.

In view of the uncertainty shown by his partner
and his own questionable diamond suit,
Michal Klukowski (West) avoided the grand
slam. Playing six hearts, declarer ruffed out
the diamond suit, but had to give a spade trick
eventually.

Bidding a grand slam was possible, but not
going with the odds. Kalita’s doubts were
justified, as well as the pair’s final decision.
In my view, their bidding sequence was
exemplary.

4 West North East South
Fleisher Multon Martel Zimmermann
1%
2NT Pass 4v Pass
54 Pass 54 Dbl
7v Pass Pass Pass
- J
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