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West North East South
Oren- Liran
Tenenbaum
Pass  2NT Pass
3¢ Dbl 4y  All Pass
- J

An innocent lead-directing double by North led
to (unintended) far-reaching consequences.

South led a diamond, Inon won in dummy,
tried an unsuccessful heart finesse then won
another diamond in dummy and ruffed a
diamond. His trump ace drew the remaining
trumps.

Declarer knew that North had longer
diamonds, while trumps were 2-2. Therefore
a spade finesse was against the odds. Inon
read the distribution excellently and used the
appropriate tool — the trump squeeze!

All he needed to do was to lay down two more
trumps from dummy while discarding the
spade jack from his hand. South was helpless.
Unguarding the spade queen would have
allowed declarer to play #AK, return to dummy
with a club ruff and enjoy the spade ten. His
actual club discard was no better. Declarer
played #AK, ruffed a club and his hand was
high.

This hand helped Inon and his partner Efrat
Oren-Tenenbaum reach third place in the
overall standings. The second place pair Dr.
llan Sommer — Lubomir Blatt scored a top
in the following deal after an opponent ruffed
prematurely with his master trump.

Board 33. Dealer North, Vul None

® 763
¥ A86
¢ 83
& AK872
& Q842 N & AKTS
¥ Q97 ¥ J3
¢ AQ54 W E ¢ T92
& 63 S & J954
& J9
¥ KT542
¢ KJ76
& QT
\
West North East South
1% Pass 1v
Pass INT Pass 2¢
Pass 2y Pass Pass
24 Pass Pass 3v
Pass Pass Pass
\ J

North-South attempted to stop in two hearts.
West found a two-spade call in the balancing
seat, pushing them to the three-level, but his
defense turned out to be less inspired than his
bidding. After a spade lead, East won the first
two tricks and South ruffed the third one. He
followed with the trump ace and king, and then
the club queen, king and ace (discarding a
diamond). West should have calmly discarded
on the third club, since his partner’s club jack
stops the run of the suit, while declarer has no
more entries to dummy.

Instead, West's erroneous ruff led to self-
endplay. A diamond continuation would
obviously have given South the contract, but a
spade continuation would have been no better:
declarer discards a diamond from dummy,
ruffs in hand and leads the diamond jack (or
king). After winning a diamond trick, West is
endplayed once again — this time decisively. His
last three cards are all diamonds, and it doesn’t
matter whether he plays small or allows his ace
to be ruffed — declarer always makes the rest.
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// Ram Soffer

The final stage of the 2021 Israeli Online
Matchpoints Pairs championship was held in
March 19-20. Twenty pairs qualified for the
final, each playing four boards against all
other pairs.

The winners were Micha Mark — Sonia Mark
with 53.59%.

| present below two outstanding plays which in
each case led to a well-deserved top.

Board 23. Dealer South, Vul All

& AQS83
¥ 7643
¢ K
& Q987
& K97 N & T642
¥ AJ ¥ K85
¢ AQ874 W E ¢ T962
& A65 S & J4
& J5
¥ Q972
¢ J53
& KT32
\
West North East South
Baniri Moskovitz
Pass
1e Dbl Pass 1v
INT Pass Pass 2%
Pass 2y 3¢ All Pass
\ J

2021 'N9 213 193

Israeli Online Matchpoints Pairs

llai Baniri managed to make ten tricks in this
contract and outscore those who made +120
in 1NT.

After North led the club seven, llai let South
hold the trick. A spade switch would have
ensured the defense four tricks, but South
persisted with clubs.

llai noted North’s takeout double and decided
to lay down the trump ace at trick three. He
entered dummy with a club ruff in order to
finesse against South’s diamond jack. The
only remaining problem was in spades. Having
one more entry to dummy in hearts, llai used
it to play a spade to the nine. North’s queen
won the trick, but two tricks later declarer laid
down his spade king, crushing South’s jack.
Perfect play!

While boring at IMPs, laydown game deals
often give nice opportunities for overtricks
and tops. Inon Liran played the following four
hearts contract excellently.

Board 21. Dealer North, Vul N/S

& 765
¥ 54

4 QJ862
& Q74

& T43 N
¥ JT763
¢ AKT \\4

& J2 S

& AKJ
¥ AQ92
E By

& AKS6

& Q982
¥ K8
¢ 753
& T953
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