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spade jack won yet another trick for the defense.

Had | told you at the beginning of the hand that
South was going to score only the AKQ of trumps,
you would have laughed, but this is actually what
happened.

Finally, let me quote the authors:

“‘Before we get any inflated ideas about our
superiority over the anceints, we might do well to
look back on their artistry and ask ourselves: how
many of us play as well today”?
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// Ram Soffer

Usually in this column | show some hands from
recent events, but this time | offer some very
old stuff, taken from a rather old book “Defence
at Bridge” by Victor Mollo and Aksel J. Nielsen.
According to the authors, the following hand was
played at rubber bridge in Paris during the 1940s,
and France’s greatest player at the time, Pierre
Albarran, was sitting West. The authors sum it up:
“Every trick sparkles”.

Dealer North, Vul E/W

& AT
¥ K53
¢ KJ83
& K654
& 95432
¥ QJ82 94
¢ 76 QT92
& A7 QT98
& KQ876
¥ 176
¢ 54
& J32
West North East South
INT 2¢ 24
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

In the book, East's bid is given as 2&, which | find
a little bit odd, since they should not have been
using too many conventions at the time, certainly

2023 'NY 237 [1'9'3

Every Trick Sparkles

at rubber bridge. Anyway, South bid 24 to play,
and West's double was a good old penalty double.
West didn't have good trumps, but he didn't need
to with so much ingenuity and deceptive skill in
defense

It started with the very first trick. West led the club
seven!! Of course, declarer fell for it and played
low from dummy. East won with the club queen
and returned the club ten, a suit preference signal
for hearts.

West took his club ace and reasoned that his
partner holds the heart ace, so he led the heart
jack at trick three, painting a false picture and
inducing declarer to cover with the king.

East took the YK with his ace and gave his partner
a club ruff. West returned a diamond for a finesse
through dummy’s king, and East played a second
round of hearts, finessing against South’s ten. By
the way, South played high to this trick and his ten
lost to West’s queen. Now West played a second
round of diamonds. Declarer, desperately trying
to win a trick, tried the king from dummy. After
winning with the ace, East led the diamond nine —
another false card. Declarer ruffed with the spade
six, and West overruffed with the nine. He returned
a small heart to his partner’s nine.

Up to now, the defenders won the first nine (!)
tricks. West's remaining trumps were the 543.
Enough is enough, right?

No, down four was not enough for Pierre Albarran.
When his partner played the diamond ten at trick
ten and declarer ruffed with the spade queen
(scoring a trick, at last) he underruffed!

This produced the illusion that he had only trumps
left. Next thing, declarer played a small spade,
inserting the ten from dummy. East’'s singleton
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