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Fred Gitelman

on Power Up Your Bridge Game:
“This book will make you a better bridge
player and, if you are lucky, perhaps a little
bit of Gino'’s passion for our game will rub

off on you as well.”
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// Eldad Ginosar

The following deal was played in an Israeli
national event. It was analyzed by world
champion Adi Asulin. The suggested auction
illustrates good slam bidding by North/South,
employing two important slam conventions:
Splinter and control-showing Cuebids.

Board 7. Dealer South, Vul All

® -
¥ KQ543
¢ AK82
& 8742
& AKJ86 N & T953
¥ 9 ¥ 76
o T765 W  E
& A63 S & JT95
& Q742
¥ AJT82
¢ Q3
& KQ
Suggested auction:
\
West North East South
1v
14 3e Pass 4
Pass 4¢ Pass 4
Pass 6v All Pass
\ J

Explanation of the Bidding

3#4: North’s three spades is a splinter bid,
showing at least four hearts, 12 HCP and
shortness in spades (singleton or void). The
partnership recognizes a splinter bid as a

2024 'NY) 249 |1'9'3

Slam Bidding with a Splinter

“strange jump in a new suit at game level”.
Therefore the partners can easily recognize a
jump cuebid as a splinter, enabling them to bid
a magical slam.

4%: Advancing a splinter bid, partner
re-evaluates  his/her  strength,  mainly
discounting HCP in the splinter suit

(spades). Any HCP remaining outside that
suit are considered to be “working HCP”.
In general, with a combined 27 “working
HCP” the partnership may bid a “magic’
slam. South’s only wasted card is the queen
of spades. Outside of spades, South has
several useful cards entailing 12 “working
HCP” with two doubletons. However, this is
a minimum opener, so South isn’t going all
the way to slam. South’s rebid of four clubs
communicates a useful hand for slam, with
little or no wasted values in spades. The
choice of clubs indicates a control in that suit.
According to modern partnership agreements,
a side suit control may be the ace, the king or
a shortness (singleton or void).

4+: Responder shows a control in diamonds
and a forward-going hand.

4v: In such auctions, bidding the agreed trump
suit is always an offer to stop. Opener intends
to show a useful minimum by making a side
suit control bid (four clubs) followed by a four
hearts bid showing limited strength.

6v: Responder places the final contract.
Holding a spade void opposite a one heart
opening bid, Responder always planned to
drive to slam provided Opener could show
a club control. His four diamonds bid was a
potential grand slam try, but after Opener’s
discouraging four hearts bid, he was satisfied
with a small slam. It was pointless to ask for
keycards with a side suit void.
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