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™ Israeli Mixed Pairs

/7 Yossi Engel

The final stages of the annual Mixed Pairs
Israeli Championship took place at the
beginning of March. Twenty-eight pairs
qualified for the finals, and the winners were:

1. Tali Melamed — Dirk Pieters 58.65%
2. Yaniv Zack — Ronnie Barr Benin 57.59%
3. Michal Nosatzki — Arik Perimutter 56.60%

In the following hand, Yaniv Zack (South)
defended excellently:

Dealer South, Vul All

& J387
¥ J9542
¢ KJ2
& K8
& KT & AQ96432
¥ 3 ¥ Q6
¢ QT953 E ¢ A8
& AQJ65S & 43
® 5
¥ AKT73
¢ 764
& T972
West North East South
2y
Pass 49 4a All Pass

Yaniv led the YA and switched to a diamond.

Declarer assumed that South’s minor suit was
clubs, therefore he finessed clubs at trick 3.
Ronnie Barr-Benin (North) won the club king

2025 'R0 261 [I9'2

Championship 2025

and returned a diamond. Declarer made his
contract without an overtrick, scoring less than
50% of the matchpoints.

Dealer West, Vul E/W

& Q8642
¥ 653
¢ QJT96
‘_
& T3 N & AKJ9
T ¥ AQ
o AK753 E
& KJ872 & AT953
& 75
¥ KJ98742
¢ 2
& Q64
West North East South
1e Pass 248 3y
4 Pass ANT Pass
54 Pass L) All Pass

Having found a club fit, East asks for the
number of keycards. West knows about the
10-card fit so he shows 2 keycards plus the
club queen. East bids the grand slam, and his
only problem is locating the trump queen.

In view of South’s preemtive bid 3¥, one would
expect declarer to start clubs with the king and
go down, but this didn’t happen at any table.
The contract of seven clubs was played at two
tables only, and in both cases the contract
was made.
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