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promoted a spade trick for me, and the heart
finesse was superfluous.

The right play was to lay down the heart ace at
trick two, then continue hearts and create two
entries to dummy. The only case where this
would fail was when North holds the heart king
and South holds the club king-queen, provided
that North plays a club at every opportunity
before a club loser is discarded on my third
spade. However, against such a distribution,
three hearts didn't have a chance anyway
even after the favorable diamond lead.

The point of not finessing is that if South
holds the heart king, he cannot attack clubs
profitably, so | will have time to develop my
spade trick and discard a losing club.

The lesson from this is that, while at
Matchpoints scoring it's worth trying any
reasonable chance for overtricks, at IMP
scoring one should maximize the chances of
making the contract and give a lesser priority
to attempting overtricks.
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/7 Ram Soffer

The following deal in which | was the declarer
is taken from a pairs tournament with IMP
(butler) scoring at the new "Bridge4Kids” club
in Rehovot. | am sorry to report that | played it
as if it was Matchpoints (top-bottom) and went
down in a makeable contract.

Dealer East, Vul None

o AT762
Y K5
¢ KJT7

& K4

& QU4 N
@ AQ943

+ AQ W
& J98 S

& 93
@ JT876
E B
& AT3

& K85
w2

¢ 5432
& Q7652

North/South should be going plus here, either
by making two or three spades, or by defeating
three hearts. The bidding at my table was:

West North  East South\
Pass Pass
INT* Pass 2¢ Pass
3v Pass Pass Pass
-
*14-16

2026 'N 272 |1'9'3

Greediness Punished

North made two mistakes which should have
turned his expected plus into a minus: First,
he failed to bid two spades (according to the
most common defenses to 1NT, this shows
five spades and 4-5 cards in one of the minor
suits). This is an excessively passive approach
in the bidding. For the second mistake, leading
the diamond jack, one can hardly blame him
since there is no safe lead from his hand (this
is another reason to intervene in the bidding
and not let the 1NT opener play the hand).

After winning the first trick with the diamond
queen, my prospects in three hearts looked
rosy, so (regretfully) | turned my attention to
winning an overtrick.

In order to achieve this, | decided to combine a
heart finesse with a double finesse in clubs. At
trick two | led the club jack, covered by North's
king. Then | ran the heart jack for a finesse.

The punishment was swift: North won the
heart king, continued a club to his partners'
queen and got a club ruff. After losing two
spade tricks | went one down. Incidentally, this
was a gain of 2 IMPs for us, but it should have
been more.

Apparently, | was unlucky that the clubs were
5-2 with the defenders being able to score a
ruff. However, deeper analysis of the hand
revealed that | played badly.

An important clue which | missed was that
North didn't lead a spade, therefore he couldn't
have ace-king of spades. Thus, leading
spades twice from dummy would have surely
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