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Board 17. Dealer North, Vul None South guessed well to Pass 1NT (even though
there exist many possible North hands where

& A64 four spades would by an easy make), and
¥ A96 West used a convention (invented by Matthew
¢ KT7 Granovetter) according to which a double of
& AJT4 a 1NT opening showed a two-suiter including
spades. According to their explanation it was

& J852 N & 97 at least 4-4.
¥ Q ¥ KJ7432 As far as | remember, when | played that
¢ AQJB42 A E ¢ 33 convention it showed at least 5-4 (not
& 85 S & Q96 necessarily five spades) and the responses
were: two clubs — dislikes spades and wants
& KQT3 to play in the other suit and two diamonds —
¥ 185 usually a doubleton spades, to play in spades
¢ 96 only if partner has five of them. Had East/West
& K732 used it that way, they could have landed in a

safe two diamonds contract. Instead, East bid
two hearts (to play, regardless of partner’s
hand) and West overruled him despite having

West North East South ) a very useful card in hearts.

Amar Chaitin The final contract of two spades doubled was

AINT Pass Pass not a beauty. For some reason North led a

small heart, giving up a trick. Still declarer was

Dbl* Pass 2v**  All Pass in big trouble. He tried to bring in the diamond
24 Pass Pass Dbl suit, but to no avail. Losing control, he could

P P P gather only four tricks. Plus 800 was worth
ass ass ass 11.97 IMPs for North-South, on their way to a
- ' winning total of 109.91 IMPs.
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The online preliminaries of the Israeli Senior
Pairs championship (IMP scoring) were held
on May 7, 2021. Forty-eight boards were
played, and two pairs managed to amass 100
or more IMPs.

Here is a nice board by the second-place pair
Shimshon Horovitz — Noah Timyanker:

Board 41. Dealer North, Vul E/W

& AJ42
¥ AQJ6
¢ JT9
& 94
& K8 N & Q96
V- ¥ 73
o Aks752  UWARRNER . 043
& KB8632 S & AQJITS
& T753
¥ KT98542
¢ 6
& 7
West North East South
Timyanker Horovitz
18* Pass 29**
3¢ 4v 5¢ 5v
6¢ Pass Pass Pass
. J
* 2+ cards

** weak

2021 21 214 |1'9'3

Israeli Online Senior Pairs

South’s weak jump shift did little to prevent
West from overcalling three diamonds.
North correctly supported to four hearts.
East (Shimshon Horovitz) understood that
his partner’s three-level vulnerable overcall
showed a very good hand and competed to
five diamonds with a great holding in opener’s
first “suit”. South competed to five hearts
with his wild distribution, but West (Noah
Timyanker) was happy to bid again at the six
level. In my opinion, South had to sacrifice at
six hearts due to his partner’s failure to double
six diamonds. That would have cost his side
a meagre minus 300 (in case of declarer
guessing spades correctly) instead of the
actual result of +1370 in favor of East-West
which netted them 9.03 IMPs.

In my opinion, even if East Passes four hearts,
West can make another try with five clubs
(after all, the one club opening didn’t promise
a real suit). In this case, the resulting contract
might be six clubs. How often can one bid and
make a slam in his opponent’s opening suit?!

Let’'s move on to the first-place pair (remember,
this was just the preliminaries) Avi Amar —
David Chaitin. In the following hand their
opponents just made a mess of it, and the
tournament winners duly took advantage.
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