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Example 18 Example 20

& K52 & Q53
& K984 & Q964
Example 19
To be continued
& K5
& K63

& K854




47

If there are two honors in dummy, you
should cover the honor played from

declarer’s hand.

Example 11

¢ KQ6
¢ Q74
¢ K52

Example 12

¢ KQ4
¢ Q62
¢ K84

Example 13

¢ J52
¢ Jo4
¢ KJ6

Example 14

¢ KJ6
¢ K53
¢ K94
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¢ AJ3

Example 15

¢ AQ4
¢ Q52
¢ Qo4

Example 16

¢ AQ4
4 Q52
¢ Qo4

Example 17

¢ Q52
¢ Q84

¢ J

If there is a four- or five- card suit with
three honors in dummy, the honor from
declarer’s hand shall be covered only if
there is a chance to win a trick with a spot
card.



Example 4
& T93

Example 5
& JT2

Example 6
& QJ4

Case B: Dummy is on your left

When declarer plays an honor from his
hand and there is just one higher honor in

dummy:

If you have no more than one honor in your
hand, you should not cover in the first

round!

A X X X X 2 A X X X X 2

L X X & 2

J52
Jg7
Q86
K75
QJ7
KQ5

Q53
Q98
K75
K94
KQ4
AQ5

K73
KT9
A82
ATS

Example 7

¥ J63
V¥ Q64
¥ Q98
¥ K85
¥ QJ3
¥ KQ7

Example 8

¥ Q4

¥ Q63
¥ Q98
¥ K97
¥ KQ4

Example 9

¥ J74
¥ J95
¥ Q52
¥ Q98

10 Example

¥ Q52
¥ Q94
¥ Q98
¥ QTS
¥ AQ4
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/7 Melih Ozdil

This is the first part of a series of articles about
defending vs. NT contracts.

The subject is: When to Cover an Honor
with an Honor.

The following rules about Cover/Not Cover are
the mostimportant defensive application. They
help us to make the right decisions whether
to cover or not cover the honor just played
by our RHO. The rules must be learned, and
the defender holding an honor in a suit which
has a lower honor in dummy has to plan in
advance what to do when this honor is played.

In addition to the losses generated by not
knowing the rules, not being prepared and
hesitating when an honor is played by RHO
results in information given freely to the
declarer. The rules have to be applied if there
is any chance of winning a trick in that suit.
There must be a chance of winning a trick by
an honor or a spot card either in your hand or
in partner’s hand. The hope of winning a trick
is sufficient. Covering RHO’s honor without
any chance of winning a trick in that suit shall
be a mistake, as logic is always above all the
rules.

It does not matter if you apply the rules when
dummy is on your right or on your left, the
outcome will be the same when examining all
four hands with open cards.

Case A: Dummy is on your right

If there is just one honor in dummy and it is
played by declarer, you should cover.

2025 21" 262 |1'9'A

__ To Cover or Not to Cover

Example 1
& T63

& J52

& Q86

& K63

& QJ4
Example 2
& J52

& Q86

& K63

& KT7

& KQ4
Example 3
& Q74

& K86

2N o KT3

If there are touching honors in dummy and
we don’t have more than one higher honor,
than the first honor played from dummy
should not be covered, but the last one
shall be covered.



