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Here is my recommended bidding sequence:

West North East South h
14 Pass
2NT Pass 3a* Pass
T Pass 44** Pass
4v** Pass 4NT Pass
Sax** Pass 6e All Pass
- J

* good hand with club shortness ** cue-bid
*** 2 out of 5 keycards + «Q

West's first bid of 2NT shows a game-forcing
hand with 4+ spades. East’s artificial 34
response shows extra values (this 5-5 hand
cannot be considered a minimum) with a
club shortness. Of course, after this West is
very interested in slam, and both partners
exchange cue-bids. Eventually, East asks for
keycards and finds out that they have 4 out of
5 keycards plus the trump queen, so he bids
a small slam.

2026 21" 274 |1'7'2

In order to make the contract, declarer should
develop dummy’s club suit (not his own
diamond suit).

For example, after a trump lead and
continuation, he wins in his hand with &K,
unblocks the #K, finishes drawing trumps with
the #Q and ruffs a club. Heart to the ace is
followed by another club ruff, establishing the
suit. Finally, declarer ruffs a diamond, entering
dummy in order to enjoy the long clubs.

A similar line will suffice after any lead by the
defense, as long as declarer plays with care,
preserving enough entries for the long clubs.

In the Mixed Pairs championship, most East/
West pairs were not so successful. Only seven
pairs bid and made six spades (94%). Those
who made twelve tricks in four spades were
still rewarded with 67%.

Conclusion: Efficient use of the Jacoby
2NT convention may give you a lot of tops
at matchpoints and/or slam swings at IMP
scoring.



/7 Ram Soffer

Nowadays one rarely sees a natural 2NT
response to an opening bid of one heart or
one spade. Everyone seems to know about
the Jacoby 2NT convention, but most players
don't know how to continue efficiently after
2NT.

Some of them use natural bidding — new suit at
level 3 showing length — however, when there
is already a known fit of at least 9 cards in a
major suit, why look for a fit in another suit?!

The most important idea was introduced by
Marty Bergen in the 1980s: Opener shall
bid his singleton! This helps Responder to
evaluate slam chances. With a lot of wasted
values opposite his partner’s shortness he
will attempt to sign off on game. On the other
hand, when there are no wasted values he will
cue-bid, encouraging his partner to bid a slam.

According to my own experience, using
shortness-showing responses to 2NT has
led to many successful slams. However, the
consensus of most expert pairs nowadays is
also to show strength.

After 1v/14 — 2NT, opener bids three clubs
with any minimum hand. Any other bid shows
extras.

For example, after one spade — two notrump,
3¢4/3v shows a good hand with shortness in
the bid suit, while 34 shows a good hand with
club shortness and 3NT a good hand without
any singleton.

After 3% by the opener, responder may ask for
shortness by 3¢ (the continuation bids have to
be agreed by the partnership).

The Jacoby 2NT Convention

Let us try to apply these principles in the
following deal, taken from the preliminary stage
of the 2026 Israel Mixed Pairs championship.

Dealer East, Vul All

® A82
¥ JT9743
¢ Q4

& QT74 & KJ965
¥ A6 ¥ K8
0 J 2N, As732
& AT6542 & K

¥ Q52

¢ KT965

& Q873

East opens one spade.

Why should West use Jacoby 2NT and not a
splinter bid of four diamonds?

In my opinion, his hand is too powerful for a
splinter bid which is limited to 8-11 HCP. West
does have 11 HCP, but the long club suit has
lots of potential, making his hand significantly
stronger.
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