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Amazing Vacation! Villa Moses is
new boutique villa, well designed,
modern, comfortable and very
well equipped with everything
you might need. We stayed at
beautiful spacy apartment, fully
furnished with two cozy bedroom
and living room. It had 2 terraces,
one extremely large with stunning
views. It's a perfect place for
families and for group of friends
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who love to spend their holiday
together. The area is great for
relaxing, hiking, beach walk and
great food. Wonderful beaches (less
crowded), lot of blue sea around,
lovely villages and local taverns
with famous greek cuisine in

short distance. Fantastic vacation
at villa Moses - thank you for the
hospitality! Warmly recommended,
will visit again!
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holding the heart king and led a heart from
dummy for a straightforward finesse. Wrong!

The club duck was a great success: Meckstroth
lost his ace but scored both of his kings. At
the other table North opened a natural one
diamond, and East had to pick a lead against
six diamonds. He chose the heart nine, and
after that North knew what to do in the heart
suit — six made!

The next hand is taken from the final match
against Pakistan.

Dealer West, Vul None

®» 2
¥ T8
¢ AKQT852
& 642
& Q987 N & J54
¥ AQ964 ¥ J32
o 6 W E I
& K97 S & AQJ53
& AKT63
¥ K75
¢ 974
& T8
\
West North East South
Munir Meckstroth Fazli Rodwell
1v 3v Dbl 3NT
Pass Pass Dbl Pass
Pass RDbl All Pass
\ J

That was some remarkable bidding! Did you
think Meckstroth would be satisfied with a
“‘normal” preempt of three diamonds? No. He
wanted his partner to bid 3NT with a heart
stopper, while having nothing in clubs and
spades!

Both of East’s doubles showed high-card
power. In my opinion, doubling the final
contract should indicate which suit to lead,
but the Pakistani pair didn’t have such an
agreement.

Then came North’s redouble, expressing
doubt about the final contract and leaving the
decision to his partner. Eric Rodwell (South)
decided that his hand was fine enough to
attempt three no-trump redoubled.

What is going on here? If West leads a small
heart, South makes the first ten tricks. If he
leads a spade or a diamond, declarer has nine
tricks. However, after a club lead the defense
is going to win the first ten tricks (six down)
with a mammoth penalty of 2200 (old scoring,
nowadays it would be 2800).

Poor Munir had to guess, and when he put
the spade seven on the table, his opponents’
gamble succeeded to the tune of plus 750 and
12 IMPs gained (instead of 20 IMPs which
could be lost after a club lead).

Well, such gamblers cannot succeed in the
long run, you may think — but bridge history
has proven otherwise. Meckstroth-Rodwell
have dominated high-level bridge like no other
pair in the intervening forty years, and they are
still playing together. Perhaps this is because
they are so good at inducing their opponents
to make mistakes or wrong decisions.

These remarkable hands were taken from
David Bird’s excellent book “Famous Leads
and Defences”.
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international

Unfortunately,
championships as we used to know them
will not return before 2022. The World Bridge
Federation recently announced that the World

bridge

Championship tournament (including the
Bermuda Bowl, Venice Cup etc.) scheduled
for 2021 will not take place, and that they
hope to be able to hold it in early 2022. For
the time being, top-level bridge is happening
mostly online, so let us refresh our memory
with some great face-to-face bridge from the
past.

Exactly forty years ago in 1981, a young
American pair was making its international
debut in the Bermuda Bowl. In the preliminary
stage, the following deal turned up in the
match against Indonesia:

Dealer West, Vul E/W

& Q763

¥38

¢ AK62

& KQT4
& K5 & T9842
¥ KT732 ¥ 96
¢ 74 E ¢ 95
& AB32 & J987

& AJ

¥ AQJ54

¢ QJT83

&5

2021 "1 215 [I'9'A

Forty Years Ago

\
West North East South
Meckstroth Sacul Rodwell Waluyan
Pass 28" Pass 2%
Pass 248%%F Pass 3¢
Pass 4% Pass ANT
Pass o¢ Pass 6e
Pass Pass Pass
N\ J
*12-17 HCP, 4441 shape
** asking
*** heart singleton

Due to the artificial opening bid used by the
Indonesian pair, South became declarer in six
diamonds.

Holding a lot of defensive strength, Jeff
Meckstroth (West) opted for a Passive trump
lead. South won in hand and led his singleton
club. It takes some guts to duck the club ace,
but Meckstroth did it smoothly. In fact, it was
not hard to calculate that in case South’s club
was a singleton, taking his ace would cost
him a sure trick in spades, while a duck would
reduce the number of dummy’s club tricks
from two to one (and maybe zero if South tries
an over-sophisticated club ten from dummy).

Indeed, after winning with the club king,
declarer ran dummy’s spade jack for a losing
finesse. Westwon his spade king and persisted
with trumps. Having two potential heart ruffs in
dummy and a discard available on the spade
queen, all declarer had to do was to guess
who held the heart king.

Knowing that West started with the club ace
and spade king, Waluyan gambled on East
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