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INTRODUCTION TO THE 2007 LAWS OF DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

 

The Laws are designed to define correct procedure and to provide an adequate remedy 

when there is a departure from correct procedure. They are primarily designed not as 

punishment for irregularities but rather for the rectification of situations where non-

offenders may otherwise be damaged. Players should be ready to accept gracefully any 

rectification or adjusted score awarded by the Director. 

 

There have been many developments in duplicate bridge over the last ten years and 

there are no signs that these changes have stopped. The task that confronted the 

Drafting Committee was to ensure the Laws were updated so as to cope with past 

changes and to establish a framework that can cope with future developments. 

 

Directors have been given considerably more discretionary powers. There are fewer 

automatic penalties: they are replaced by the concept of rectification of a situation that 

unfortunately has arisen. Bridge is played in different ways in different countries so the 

Laws give more power to Regulating Authorities to make controlling regulations. This is 

particularly so in the area of Special Partnership Understandings, in itself a new concept. 

Artificial bidding is a fact of life so an attempt has been made to solve problems, or to 

allow Regulating Authorities to solve problems, that arise when something goes wrong. 

 

We have tried to clarify the areas of responsibility of Regulating Authorities, Tournament 

Organizers and Directors and it is made clear that certain responsibilities may be either 

assigned or delegated. 

 

Many headings present in the 1997 Laws have been removed in the interests of 

streamlining their appearance. Where headings remain they do not limit the application 

of any law, nor indeed does the omission of a cross-reference. 

 

Established usage has been retained in regard to “may” do (failure to do it is not wrong), 

“does” (establishes correct procedure without suggesting that violation be penalized) 

“should” do (failure to do it is an infraction jeopardizing the infractor’s rights but not 

often penalized), “shall” do (a violation will incur a procedural penalty more often than 

not), “must” do (the strongest word, a serious matter indeed). Again, “must not” is the 

strongest prohibition, “shall not” is strong but “may not” is stronger – just short of “must 

not”. 

 

For the avoidance of doubt, this Introduction and the Definitions that follow form part of 

the Laws. Finally, unless the context clearly dictates otherwise, the singular includes the 

plural and the masculine includes the feminine, and vice versa. 



 

    DEFINITIONS 

 

Adjusted Score  — A score awarded by the Director (see Law 12).  It is 

either “artificial” or “assigned”. 

Alert  — A notification, whose form may be specified by the Regulating 

Authority, to the effect that opponents may be in need of an explanation. 

Artificial call — is a bid, double, or redouble that conveys information 

(not being information taken for granted by players generally) other than 

willingness to play in the denomination named or last named; or a pass 

which promises more than a specified amount of strength or if it promises 

or denies values other than in the last suit named.  

Auction  — 1.  The process of determining the contract by means of 

successive calls. It begins when the first call is made.  2. The aggregate 

of calls made (see Law 17). 

Bid  — an undertaking to win at least a specified number of odd tricks 

(tricks in excess of six) in a specified denomination. 

Board  — 1.  A duplicate board as described in Law 2.   2.  The four hands 

as originally dealt and placed in a duplicate board for play during a 

session (also referred to as a ‘deal’). 

Call — Any bid, double, redouble or pass. 

Cancelled — see “Withdrawn”. 

Contestant  — in an individual event, a player; in a pair event, two 

players playing as partners throughout the event; in a team event, four or 

more players playing as team-mates. 

Contract  — the undertaking by declarer’s side to win, at the denomination 

named, the number of odd tricks specified in the final bid, whether 

undoubled, doubled or redoubled. (See Law 22) 

Deal  — 1.  The distribution of the pack to form the hands of the four 

players.  2.  The cards so distributed considered as a unit, including the 

auction and play thereof. 

Declarer  — the player who, for the side that makes the final bid, first 

bid the denomination named in the final bid.  He becomes declarer when the 

opening lead is faced (but see Law 54A when the opening lead is made out of 

turn). 

Defender  — an opponent of (presumed) declarer. 

Denomination  — the suit or no trump specified in a bid. 

Double  — a call over an opponent’s bid increasing the scoring value of 

fulfilled or defeated contracts (see Laws 19A and 77). 

Dummy  — 1.  Declarer’s partner.  He becomes dummy when the opening lead is 

faced.  2.  Declarer’s partner’s cards, once they are spread on the table 

after the opening lead. 

Event  — a contest of one or more sessions.  

Extraneous — not part of the lawful procedures of the game.  

Follow Suit  — Play a card of the suit that has been led. 

Game  — 100 or more trick points scored on one deal. 

Hand  — the cards originally dealt to a player, or the remaining portion 

thereof. 

Honour  — any Ace, King, Queen, Jack or 10. 

Infraction — a player’s breach of Law or of Lawful regulation.  

International Matchpoint (IMP) — a unit of scoring awarded according to a 

schedule established in Law 78B. 

Irregularity — a deviation from correct procedure inclusive of, but not 

limited to, those which involve an infraction by a player. 

Lead  — the first card played to a trick. 

LHO  — Left-hand opponent. 

Matchpoint  — a unit of scoring awarded to a contestant as a result of 

comparison with one or more other scores. See Law 78A.  

Odd Trick  — each trick to be won by declarer’s side in excess of six. 

Opening Lead  — the card led to the first trick. 



Opponent  — a player of the other side; a member of the partnership to 

which one is opposed. 

Overtrick  — each trick won by declarer’s side in excess of the contract. 

Pack  — the 52 playing cards with which the game is played.  

Partner  — the player with whom one plays as a side against the other two 

players at the table. 

Partscore — 90 or fewer trick points scored on one deal. 

Pass — a call specifying that a player does not, at that turn, elect to 

bid, double or redouble. 

Penalty — (See also ‘Rectification’) — penalties are of two kinds: 

disciplinary — those applied for the maintenance of courtesy and good 

order (see Law 91), and 

procedural — penalties (additional to any rectification) awarded in the 

Director’s discretion in cases of procedural irregularities (see Law 

90). 

Penalty card — a card subject to disposition under Law 50. 

Play — 1.  The contribution of a card from one’s hand to a trick, including 

the first card, which is the lead.  2.  The aggregate of plays made.  3.  

The period during which the cards are played.  4.  The aggregate of the 

calls and plays on a board. 

Play period — commences when the opening lead on a board is faced; 

contestants’ rights and powers in the play period each expire as the 

relevant Law provides. The play period itself ends when the cards are 

removed from their slots on the subsequent board (or when the last board of 

a round is quitted).  

Premium Points — any points earned other than trick points (see Law 77). 

Psychic call (commonly ‘psych[e]‘ or ‘psychic’) — a deliberate and gross 

misstatement of honour strength and/or of suit length.  

Rectification — the remedial provisions to be applied when an irregularity 

has come to the Director’s attention.  

Redouble  — a call over an opponent’s double, increasing the scoring value 

of fulfilled or defeated contracts (see Laws 19B and 77). 

Retracted — see “Withdrawn”. 

RHO — Right-hand opponent. 

Rotation  — the clockwise progression of the normal turns to call or play; 

also the clockwise order in which, one at a time, the cards are recommended 

to be dealt. 

Round — a part of a session played without progression of players. 

Session  — an extended period of play during which a number of boards, 

specified by the Tournament Organizer, is scheduled to be played. (May have 

different meanings as between Laws 4, 12C2 and 91.) 

Side  — two players at a table who constitute a partnership against the 

other two players. 

Slam  — A contract to win six odd tricks (called Small Slam), or to win 

seven odd tricks (called Grand Slam). 

Sorted deck — a pack of cards not randomized from its prior condition.  

Suit  — One of four groups of cards in the pack, each group comprising 

thirteen cards and having a characteristic symbol: spades ([), hearts (]), 
diamonds ({), clubs (}). 
Team  — two or more pairs playing in different compass directions at 

different tables but for a common score (applicable regulations may permit 

teams of more than four members). 

Trick  — the unit by which the outcome of the contract is determined, 

composed unless flawed of four cards, one contributed by each player in 

rotation, beginning with the lead. 

Trick Points  — points scored by declarer’s side for fulfilling the 

contract (see Law 77). 

Trump  — each card of the denomination named in a suit contract. 

Turn  — the correct time at which a player is due to call or play. 

Undertrick  — each trick by which declarer’s side falls short of fulfilling 

the contract (see Law 77). 



Unintended — involuntary; not under control of the will; not the intention 

of the player at the moment of his action.   

Vulnerability  — the conditions for assigning premiums and undertrick 

penalties (see Law 77). 

Withdrawn — actions said to be ‘withdrawn’ include actions that are 

‘cancelled’ and cards that are ‘retracted’. 

 

 

 



LAW 1 -  THE PACK -  RANK OF CARDS AND SUI TS 
 
Dupl i cat e Br i dge i s pl ayed wi t h a pack of  52 car ds,  consi st i ng of  13 car ds 
i n each of  f our  sui t s.  The sui t s r ank downwar d i n t he or der  spades ( ♠) ,  
hear t s ( ♥) ,  di amonds ( ♦) ,  c l ubs ( ♣) .  The Car ds of  each sui t  r ank downwar d 
i n t he or der  Ace,  Ki ng,  Queen,  Jack,  10,  9,  8,  7,  6,  5,  4,  3,  2.  
 
LAW 2 -  THE DUPLI CATE BOARDS 
 
A dupl i cat e boar d cont ai ni ng a pack i s pr ovi ded f or  each deal  t o be pl ayed 
dur i ng a sessi on.  Each boar d i s number ed and has f our  pocket s t o hol d t he 
f our  hands,  desi gnat ed Nor t h,  East ,  Sout h and West .  The deal er  and 
vul ner abi l i t y  ar e desi gnat ed as f ol l ows:  
Nor t h Deal er             Boar ds  1  5  9   13 
East  Deal er              Boar ds  2  6  10  14 
Sout h Deal er             Boar ds  3  7  11  15 
West  Deal er              Boar ds  4  8  12  16 
Nei t her  Si de Vul ner abl e Boar ds  1  8  11  14 
Nor t h- Sout h Vul ner abl e  Boar ds  2  5  12  15 
East - West  Vul ner abl e    Boar ds  3  6  9   16 
Bot h Si des Vul ner abl e   Boar ds  4  7  10  13 
The same sequence i s r epeat ed f or  Boar ds 17- 32 and f or  each subsequent  
gr oup of  16 boar ds.  
No boar d t hat  f ai l s  t o conf or m t o t hese condi t i ons shoul d be used.  I f  such 
boar d i s used,  however ,  t he condi t i ons mar ked on i t  appl y f or  t hat  sessi on.  
 
LAW 3 -  ARRANGEMENT OF TABLES 
 
Four  pl ayer s pl ay at  each t abl e,  and t abl es ar e number ed i n a sequence 
est abl i shed by t he Di r ect or .  He desi gnat es one di r ect i on as Nor t h;  ot her  
compass di r ect i ons assume t he nor mal  r el at i onshi p t o Nor t h.  
 
LAW 4 -  PARTNERSHI PS 
 
The f our  pl ayer s at  each t abl e const i t ut e t wo par t ner shi ps or  s i des,  Nor t h -
Sout h agai nst  East - West .  I n pai r  or  t eam event s t he cont est ant s ent er  as 
pai r s or  t eams r espect i vel y and r et ai n t he same par t ner shi ps t hr oughout  a 
sessi on ( except  i n t he case of  subst i t ut i ons aut hor i zed by t he Di r ect or ) .  
I n i ndi v i dual  event s each pl ayer  ent er s separ at el y,  and par t ner shi ps change 
dur i ng a sessi on.  
 
LAW 5 -  ASSI GNMENT OF SEATS 
 
A.  I ni t i al  Posi t i on 
 
The Di r ect or  assi gns an i ni t i al  posi t i on t o each cont est ant  ( i ndi v i dual ,  
pai r  or  t eam)  at  t he st ar t  of  a sessi on.  Unl ess ot her wi se di r ect ed,  t he 
member s of  each pai r  or  t eam may sel ect  seat s among t hose assi gned t o t hem 
by mut ual  agr eement .  Havi ng once sel ect ed a compass di r ect i on,  a pl ayer  may 
change i t  wi t hi n a sessi on onl y upon i nst r uct i on or  wi t h per mi ssi on of  t he 
Di r ect or .   
 
B.  Change of  Di r ect i on or  Tabl e 
 
Pl ayer s change t hei r  i ni t i al  compass di r ect i on or  pr oceed t o anot her  t abl e 
i n accor dance wi t h t he Di r ect or ’ s i nst r uct i ons.  The Di r ect or  i s  r esponsi bl e 
f or  c l ear  announcement  of  i nst r uct i ons;  each pl ayer  i s  r esponsi bl e f or  
movi ng when and as di r ect ed and f or  occupyi ng t he cor r ect  seat  af t er  each 
change.  
 



LAW 6 - THE SHUFFLE AND DEAL                                                     
 
A.  The Shuf f l e 
Bef or e pl ay st ar t s,  each pack i s t hor oughl y shuf f l ed.  Ther e i s a cut  i f  
ei t her  opponent  so r equest s.  
 
B.  The Deal  
The car ds must  be deal t  f ace down,  one car d at  a t i me,  i nt o f our  hands of  
t hi r t een car ds each;  each hand i s t hen pl aced f ace down i n one of  t he f our  
pocket s of  t he boar d.   The r ecommended pr ocedur e i s t hat  t he car ds be deal t  
i n r ot at i on,  c l ockwi se.  
 
C.  Repr esent at i on of  Bot h Pai r s  
 
A member  of  each si de shoul d be pr esent  dur i ng t he shuf f l e and d eal  unl ess 
t he Di r ect or  i nst r uct s ot her wi se.  
 
D.  New Shuf f l e and Re- deal  
 
1.  I f  i t  i s  ascer t ai ned bef or e t he auct i on f i r st  begi ns on a boar d t hat  t he 
car ds have been i ncor r ect l y deal t  or  t hat  dur i ng t he shuf f l e and deal  a 
pl ayer  coul d have seen t he f ace of  a car d bel ongi ng t o anot her  pl ayer  t her e 
shal l  be a new shuf f l e and deal .  Ther eaf t er  Law 16C appl i es t o t he 
acci dent al  s i ght i ng of  a car d bel ongi ng t o anot her  pl ayer ’ s hand bef or e 
compl et i on of  t he pl ay of  t he boar d ( but  see Law 24) .  Any i l l egal l y deal t  
boar d i s a f oul ed boar d,  and f or  any ot her  i r r egul ar i t y see t he r el evant  
Law.   
 
2.  Unl ess t he pur pose of  t he t our nament  i s  t he r epl ay of  past  deal s no 
r esul t  may st and i f  t he car ds ar e deal t  wi t hout  shuf f l e f r om a sor t ed deck*  
or  i f  t he deal  has been i mpor t ed f r om a di f f er ent  sessi on.  ( These 
pr ovi s i ons shal l  not  pr event  ar r angement s,  wher e desi r ed,  f or  exchange of  
boar ds bet ween t abl es. )  
 
3.  Subj ect  t o Law 22A,  t her e must  be a new shuf f l e and a r edeal  when 
r equi r ed by t he Di r ect or  f or  any r eason compat i bl e wi t h t he Laws ( but  see 
Law 86C) .  
 
E.  Di r ect or ’ s Opt i on on Shuf f l i ng and Deal i ng 
 
1.  The Di r ect or  may i nst r uct  t hat  t he shuf f l e and deal  be per f or med at  each 
t abl e i mmedi at el y bef or e pl ay st ar t s.  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  may hi msel f  per f or m t he shuf f l e and deal  i n advance.  
 
3.  The Di r ect or  may have hi s assi st ant s or  ot her  appoi nt ed agent s per f or m 
t he shuf f l e and deal  i n advance.  
 
4.  The Di r ect or  may r equi r e a di f f er ent  met hod of  deal i ng or  pr e - deal i ng t o 
pr oduce t he same whol l y r andom expect at i ons as f r om A and B above.  
 
F.  Dupl i cat i on of  Boar d 
I f  r equi r ed by t he condi t i ons of  pl ay,  one or  mor e exact  copi es of  each 
or i gi nal  deal  may be made under  t he Di r ect or ’ s i nst r uct i ons.  When he so 
i nst r uct s t her e shal l  nor mal l y be no r edeal  of  a boar d ( al t hough t he 
Di r ect or  has power s t o or der  i t ) .  
 
*  A ‘ sor t ed deck’  i s  a pack of  car ds not  r andomi zed f r om i t s pr i or  
condi t i on.  
 



LAW 7 -  CONTROL OF BOARD AND CARDS 
 
A.  Pl acement  of  Boar d 
 
When a boar d i s t o be pl ayed i t  i s  pl aced i n t he cent r e of  t he t abl e unt i l  
pl ay i s compl et ed.  
 
B.  Removal  of  Car ds f r om Boar d 
 
1.  Each pl ayer  t akes a hand f r om t he pocket  cor r espondi ng t o hi s compass 
posi t i on.  
2.  Each pl ayer  count s hi s car ds f ace down t o be sur e he has exact l y 
t hi r t een;  af t er  t hat ,  and bef or e maki ng a cal l ,  he must  i nspect  t he f aces 
of  hi s car ds.  
 
3.  Dur i ng pl ay each pl ayer  r et ai ns possessi on of  hi s own car ds,  not  
per mi t t i ng t hem t o be mi xed wi t h t hose of  any ot her  pl ayer .  No pl ayer  shal l  
t ouch any car ds ot her  t han hi s own ( but  decl ar er  may pl ay dummy’ s car ds i n 
accor dance wi t h Law 45)  dur i ng or  af t er  pl ay except  by per mi ssi on of  t he 
Di r ect or .  
 
C.  Ret ur ni ng Car ds t o Boar d 
 
Af t er  pl ay has f i ni shed,  each pl ayer  shoul d shuf f l e hi s or i gi nal  t hi r t een 
car ds,  af t er  whi ch he r est or es t hem t o t he pocket  cor r espondi ng t o hi s 
compass posi t i on.  Ther eaf t er  no hand shal l  be r emoved f r om t he boar d unl ess 
a member  of  each si de,  or  t he Di r ect or ,  i s  pr esent .  
 
D.  Responsi bi l i t y  f or  Pr ocedur es  
 
Any cont est ant  r emai ni ng at  a t abl e t hr oughout  a sessi on i s pr i mar i l y  
r esponsi bl e f or  mai nt ai ni ng pr oper  condi t i ons of  pl ay at  t he t abl e.  
 
LAW 8 -  SEQUENCE OF ROUNDS 
 
A.  Movement  of  Boar ds and Pl ayer s  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  i nst r uct s t he pl ayer s as t o t he pr oper  movement  of  boar ds 
and pr ogr essi on of  cont est ant s.  
 
2.  Unl ess t he Di r ect or  i nst r uct s ot her wi se,  t he Nor t h pl ayer  at  each t abl e 
i s r esponsi bl e f or  movi ng t he boar ds j ust  compl et ed at  hi s t abl e t o t he 
pr oper  t abl e f or  t he f ol l owi ng r ound.  
 
B.  End of  Round 
 
1.  I n gener al ,  a r ound ends when t he Di r ect or  gi ves t he s i gnal  f or  t he 
st ar t  of  t he f ol l owi ng r ound;  but  i f  any t abl e has not  compl et ed pl ay by 
t hat  t i me,  t he r ound cont i nues f or  t hat  t abl e unt i l  t her e has been a 
pr ogr essi on of  pl ayer s.  
 
2.  When t he Di r ect or  exer ci ses hi s aut hor i t y t o post pone pl ay of  a boar d,  
f or  t hat  boar d t he r ound does not  end f or  t he pl ayer s concer ned unt i l  t he 
boar d has been pl ayed and t he scor e agr eed and r ecor ded or  t he Di r ect or  has 
cancel l ed t he pl ay of  t he boar d.  
 
C.  End of  Last  Round and End of  Sessi on 
 
The l ast  r ound of  a sessi on,  and t he sessi on i t sel f ,  ends f or  each t abl e 
when pl ay of  al l  boar ds schedul ed at  t hat  t abl e has been compl et ed,  and 
when al l  scor es have been ent er ed wi t hout  obj ect i on.  
 



LAW 9 -  PROCEDURE FOLLOWI NG AN I RREGULARI TY 
 
A.  Dr awi ng At t ent i on t o an I r r egul ar i t y  
 
1.  Unl ess pr ohi bi t ed by Law,  any pl ayer  may dr aw at t ent i on  t o an 
i r r egul ar i t y dur i ng t he auct i on per i od,  whet her  or  not  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o 
cal l .  
 
2.  Unl ess pr ohi bi t ed by Law,  decl ar er  or  ei t her  def ender  may dr aw at t ent i on 
t o an i r r egul ar i t y t hat  occur s dur i ng t he pl ay per i od.  For  i ncor r ect l y 
poi nt ed car d see Law 65B3.  
 
3.  When an i r r egul ar i t y has occur r ed dummy may not  dr aw at t ent i on t o i t  
dur i ng t he pl ay per i od but  may do so af t er  pl ay of  t he hand i s concl uded.  
However  any pl ayer ,  i ncl udi ng dummy,  may at t empt  t o pr event  anot her  
pl ayer ’ s commi t t i ng an i r r egul ar i t y ( but  f or  dummy subj ect  t o Laws 42 and 
43) .  
 
4.  Ther e i s no obl i gat i on t o dr aw at t ent i on t o an i nf r act i on of  l aw 
commi t t ed by one’ s own si de ( but  see Law 20F5 f or  cor r ect i on of  par t ner ’ s 
appar ent l y mi st aken expl anat i on) .  
 
B.  Af t er  At t ent i on I s Dr awn t o an I r r egul ar i t y  
 
1.  ( a)  The Di r ect or  shoul d be summoned at  once when at t ent i on i s dr awn t o 
an i r r egul ar i t y.  
 
   ( b)  Any pl ayer ,  i ncl udi ng dummy,  may summon t he Di r ect or  af t er  at t ent i on 
has been dr awn t o an i r r egul ar i t y.  
 
   ( c)  Summoni ng t he Di r ect or  does not  cause a pl ayer  t o f or f ei t  any r i ght s 
t o whi ch he mi ght  ot her wi se be ent i t l ed.  
 
   ( d)  The f act  t hat  a pl ayer  dr aws at t ent i on t o an i r r egul ar i t y commi t t ed 
by hi s s i de does not  af f ect  t he r i ght s of  t he opponent s.  
 
2.  No pl ayer  shal l  t ake any act i on unt i l  t he Di r ect or  has expl ai ned al l  
mat t er s i n r egar d t o r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
C.  Pr emat ur e Cor r ect i on of  an I r r egul ar i t y  
 
Any pr emat ur e cor r ect i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y by t he of f ender  may subj ect  hi m 
t o a f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on ( see t he l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26) .  
 
LAW 10 - ASSESSMENT OF RECTIFICATION 

 
A.  Ri ght  t o Det er mi ne Rect i f i cat i on 
 
The Di r ect or  al one has t he r i ght  t o det er mi ne r ect i f i cat i ons when 
appl i cabl e.  Pl ayer s do not  have t he r i ght  t o det er mi ne ( or  wai ve – see Law 
81C5)  r ect i f i cat i ons on t hei r  own i ni t i at i ve.  
 
B.  Cancel l at i on of  Enf or cement  or  Wai ver  of  Rect i f i cat i on  
 
The Di r ect or  may al l ow or  cancel  any enf or cement  or  wai ver  of  a 
r ect i f i cat i on made by t he pl ayer s wi t hout  hi s i nst r uct i ons.  
 
C.  Choi ce af t er  I r r egul ar i t y  
 
1.  When t hese Laws pr ovi de an opt i on af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y,  t he Di r ect or  
shal l  expl ai n al l  t he opt i ons avai l abl e.  
2.  I f  a pl ayer  has an opt i on af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y,  he must  make hi s 
sel ect i on wi t hout  consul t i ng par t ner .  
 
3.  When t hese Laws pr ovi de t he i nnocent  s i de wi t h an opt i on af t er  an 
i r r egul ar i t y commi t t ed by an opponent ,  i t  i s  appr opr i at e t o sel ect  t he most  
advant ageous act i on.  
 



4.  Subj ect  t o Law 16D2,  af t er  r ect i f i cat i on of  an i nf r act i on i t  i s  
appr opr i at e f or  t he of f ender s t o make any cal l  or  pl ay advant ageous t o 
t hei r  s i de,  even t hough t hey t her eby appear  t o pr of i t  t hr ough t hei r  own 
i nf r act i on ( but  see Laws 27 and 50) .  
 

LAW 11 - FORFEITURE OF THE RIGHT TO RECTIFICATION 

 
A.  Act i on by Non- Of f endi ng Si de 
 
The r i ght  t o r ect i f i cat i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y may be f or f ei t ed i f  ei t her  
member  of  t he non- of f endi ng s i de t akes any act i on bef or e summoni ng t he 
Di r ect or .  The Di r ect or  does so r ul e,  f or  exampl e,  when t he non - of f endi ng 
s i de may have gai ned t hr ough subsequent  act i on t aken by an opponent  i n 
i gnor ance of  t he r el evant  pr ovi s i ons of  t he l aw.  
 
B.  Penal t y af t er  For f ei t ur e of  t he Ri ght  t o Rect i f i cat i on  
 
Even af t er  t he r i ght  t o r ect i f i cat i on has been f or f ei t ed under  t hi s Law,  
t he Di r ect or  may assess a pr ocedur al  penal t y ( see Law 90) .  
 
LAW 12 - DIRECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY POWERS 

 
A.  Power  t o Awar d an Adj us t ed Scor e 
 
On t he appl i cat i on of  a pl ayer  wi t hi n t he per i od est abl i shed under  Law 92B 
or  on hi s own i ni t i at i ve t he Di r ect or  may awar d an adj ust ed scor e when 
t hese Laws empower  hi m t o do so ( i n t eam pl ay see Law 86) .  Thi s i ncl udes:  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  may awar d an adj ust ed scor e when he j udges t hat  t hese Laws 
do not  pr ovi de i ndemni t y t o a non- of f endi ng cont est ant  f or  t he par t i cul ar  
t ype of  v i ol at i on commi t t ed by an opponent .  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  awar ds an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e i f  no r ect i f i cat i on can 
be made t hat  wi l l  per mi t  nor mal  pl ay of  t he boar d ( see C2 bel ow) .  
 
3.  The Di r ect or  may awar d an adj ust ed scor e i f  t her e has been an i ncor r ect  
r ect i f i cat i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y.  
 
B.  Obj ect i ves of  Scor e Adj ust ment  
 
1.  The obj ect i ve of  scor e adj ust ment  i s  t o r edr ess damage t o a non-
of f endi ng s i de and t o t ake away any advant age gai ned by an of f endi ng s i de 
t hr ough i t s i nf r act i on.  Damage exi st s when,  because of  an i nf r act i on,  an 
i nnocent  s i de obt ai ns a t abl e r esul t  l ess f avour abl e t han woul d have been 
t he expect at i on had t he i nf r act i on not  occur r ed – but  see C1( b) .  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  may not  awar d an adj ust ed scor e on t he gr ound t hat  t he 
r ect i f i cat i on pr ovi ded i n t hese Laws i s ei t her  undul y sever e or  
advant ageous t o ei t her  s i de.  
 
C.  Awar di ng an Adj ust ed Scor e 
 
1.  ( a)  When af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y t he Di r ect or  i s  empower ed by t hese l aws 
t o adj ust  a scor e and i s abl e t o awar d an assi gned adj ust ed scor e,  he does 
so.  Such a scor e r epl aces t he scor e obt ai ned i n pl ay.  
 
   ( b)  I f ,  subsequent  t o t he i r r egul ar i t y,  t he non- of f endi ng s i de has 
cont r i but ed t o i t s  own damage by a ser i ous er r or  ( unr el at ed t o t he 
i nf r act i on)  or  by wi l d or  gambl i ng act i on i t  does not  r ecei ve r el i ef  i n t he 
adj ust ment  f or  such par t  of  t he damage as i s sel f - i nf l i c t ed.  The of f endi ng 
s i de shoul d be awar ded t he scor e t hat  i t  woul d have been al l ot t ed as t he 
consequence of  i t s  i nf r act i on onl y.  
 
   ( c)  I n or der  t o do equi t y,  and unl ess t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y f or bi ds 
i t ,  an assi gned adj ust ed scor e may be wei ght ed t o r ef l ect  t he pr obabi l i t i es 
of  a number  of  pot ent i al  r esul t s .  
 
   ( d)  I f  t he possi bi l i t i es ar e numer ous or  not  obvi ous,  t he Di r ect or  may 
awar d an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e.  



 
   ( e)  I n i t s  di scr et i on t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may appl y al l  or  par t  of  
t he f ol l owi ng pr ocedur e i n pl ace of  ( c) :  
 
       ( i )   The scor e ass i gned i n pl ace of  t he act ual  scor e f or  a non-
of f endi ng s i de i s t he most  f avour abl e r esul t  t hat  was l i kel y had t he 
i r r egul ar i t y not  occur r ed.  
     
       ( i i )  For  an of f endi ng s i de t he scor e assi gned i s t he most  
unf avour abl e r esul t  t hat  was at  al l  pr obabl e.  
 
   ( f )  The scor es awar ded t o t he t wo si des need not  bal ance.  
 
2.  ( a)  When owi ng t o an i r r egul ar i t y no r esul t  can be obt ai ned [ and see 
C1( d) ]  t he Di r ect or  awar ds an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e accor di ng t o 
r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t he i r r egul ar i t y:  aver age mi nus ( at  most  40% of  t he 
avai l abl e mat chpoi nt s i n pai r s)  t o a cont est ant  di r ect l y at  f aul t ,  aver age 
( 50% i n pai r s)  t o a cont est ant  onl y par t l y  at  f aul t ,  and aver age pl us ( at  
l east  60% i n pai r s)  t o a cont est ant  i n no way at  f aul t .  
 
   ( b)  When t he Di r ect or  awar ds an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e of  aver age 
pl us or  mi nus at  i nt er nat i onal  mat ch poi nt s t hat  scor e i s nor mal l y pl us or  
mi nus 3 i mps,  but  t hi s may be var i ed as Law 86A al l ows.  
 
   ( c)  The f or egoi ng i s modi f i ed f or  a non- of f endi ng cont est ant  t hat  
obt ai ns a sessi on scor e exceedi ng 60% of  t he avai l abl e mat chpoi nt s or  f or  
an of f endi ng cont est ant  t hat  obt ai ns a sessi on scor e t hat  i s  l ess t han 40% 
of  t he avai l abl e mat chpoi nt s ( or  t he equi val ent  i n i mps) .  Such cont est ant s 
ar e awar ded t he per cent age obt ai ned ( or  t he equi val ent  i n i mps)  on t he 
ot her  boar ds of  t hat  sessi on.  
 
3.  I n i ndi v i dual  event s t he Di r ect or  enf or ces t he r ect i f i cat i ons i n t hese 
Laws,  and t he pr ovi s i ons r equi r i ng t he awar d of  adj ust ed scor es,  equal l y 
agai nst  bot h member s of  t he of f endi ng s i de even t hough onl y one of  t hem may 
be r esponsi bl e f or  t he i r r egul ar i t y.  But  t he Di r ect or  shal l  not  awar d a 
pr ocedur al  penal t y agai nst  t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  i f  of  t he opi ni on t hat  he 
i s i n no way t o bl ame.  
 
4.  When t he Di r ect or  awar ds non- bal anci ng adj ust ed scor es i n knockout  pl ay,  
each cont est ant ’ s scor e on t he boar d i s cal cul at ed separ at el y and t he 
aver age of  t hem i s assi gned t o each.  
 
LAW 13 - INCORRECT NUMBER OF CARDS 

 
A.  Di r ect or  Deems Nor mal  Pl ay  
 
When t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  one or  mor e hands of  t he boar d cont ai ned 
an i ncor r ect  number  of  car ds ( but  see Law 14)  and a pl ayer  wi t h an 
i ncor r ect  hand has made a cal l ,  t hen when t he Di r ect or  deems t hat  t he deal  
can be cor r ect ed and pl ayed t he deal  may be so pl ayed wi t h no change of  
cal l .  At  t he end of  pl ay t he Di r ect or  may awar d an adj ust ed scor e.  
 
B.  Adj ust ed Scor e and Possi bl e Penal t y  
 
Ot her wi se when a cal l  has been made t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d an adj ust ed 
scor e and may penal i ze an of f ender .  
 
C.  Pl ay Compl et ed 
 
When i t  i s  det er mi ned af t er  pl ay ends t hat  a pl ayer ’ s hand or i gi nal l y 
cont ai ned mor e t han 13 car ds wi t h anot her  pl ayer  hol di ng f ewer  ( but  see Law 
13F) ,  t he r esul t  must  be cancel l ed and an adj ust ed scor e awar ded ( Law 86D 
may appl y) .  An of f endi ng cont est ant  i s  l i abl e t o a pr ocedur al  penal t y.  
 
D.  No Cal l  Made 
 
I f  a pl ayer  i s  f ound t o have an i ncor r ect  number  of  car ds and no cal l  has 
been made on hi s hand:  
 



1.  The Di r ect or  shal l  cor r ect  t he di scr epancy and,  i f  no pl ayer  wi l l  t hen 
have seen anot her ’ s car d,  shal l  r equi r e t hat  t he boar d be pl ayed nor mal l y.  
 
2.  When t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  one or  mor e pocket s of  t he boar d 
cont ai ned an i ncor r ect  number  of  car ds and a pl ayer  has seen one or  mor e 
car ds of  anot her  pl ayer ’ s hand,  i f  t he Di r ect or  deems:  
 
   ( a)  t hat  t he unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on i s unl i kel y t o i nt er f e r e wi t h 
nor mal  bi ddi ng or  pl ay,  t he Di r ect or  al l ows t he boar d t o be pl ayed and 
scor ed.  I f  he t hen consi der s t he i nf or mat i on has af f ect ed t he out come of  
t he boar d t he Di r ect or  shal l  adj ust  t he scor e and may penal i ze an of f ender .   
 
   ( b)  t hat  t he unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on gai ned t her eby i s of  suf f i c i ent  
i mpor t ance t o i nt er f er e wi t h nor mal  bi ddi ng or  pl ay t he Di r ect or  shal l  
awar d an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e and may penal i ze an of f ender .  
 
E.  Pl acement  or  Movement  of  Car d 
 
When under  t hi s Law t he Di r ect or  r equi r es pl ay t o cont i nue,  knowl edge of  
t he pl acement  or  movement  of  a car d by t he Di r ect or  i s  unaut hor i zed 
i nf or mat i on f or  t he par t ner  of  a pl ayer  whose hand cont ai ned an i ncor r ect  
number  of  car ds.  
 
F.  Sur pl us Car d 
 
Any sur pl us car d not  par t  of  t he deal  i s  r emoved i f  f ound.  The auct i on and 
pl ay cont i nue unaf f ect ed.  I f  such a car d i s f ound t o have been pl ayed t o a 
qui t t ed t r i ck an adj ust ed scor e may be awar ded.  
 
LAW 14 -  MI SSI NG CARD 
 
A.  Hand Found Def i c i ent  bef or e Pl ay Commences  
 
When one or  mor e hand( s)  i s / ar e f ound t o cont ai n f ewer  t han 13 car ds,  wi t h 
no hand havi ng mor e t han 13,  bef or e t he openi ng l ead i s f aced,  t he Di r ect or  
makes a sear ch f or  any mi ssi ng car d,  and:  
 
1.  i f  t he car d i s f ound,  i t  i s  r est or ed t o t he def i c i ent  hand.   
 
2.  i f  t he car d cannot  be f ound,  t he Di r ect or  r econst r uct s t he deal  by 
subst i t ut i ng anot her  pack.  
 
3.  t he auct i on and pl ay cont i nue nor mal l y wi t hout  al t er at i on of  any of  t he 
cal l s made,  t he r est or ed hand bei ng deemed t o have cont ai ned al l  of  i t s  
car ds cont i nuousl y t hr oughout .  
 
B.  Hand Found Def i c i ent  Af t er war ds  
 
When one or  mor e hand( s)  i s / ar e f ound t o cont ai n f ewer  t han 13 car ds,  wi t h 
no hand havi ng mor e t han 13,  at  any t i me af t er  t he openi ng l ead i s f aced 
( unt i l  t he end of  t he Cor r ect i on Per i od) ,  t he Di r ect or  makes a sear ch f or  
any mi ssi ng car d,  and:  
 
1.  i f  t he car d i s f ound among t he pl ayed car ds,  Law 67 appl i es.  
 
2.  i f  t he car d i s f ound el sewher e,  i t  i s  r est or ed t o t he def i c i ent  hand.  
Rect i f i cat i on and/ or  penal t i es may appl y ( see 4 f ol l owi ng) .  
 
3.  i f  t he car d cannot  be f ound,  t he deal  i s  r econst r uct ed usi ng anot her  
pack.  Rect i f i cat i on and/ or  penal t i es may appl y ( see 4 f ol l owi ng) .  
 
4.  a car d r est or ed t o a hand under  t he pr ovi s i ons of  Sect i on B of  t hi s Law 
i s deemed t o have bel onged cont i nuousl y t o t he def i c i ent  hand.  I t  may 
become a penal t y car d ( Law 50) ,  and f ai l ur e t o have pl ayed i t  may 
const i t ut e a r evoke.  
 
C.  I nf or mat i on f r om Repl acement  of  a Car d 
 



Knowl edge of  t he r epl acement  of  a car d i s unaut hor i zed f or  t he par t ner  of  a 
pl ayer  whose hand cont ai ned an i ncor r ect  number  of  car ds.  
 
LAW 15 -  PLAY OF A WRONG BOARD 
 
A.  Pl ayer s Have Not  Pr evi ousl y Pl ayed Boar d 
 
I f  pl ayer s pl ay a boar d not  desi gnat ed f or  t hem t o pl ay i n t he cur r ent  
r ound ( but  see C) :  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  nor mal l y al l ows t he scor e t o st and i f  none of  t he f our  
pl ayer s have pr ev i ousl y pl ayed t he boar d.  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  may r equi r e bot h pai r s t o pl ay t he cor r ect  boar d agai nst  
one anot her  l at er .   
 
B.  One or  Mor e Pl ayer s Have Pr evi ousl y Pl ayed Boar d 
 
I f  any pl ayer  pl ays a boar d he has pr evi ousl y pl ayed,  wi t h t he cor r ect  
opponent s or  ot her wi se,  hi s second scor e on t he boar d i s cancel l ed bot h f or  
hi s s i de and hi s opponent s,  and t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d an ar t i f i c i al  
adj ust ed scor e t o t he cont est ant s depr i ved of  t he oppor t uni t y t o ear n a 
val i d scor e.  
 
C.  Di scover ed dur i ng Auct i on Per i od 
 
I f ,  dur i ng t he auct i on per i od,  t he Di r ect or  di scover s t hat  a cont est ant  i s  
pl ayi ng a boar d not  desi gnat ed f or  hi m t o pl ay i n t he cur r ent  r ound,  he 
shal l  cancel  t he auct i on,  ensur e t hat  t he cor r ect  cont est ant s ar e seat ed 
and t hat  t hey ar e i nf or med of  t hei r  r i ght s bot h now and at  f ut ur e r ounds.  A 
second auct i on begi ns.  Pl ayer s must  r epeat  t he cal l s t hey made pr evi ousl y.  
I f  any cal l  di f f er s i n any way f r om t he cor r espondi ng cal l  i n t he f i r st  
auct i on t he Di r ect or  shal l  cancel  t he boar d.  Ot her wi se t he auct i on and pl ay 
cont i nue nor mal l y.  The Di r ect or  may awar d a pr ocedur al  penal t y ( and an 
adj ust ed scor e)  i f  of  t he opi ni on t hat  t her e has been a pur posef ul  at t empt  
by ei t her  s i de t o pr ecl ude nor mal  pl ay of  t he boar d.  
 
LAW 16 AUTHORIZED AND UNAUTHORIZED INFORMATION 

 
A.  Pl ayer s’  Use of  I nf or mat i on 
 
1.  A pl ayer  may use i nf or mat i on i n t he auct i on or  pl ay i f :  
 
   ( a)  i t  der i ves f r om t he l egal  cal l s  and pl ays of  t he cur r ent  boar d 
( i ncl udi ng i l l egal  cal l s  and pl ays t hat  ar e accept ed)  and i s unaf f ect ed by 
unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on f r om anot her  sour ce;  or  
 
   ( b)  i t  i s  aut hor i zed i nf or mat i on f r om a wi t hdr awn act i on ( see D) ;  or  
 
   ( c)  i t  i s  i nf or mat i on speci f i ed i n any l aw or  r egul at i on t o be 
aut hor i zed or ,  when not  ot her wi se speci f i ed,  ar i s i ng f r om t he l egal  
pr ocedur es aut hor i zed i n t hese l aws and i n r egul at i ons ( but  see B1 
f ol l owi ng) ;  or  
 
   ( d)  i t  i s  i nf or mat i on t hat  t he pl ayer  possessed bef or e he t ook hi s hand 
f r om t he boar d ( Law 7B)  and t he Laws do not  pr ecl ude hi s use of  t hi s 
i nf or mat i on.  
 
2.  Pl ayer s may al so t ake account  of  t hei r  est i mat e of  t hei r  own scor e,  of  
t he t r ai t s of  t hei r  opponent s,  and any r equi r ement  of  t he t our nament  
r egul at i ons.  
 
3.  No pl ayer  may base a cal l  or  pl ay on ot her  i nf or mat i on ( such i nf or mat i on 
bei ng desi gnat ed ext r aneous) .  
 
4.  I f  t her e i s a v i ol at i on of  t hi s l aw causi ng damage t he Di r ect or  adj ust s 
t he scor e i n accor dance wi t h Law 12C.  
 
B.  Ext r aneous I nf or mat i on f r om Par t ner  



 
1.  ( a)  Af t er  a pl ayer  makes avai l abl e t o hi s par t ner  ext r aneous i nf or mat i on 
t hat  may suggest  a cal l  or  pl ay,  as f or  exampl e by  a r emar k,  a quest i on,  a 
r epl y t o a quest i on,  an unexpect ed*  al er t  or  f ai l ur e t o al er t ,  or  by 
unmi st akabl e hesi t at i on,  unwont ed speed,  speci al  emphasi s,  t one,  gest ur e,  
movement ,  or  manner i sm,  t he par t ner  may not  choose f r om among l ogi cal  
al t er nat i ves one t hat  coul d demonst r abl y have been suggest ed over  anot her  
by t he ext r aneous i nf or mat i on.  
 
   ( b)  A l ogi cal  al t er nat i ve act i on i s one t hat ,  among t he c l ass of  pl ayer s 
i n quest i on and usi ng t he met hods of  t he par t ner shi p,  woul d be gi ven 
ser i ous consi der at i on by a s i gni f i cant  pr opor t i on of  such pl ayer s,  of  whom 
i t  i s  j udged some mi ght  sel ect  i t .  
 
2.  When a pl ayer  consi der s t hat  an opponent  has made such i nf or mat i on 
avai l abl e and t hat  damage coul d wel l  r esul t  he may announce,  unl ess 
pr ohi bi t ed by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y ( whi ch may r equi r e t hat  t he Di r ect or  
be cal l ed) ,  t hat  he r eser ves t he r i ght  t o summon t he Di r ect or  l at er  ( t he 
opponent s shoul d summon t he Di r ect or  i mmedi at el y i f  t hey di sput e t he f act  
t hat  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on mi ght  have been conveyed) .  
3.  When a pl ayer  has subst ant i al  r eason t o bel i eve t hat  an opponent  who had 
a l ogi cal  al t er nat i ve has chosen an act i on t hat  coul d have been suggest ed 
by such i nf or mat i on,  he shoul d summon t he Di r ect or  when pl ay ends* * .  The 
Di r ect or  shal l  assi gn an adj ust ed scor e ( see Law 12C)  i f  he consi der s t hat  
an i nf r act i on of  l aw has r esul t ed i n an advant age f or  t he of f ender .  
 
C.  Ext r aneous I nf or mat i on f r om Ot her  Sour ces  
 
1.  When a pl ayer  acci dent al l y  r ecei ves unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on about  a 
boar d he i s pl ayi ng or  has yet  t o pl ay,  as by l ooki ng at  t he wr ong hand;  by 
over hear i ng cal l s,  r esul t s or  r emar ks;  by seei ng car ds at  anot her  t abl e;  or  
by seei ng a car d bel ongi ng t o anot her  pl ayer  at  hi s own t abl e bef or e t he 
auct i on begi ns,  t he Di r ect or  shoul d be not i f i ed f or t hwi t h,  pr ef e r abl y by 
t he r eci pi ent  of  t he i nf or mat i on.  
 
2.  I f  t he Di r ect or  consi der s t hat  t he i nf or mat i on coul d i nt er f er e wi t h 
nor mal  pl ay he may,  bef or e any cal l  has been made:  
 
   ( a)  adj ust  t he pl ayer s’  posi t i ons at  t he t abl e,  i f  t he t ype of  cont est  
and scor i ng per mi t ,  so t hat  t he pl ayer  wi t h i nf or mat i on about  one hand wi l l  
hol d t hat  hand;  or   
   ( b)  i f  t he f or m of  compet i t i on al l ows of  i t  or der  t he boar d r edeal t  f or  
t hose cont est ant s;  or  
 
   ( c)  al l ow compl et i on of  t he pl ay of  t he boar d st andi ng r eady t o awar d an 
adj ust ed scor e i f  he j udges t hat  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on may have af f ect ed 
t he r esul t ;  or  
   ( d)  awar d an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e.   
 
3.  I f  such unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on i s r ecei ved af t er  t he f i r st  cal l  i n t he 
auct i on has been made and bef or e compl et i on of  t he pl ay of  t he boar d t he 
Di r ect or  pr oceeds as i n 2( c) .  
 
D.  I nf or mat i on f r om Wi t hdr awn Cal l s and Pl ays  
 
When a cal l  or  pl ay has been wi t hdr awn as t hese l aws pr ovi de:  
 
1.  For  a non- of f endi ng s i de,  al l  i nf or mat i on ar i s i ng f r om a wi t hdr awn 
act i on i s aut hor i zed,  whet her  t he act i on be i t s own or  i t s  opponent s’ .  
 
2.  For  an of f endi ng s i de,  i nf or mat i on ar i s i ng f r om i t s own wi t hdr awn act i on 
and f r om wi t hdr awn act i ons of  t he non- of f endi ng s i de i s unaut hor i zed.  A 
pl ayer  of  an of f endi ng s i de may not  choose f r om among l ogi cal  al t er nat i ve 
act i ons one t hat  coul d demonst r abl y have been suggest ed over  anot her  by t he 
unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on.  
 
*  i . e.  unexpect ed i n r el at i on t o t he basi s of  hi s act i on.  
 
* *  i t  i s  not  an i nf r act i on t o cal l  t he Di r ect or  ear l i er  or  l at er .  



 
LAW 17 -  THE AUCTI ON PERI OD 
 
A.  Auct i on Per i od St ar t s  
 
The auct i on per i od on a deal  begi ns f or  a s i de when ei t her  par t ner  
wi t hdr aws hi s car ds f r om t he boar d.  
 
B.  The Fi r st  Cal l  
 
The pl ayer  desi gnat ed by t he boar d as deal er  makes t he f i r st  cal l .  
 
C.  Successi ve Cal l s  
 
The pl ayer  t o deal er ’ s l ef t  makes t he second cal l ,  and t her eaf t er  each 
pl ayer  cal l s  i n t ur n i n a c l ockwi se r ot at i on.  
 
D.  Car ds f r om Wr ong Boar d 
 
1.  A cal l  i s  cancel l ed i f  i t  i s  made by a pl ayer  on car ds t hat  he has 
pi cked up f r om a wr ong boar d.  
 
2.  Af t er  l ooki ng at  t he cor r ect  hand t he of f ender  cal l s  agai n and t he 
auct i on cont i nues nor mal l y f r om t hat  poi nt .   I f  of f ender ’ s LHO has cal l ed 
over  t he cancel l ed cal l  t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor es 
when of f ender ’ s subst i t ut ed cal l  di f f er s*  f r om hi s cancel l ed cal l  
( of f ender ’ s LHO must  r epeat  t he pr evi ous cal l )  or  i f  t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  
has subsequent l y cal l ed over  t he cancel l ed cal l .  
 
3.  I f  t he of f ender  subsequent l y r epeat s hi s cal l  on t he boar d  f r om 
whi ch he mi st akenl y dr ew hi s car ds t he Di r ect or  may al l ow t hat  boar d t o be 
pl ayed nor mal l y,  but  t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor es 
when of f ender ’ s cal l  di f f er s*  f r om hi s or i gi nal  cancel l ed cal l .  
 
4.  A pr ocedur al  penal t y ( Law 90)  may be assessed i n addi t i on t o 
r ect i f i cat i ons under  2 and 3 above.  
 
E.  End of  Auct i on Per i od 
 
1.  The auct i on and t he auct i on per i od end as Law 22 pr ovi des.  
 
 
2.  When a cal l  has been f ol l owed by t hr ee passes t he auct i on does not  end 
i f  one of  t hose passes was out  of  r ot at i on,  depr i v i ng a pl ayer  of  hi s r i ght  
t o cal l  at  t hat  t ur n.  When t hi s occur s t he auct i on r ever t s t o t he pl ayer  
who mi ssed hi s t ur n,  al l  subsequent  passes ar e cancel l ed and t he auct i on 
pr oceeds nor mal l y.  Law 16D appl i es t o t he cancel l ed cal l s,  any pl ayer  who 
has passed out  of  r ot at i on bei ng an of f ender .  
 
*  For  exampl e,  a subst i t ut ed cal l  di f f er s i f  i t s  meani ng i s much di f f er ent  
or  i f  i t  i s  psychi c.  
 

LAW 18 - BIDS 

 
A.  Pr oper  For m 
 
A bi d desi gnat es a number  of  odd t r i cks ( t r i cks i n excess of  s i x) ,  f r om one 
t o seven,  and a denomi nat i on.  ( Pass,  doubl e and r edoubl e ar e cal l s but  not  
bi ds. )  
 
B.  To Super sede a Bi d 
 
A bi d super sedes a pr evi ous bi d i f  i t  desi gnat es ei t her  t he same number  of  
odd t r i cks i n a hi gher - r anki ng denomi nat i on or  a gr eat er  number  of  odd 
t r i cks i n any denomi nat i on.  
 
C.  Suf f i c i ent  Bi d 
 
A bi d t hat  super sedes t he l ast  pr ecedi ng bi d i s a suf f i c i ent  bi d.  



 
D.  I nsuf f i c i ent  Bi d 
 
A bi d t hat  f ai l s  t o super sede t he l ast  pr ecedi ng bi d i s an i nsuf f i c i ent  
bi d.  
 
E.  Rank of  t he Denomi nat i ons  
 
The r ank of  t he denomi nat i ons i n descendi ng or der  i s :  no t r ump,  spades,  
hear t s,  di amonds,  c l ubs.  
 
F.  Di f f er ent  Met hods  
 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t i es may aut hor i ze di f f er ent  met hods of  maki ng cal l s.  
 



LAW 19 -  DOUBLES AND REDOUBLES 
 
A.  Doubl es 
 
1.  A pl ayer  may doubl e onl y t he l ast  pr ecedi ng bi d.  That  bi d must  have been 
made by an opponent ;  cal l s  ot her  t han pass must  not  have i nt er vened.  
 
2.  I n doubl i ng,  a pl ayer  shoul d not  st at e t he number  of  odd t r i cks or  t he 
denomi nat i on.  The onl y cor r ect  f or m i s t he s i ngl e wor d “ Doubl e” .  
 
3.  I f  a pl ayer ,  i n doubl i ng,  i ncor r ect l y st at es t he bi d,  or  t he number  of  
odd t r i cks or  t he denomi nat i on,  he i s deemed t o have doubl ed t he bi d as i t  
was made.  ( Law 16 — Unaut hor i zed I nf or mat i on — may appl y. )  
 
B.  Redoubl es  
 
1.  A pl ayer  may r edoubl e onl y t he l ast  pr ecedi ng doubl e.  That  doubl e must  
have been made by an opponent ;  cal l s  ot her  t han pass must  not  have 
i nt er vened.  
 
2.  I n r edoubl i ng,  a pl ayer  shoul d not  st at e t he number  of  odd t r i cks or  t he 
denomi nat i on.  The onl y cor r ect  f or m i s t he s i ngl e wor d “ Redoubl e” .  
 
3.  I f  a pl ayer ,  i n r edoubl i ng,  i ncor r ect l y st at es t he doubl ed bi d,  or  t he 
number  of  odd t r i cks or  t he denomi nat i on,  he i s deemed t o have r edoubl ed 
t he bi d as i t  was made.  ( Law 16 — Unaut hor i zed I nf or mat i on — may appl y. )  
 
C.  Doubl e or  Redoubl e Super seded 
 
Any doubl e or  r edoubl e i s super seded by a subsequent  l egal  bi d.  
 
D.  Scor i ng a Doubl ed or  Redoubl ed Cont r act  
 
I f  a doubl ed or  r edoubl ed bi d i s not  f ol l owed by a subsequent  l egal  bi d,  
scor i ng val ues ar e i ncr eased as pr ovi ded i n Law 77.  
 
LAW 20 - REVIEW AND EXPLANATION OF CALLS 

 

A. Call Not Clearly Recognized 

 
A pl ayer  may r equi r e c l ar i f i cat i on f or t hwi t h i f  he i s i n doubt  what  cal l  
has been made.  
 
B.  Revi ew of  Auct i on dur i ng Auct i on Per i od 
 
Dur i ng t he auct i on per i od,  a pl ayer  i s  ent i t l ed t o have al l  pr evi ous cal l s 
r est at ed*  when i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l ,  unl ess he i s r equi r ed by l aw t o 
pass.  Al er t s shoul d be i ncl uded when r espondi ng t o t he r equest .   A pl ayer  
may not  ask f or  a par t i al  r evi ew of  pr evi ous cal l s and may not  hal t  t he 
r evi ew bef or e i t  i s  compl et ed.  
 
C.  Revi ew af t er  Fi nal  Pass  
 
1.  Af t er  t he f i nal  pass ei t her  def ender  has t he r i ght  t o ask i f  i t  i s  hi s 
openi ng l ead ( see Laws 47E and 41) .  
 
2.  Decl ar er * *  or  ei t her  def ender  may,  at  hi s f i r st  t ur n t o pl ay,  r equi r e 
al l  pr evi ous cal l s t o be r est at ed* .  ( See Laws 41B and 41C) .  As i n B t he 
pl ayer  may not  ask f or  onl y a par t i al  r est at ement  or  hal t  t he r evi ew.  
 
D.  Who May Revi ew t he Auct i on 
 
A r equest  t o have cal l s r est at ed*  shal l  be r esponded t o onl y by an 
opponent .  
 
E.  Cor r ect i on of  Er r or  i n Revi ew 
 



Al l  pl ayer s,  i ncl udi ng dummy or  a pl ayer  r equi r ed by l aw t o pass,  ar e 
r esponsi bl e f or  pr ompt  cor r ect i on of  er r or s i n r est at ement *  ( see Law 12C1 
when an uncor r ect ed r evi ew causes damage) .  
 
F.  Expl anat i on of  Cal l s  
 
1.  Dur i ng t he auct i on and bef or e t he f i nal  pass,  any pl ayer  may r equest ,  
but  onl y at  hi s own t ur n t o cal l ,  an  expl anat i on of  t he opponent s’  pr i or  
auct i on.  He i s ent i t l ed t o know about  cal l s  act ual l y made,  about  r el evant  
al t er nat i ve cal l s avai l abl e t hat  wer e not  made,  and about  r el evant  
i nf er ences f r om t he choi ce of  act i on wher e t hese ar e mat t er s  of  par t ner shi p 
under st andi ng.  Except  on t he i nst r uct i on of  t he Di r ect or  r epl i es shoul d be 
gi ven by t he par t ner  of  t he pl ayer  who made t he cal l  i n quest i on.  The 
par t ner  of  a pl ayer  who asks a quest i on may not  ask a suppl ement ar y 
quest i on unt i l  hi s t ur n t o cal l  or  pl ay.  Law 16 may appl y and t he 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may est abl i sh r egul at i ons f or  wr i t t en expl anat i ons.  
 
2.  Af t er  t he f i nal  pass and t hr oughout  t he pl ay per i od,  ei t her  def ender  at  
hi s own t ur n t o pl ay may r equest  an expl anat i on of  t he opposi ng auct i on.  At  
hi s t ur n t o pl ay f r om hi s hand or  f r om dummy decl ar er  may r equest  an 
expl anat i on of  a def ender ’ s cal l  or  car d pl ay under st andi ngs.  Expl anat i ons 
shoul d be gi ven on a l i ke basi s t o 1 and by t he par t ner  of  t he pl ayer  whose 
act i on  
i s  expl ai ned.  
 
3.  Under  1 and 2 above a pl ayer  may ask concer ni ng a s i ngl e cal l  but  Law 
16B1 may appl y.  
 
4.  I f  a pl ayer  subsequent l y r eal i zes t hat  hi s own expl anat i on was er r oneous 
or  i ncompl et e he must  cal l  t he Di r ect or  i mmedi at el y.  The Di r ect or  appl i es 
Law 21B or  Law 40B4.  
 
5.  ( a)  A pl ayer  whose par t ner  has gi ven a mi st aken expl anat i on may not  
cor r ect  t he er r or  dur i ng t he auct i on,  nor  may he i ndi cat e i n any manner  
t hat  a mi st ake has been made.  ‘ Mi st aken expl anat i on’  her e i ncl udes f ai l ur e 
t o al er t  or  announce as r egul at i ons r equi r e or  an al er t  ( or  an 
announcement )  t hat  r egul at i ons do not  r equi r e.  
 
   ( b)  The pl ayer  must  cal l  t he Di r ect or  and i nf or m hi s opponent s t hat ,  i n 
hi s opi ni on,  hi s par t ner ’ s expl anat i on was er r oneous ( see Law 75)  but  onl y 
at  hi s f i r st  l egal  oppor t uni t y,  whi ch i s  
      ( i )   f or  a def ender ,  at  t he end of  t he pl ay.  
      ( i i )  f or  decl ar er  or  dummy,  af t er  t he f i nal  pass of  t he auct i on.  
 
6.  I f  t he Di r ect or  j udges t hat  a pl ayer  has based an act i on on 
mi si nf or mat i on gi ven t o hi m by an opponent  see,  as appr opr i at e,  Law 21 or  
Law 47E.  
 
G.  I ncor r ect  Pr ocedur e 
 
1.  I t  i s  i mpr oper  t o ask a quest i on sol el y f or  par t ner ’ s benef i t .  
 
2.  Except  as t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y al l ows a pl ayer  may not  consul t  hi s 
own syst em car d and not es dur i ng t he auct i on and pl ay per i ods ,  but see Law 
40B2(b).  
 
*  When t he cal l s ar e not  spoken r esponder s must  ensur e t hat  i t  i s  c l ear  t o 
an enqui r i ng opponent  what  cal l s  have been made.  
 
* *  Decl ar er ’ s f i r st  t ur n t o pl ay i s f r om dummy unl ess accept i ng an openi ng 
l ead out  of  t ur n.  
 
LAW 21 - CALL BASED ON MISINFORMATION 

 
A.  Cal l  Based on Cal l er ’ s Mi sunder st andi ng 
 
No r ect i f i cat i on or  r edr ess i s due t o a pl ayer  who act s on t he basi s of  hi s 
own mi sunder st andi ng.  
 



B.  Cal l  Based on Mi si nf or mat i on f r om an Opponent  
 
1.  ( a)  Unt i l  t he end of  t he auct i on per i od and pr ovi ded t hat  hi s par t ner  
has not  subsequent l y cal l ed,  a pl ayer  may change a cal l  wi t hout  ot her  
r ect i f i cat i on f or  hi s s i de when t he Di r ect or  j udges t hat  t he deci s i on t o 
make t he cal l  coul d wel l  have been i nf l uenced by mi si nf or mat i on gi ven t o 
t he pl ayer  by an opponent  ( see Law 17E) .  Fai l ur e t o al er t  pr ompt l y wher e an 
al er t  i s  r equi r ed by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y i s  deemed mi si nf or mat i on.  
 
   ( b)  The Di r ect or  i s  t o pr esume Mi st aken Expl anat i on r at her  t han Mi st aken 
Cal l  i n t he absence of  evi dence t o t he cont r ar y.  
 
2.  When a pl ayer  el ect s t o change a cal l  because of  mi s i nf or mat i on ( as i n 1 
pr ecedi ng) ,  hi s LHO may t hen i n t ur n change any subsequent  cal l  he may have 
made,  wi t hout  ot her  r ect i f i cat i on unl ess at  t he end of  t he hand t he 
Di r ect or  j udges hi s wi t hdr awn cal l  t o have conveyed such i nf or mat i on as t o 
damage t he non- of f endi ng s i de i n whi ch case Law 16D appl i es.  
 
3.  When i t  i s  t oo l at e t o change a cal l  and t he Di r ect or  j udges t hat  t he 
of f endi ng s i de gai ned an advant age f r om t he i r r egul ar i t y he awar ds an 
adj ust ed scor e.  
 
LAW 22 – PROCEDURE AFTER THE BI DDI NG HAS ENDED 
 
A.  End of  Auct i on 
 
The auct i on ends when:  
 
1.  al l  f our  pl ayer s pass ( but  see Law 25) .  The hands ar e r et ur ned t o t he 
boar d wi t hout  pl ay.  Ther e shal l  not  be a r edeal .  
 
2.  one or  mor e pl ayer s havi ng bi d,  t her e ar e t hr ee consecut i ve passes i n 
r ot at i on subsequent  t o t he l ast  bi d.  The l ast  bi d becomes t he cont r act  ( but  
see Law 19D) .  
 
B.  End of  Auct i on Per i od 
 
1.  The auct i on per i od ends when,  subsequent  t o t he end of  t he auct i on as i n 
A2,  ei t her  def ender  f aces an openi ng l ead.  ( I f  t he l ead i s out  of  t ur n t hen 
see Law 54) .  The i nt er val  bet ween t he end of  t he auct i on and t he end of  t he 
auct i on per i od i s desi gnat ed t he Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od.  
 
2.  I f  no pl ayer  bi ds ( see A1)  t he auct i on per i od ends when al l  f our  hands 
have been r et ur ned t o t he boar d.  
 
LAW 23 -  AWARENESS OF POTENTI AL DAMAGE 
   

Whenever ,  i n t he opi ni on of  t he Di r ect or ,  an of f ender  coul d have been awar e 

at  t he t i me of  hi s i r r egul ar i t y t hat  t hi s coul d wel l  damage t he non -

of f endi ng s i de,  he shal l  r equi r e t he auct i on and pl ay t o cont i nue ( i f  not  

compl et ed) .  When t he pl ay has been compl et ed t he Di r ect or  awar ds an 

adj ust ed scor e i f  he consi der s t he of f endi ng s i de has  gai ned an advant age 

t hr ough t he i r r egul ar i t y * .  
 
*  as,  f or  exampl e,  by par t ner ’ s enf or ced pass.  
 
LAW 24 - CARD EXPOSED OR LED PRIOR TO PLAY PERIOD 

 
When t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  dur i ng t he auct i on per i od because of  a 
pl ayer ’ s own er r or  one or  mor e car ds of  t hat  pl ayer ’ s hand wer e i n posi t i on 
f or  t he f ace t o be seen by hi s par t ner ,  t he Di r ec t or  shal l  r equi r e t hat  
ever y such car d be l ef t  f ace up on t he t abl e unt i l  t he auct i on per i od ends.  
I nf or mat i on f r om car ds t hus exposed i s aut hor i zed f or  t he non - of f endi ng 
s i de but  unaut hor i zed f or  t he of f endi ng s i de.  I f  t he of f ender  becomes 
decl ar er  or  dummy t he car ds ar e pi cked up and r et ur ned t o t he hand.  I f  t he 
of f ender  becomes a def ender  ever y such car d becomes a penal t y car d ( see Law 
50) ,  t hen:  
 



A.  Low Car d Not  Pr emat ur el y Led 
 
I f  i t  i s  a s i ngl e car d bel ow t he r ank of  an honour  and not  pr emat ur el y l ed,  
t her e i s no f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
B.  Si ngl e Car d of  Honour  Rank or  Car d Pr emat ur el y Led 
 
I f  i t  i s  a s i ngl e car d of  honour  r ank or  i s  any car d pr emat ur el y l ed 
of f ender ’ s par t ner  must  pass when next  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23 
when a pass damages t he non- of f endi ng s i de) .  
 
C.  Two or  Mor e Car ds Ar e Exposed 
 
I f  t wo or  mor e car ds ar e so exposed of f ender ’ s par t ner  must  pass when next  
i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23 when a pass damages t he non - of f endi ng 
s i de) .  
 
LAW 25 - LEGAL AND ILLEGAL CHANGES OF CALL 

 
A.  Uni nt ended Cal l 1 
 
1.  Unt i l  hi s par t ner  makes a cal l ,  a pl ayer  may subst i t ut e hi s i nt ended 
cal l  f or  an uni nt ended cal l  but  onl y i f  he does so,  or  at t empt s t o do so,  
wi t hout  pause f or  t hought .  The second ( i nt ended)  cal l  s t ands and i s subj ect  
t o t he appr opr i at e Law.  
 
2.  No subst i t ut i on of  cal l  may be made when hi s par t ner  has made a 
subsequent  cal l .  
 
3.  I f  t he auct i on ends bef or e i t  r eaches t he pl ayer ’ s par t ner  no 
subst i t ut i on may occur  af t er  t he end of  t he auct i on per i od ( see Law 22) .  
 
4.  I f  a subst i t ut i on i s al l owed t he LHO may wi t hdr aw any cal l  he made over  
t he f i r st  cal l .  I nf or mat i on f r om t he wi t hdr awn cal l  i s  aut hor i zed onl y t o 
hi s s i de.  Ther e i s no f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
B.  Cal l  I nt ended 
 
1.  A subst i t ut ed cal l  not  per mi t t ed by A may be accept ed by t he of f ender ’ s 
LHO.  ( I t  i s  accept ed i f  LHO cal l s i nt ent i onal l y over  i t . )  The f i r st  cal l  i s  
t hen wi t hdr awn,  t he second cal l  s t ands and t he auct i on cont i nues.  
 
2.  Except  as i n 1 a subst i t ut i on not  per mi t t ed by A i s cancel l ed.  The 
or i gi nal  cal l  s t ands and t he auct i on cont i nues.  
 
3.  Law 16D appl i es t o a cal l  wi t hdr awn or  cancel l ed.  
 
LAW 26 - CALL WITHDRAWN, LEAD RESTRICTIONS 

 
When an of f endi ng pl ayer ’ s cal l  i s  wi t hdr awn,  and he chooses a di f f er ent *  
f i nal  cal l  f or  t hat  t ur n,  t hen i f  he becomes a def ender :  
 
A.  Cal l  Rel at ed t o Speci f i c  Sui t  
 
i f  t he wi t hdr awn cal l  r el at ed sol el y t o a speci f i ed sui t  or  sui t s ( and no 
ot her  sui t ) ,  and 
 
1.  i f  each such sui t  was speci f i ed i n t he l egal  auct i on by t he same pl ayer  
t her e i s no l ead r est r i c t i on,  but  see Law 16D.  
 
2.  i f  any sui t  speci f i ed i n t he wi t hdr awn cal l  was not  speci f i ed by t he 
same pl ayer  i n t he l egal  auct i on t hen,  at  of f ender ’ s par t ner ’ s f i r st  t ur n 
t o l ead ( whi ch may be t he openi ng l ead) ,  decl ar er  may ei t her ,  
 

                         

1 A player is allowed to replace an unintended call if the conditions described in Law 25A 
are met, no matter how he may become aware of his error 



   ( a)  r equi r e t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  t o l ead such a sui t  ( i f  t her e ar e 
mor e t han one decl ar er  chooses t he sui t ) ;  or   
 
   ( b)  pr ohi bi t  of f ender ’ s par t ner  f r om l eadi ng ( one)  such sui t .  Such 
pr ohi bi t i on cont i nues f or  as l ong as t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  r et ai ns t he 
l ead.  
 
B.  Ot her  Wi t hdr awn Cal l s  
 
For  ot her  wi t hdr awn cal l s,  decl ar er  may pr ohi bi t  of f ender ’ s par t ner  f r om 
l eadi ng any one sui t  at  hi s f i r st  t ur n t o l ead,  i ncl udi ng t he openi ng l ead,  
such  
pr ohi bi t i on t o cont i nue f or  as l ong as of f ender ’ s par t ner  r et ai ns t he l ead.  
 
*  A cal l  r epeat ed wi t h a much di f f er ent  meani ng shal l  be deemed a di f f er ent  
cal l .  
 
Law 27 – INSUFFICIENT BID 

 

A. Acceptance of Insufficient Bid. 
 

1. Any insufficient bid may be accepted (treated as legal) at the 
option of offender’s LHO. It is accepted if that player calls.  

2. If a player makes an insufficient bid out of rotation Law 31 
applies. 

 

B. Insufficient Bid not Accepted. 
 

If an insufficient bid in rotation is not accepted (see A) it must be 

corrected by the substitution of a legal call (but see 3 following).   Then 

 

1. (a) if the insufficient bid is corrected by the lowest 
sufficient bid in the same denomination and in the Director’s 

opinion both the insufficient bid and the substituted bid are 

incontrovertibly not artificial the auction proceeds without 

further rectification. Law 16D does not apply but see D 

following.  

(b) if, except as in (a), the insufficient bid is corrected 

with a legal call that in the Director’s opinion has the same 

meaning* as, or a more precise meaning* than, the insufficient 

bid (such meaning being fully contained within the possible 

meanings of the insufficient bid) the auction proceeds without 

further rectification, but see D following.  

 

2. except as provided in B1 above, if the insufficient bid is 
corrected by a sufficient bid or by a pass, the offender’s 

partner must pass whenever it is his turn to call. The lead 

restrictions in Law 26 may apply, and see Law 23.  

 

3. except as provided in B1(b) above, if the offender attempts to 
substitute a double or a redouble for his insufficient bid the 

attempted call is cancelled. The offender must replace it as 

the foregoing allows and his partner must then pass whenever it 

is his turn to call. The lead restrictions in Law 26 may apply, 

and see 

Law 23.   

 

4. if the offender attempts to replace the one insufficient bid 
with another insufficient bid the Director rules as in 3 if the 

LHO does not accept the substituted insufficient bid as A 

allows.    



 

C. Premature Replacement    
 

If the offender replaces his insufficient bid before the Director has 

ruled on rectification, unless the insufficient bid is accepted as A 

allows the substitution stands.  The Director applies the relevant 

foregoing section to the substitution. 

 

 

D. Non-offending Side Damaged.  
 

If following the application of B1 the Director judges at the end of the 

play that without assistance gained through the infraction the outcome 

of the board could well have been different and in consequence the non-

offending side is damaged (see Law 12B1), he shall award an adjusted 

score.  In his adjustment he should seek to recover as nearly as 

possible the probable outcome of the board had the insufficient bid not 

occurred.  

 

[footnote:  * the meaning of (information available from) a call is the 

knowledge of what  

it shows and what it excludes. ]       

 
LAW 28 - CALLS CONSIDERED TO BE IN ROTATION 

 
A.  RHO Requi r ed t o Pass  
 
A cal l  i s  consi der ed t o be i n r ot at i on when i t  i s  made by a pl ayer  at  hi s 
RHO’ s t ur n t o cal l  i f  t hat  opponent  i s  r equi r ed by l aw t o pass.  
 
B.  Cal l  by Cor r ect  Pl ayer  Cancel l i ng Cal l  Out  of  Rot at i on  
 
A cal l  i s  consi der ed t o be i n r ot at i on when made by a pl ayer  whose t ur n i t  
was t o cal l  bef or e r ect i f i cat i on has been assessed f or  a cal l  out  of  
r ot at i on by an opponent .  Maki ng such a cal l  f or f ei t s t he r i ght  t o 
r ect i f i cat i on f or  t he cal l  out  of  r ot at i on.  The auct i on pr oceeds as t hough 
t he opponent  had not  cal l ed at  t hat  t ur n,  but  Law 16D2 appl i es.  
 
LAW 29 - PROCEDURE AFTER A CALL OUT OF ROTATION 

 
A.  For f ei t ur e of  Ri ght  t o Rect i f i cat i on 
 
Fol l owi ng a cal l  out  of  r ot at i on of f ender ’ s LHO may el ect  t o cal l  t her eby 
f or f ei t i ng t he r i ght  t o any r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
B.  Out - of - Rot at i on Cal l  Cancel l ed 
 
Unl ess A appl i es,  a cal l  out  of  r ot at i on i s cancel l ed and t he auct i on 
r ever t s t o t he pl ayer  whose t ur n i t  was t o cal l .  Of f ender  may make any 
l egal  cal l  i n pr oper  r ot at i on,  but  hi s s i de may be subj ect  t o t he 
pr ovi s i ons f or  r ect i f i cat i on i n Law 30,  31 or  32.  
 
C.  Cal l  Out  of  Rot at i on I s Ar t i f i c i al  
 
I f  a cal l  out  of  r ot at i on i s ar t i f i c i al ,  t he pr ovi s i ons of  Laws 30,  31 and 
32 appl y t o t he denomi nat i on( s)  speci f i ed,  r at her  t han t he denomi nat i on 
named.  
 



LAW 30 - PASS OUT OF ROTATION 

 

When a player has passed out of rotation and the call is cancelled, the 

option in Law 29A not having been exercised, the following provisions apply 

(if the pass is artificial see C): 

 
A.  Bef or e Any Pl ayer  Has Bi d 
 
When a pl ayer  has passed out  of  r ot at i on bef or e any pl ayer  has bi d t he 
of f ender  must  pass when next  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  and Law 23 may appl y.  
 
B.  Af t er  Any Pl ayer  Has Bi d 
 
1.  When a pass out  of  r ot at i on i s made at  of f ender ’ s RHO’ s t ur n t o cal l  
af t er  any pl ayer  has bi d,  of f ender  must  pass when next  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o 
cal l .  
 
2.  ( a)  When,  af t er  any pl ayer  has bi d,  t he of f ender  passes out  of  r ot at i on 
at  hi s par t ner ’ s t ur n t o cal l ,  t he of f ender  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s 
t ur n t o cal l ,  and Law 23 may appl y.  
 
   ( b)  Of f ender ’ s par t ner  may make any suf f i c i ent  bi d,  or  may pass,  but  may 
not  doubl e or  r edoubl e at  t hat  t ur n,  and Law 23 may appl y.  
 
3.  Af t er  any pl ayer  has bi d a pass out  of  r ot at i on at  of f ender ’ s LHO’ s t ur n 
t o cal l  i s  t r eat ed as a change of  cal l .  Law 25 appl i es.  
 
C.  When Pass I s Ar t i f i c i al  
 
When a pass out  of  r ot at i on i s ar t i f i c i al  or  i s  a pass of  an ar t i f i c i al  
cal l ,  Law 31,  not  Law 30,  appl i es.  
 
LAW 31 - BID OUT OF ROTATION 

 
When a pl ayer  has bi d out  of  r ot at i on,  has passed ar t i f i c i al l y  or  has 
passed par t ner ’ s ar t i f i c i al  cal l  ( see Law 30C) ,  and t he cal l  i s  cancel l ed 
t he opt i on i n Law 29A not  havi ng been exer ci sed,  t he f ol l owi ng pr ovi s i ons 
appl y:  
 
A.  RHO’ s Tur n 
 
When t he of f ender  has cal l ed at  hi s RHO’ s t ur n t o cal l ,   t hen:  
 
1.  I f  t hat  opponent  passes,  of f ender  must  r epeat  t he cal l  out  of  r ot at i on,  
and when t hat  cal l  i s  l egal  t her e i s no r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
2.  I f  t hat  opponent  makes a l egal *  bi d,  doubl e or  r edoubl e,  of f ender  may 
make any l egal  cal l ;  when t hi s cal l  
 
   ( a)  r epeat s t he denomi nat i on of  hi s bi d out  of  r ot at i on,  of f ender ’ s 
par t ner  must  pass when next  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23) .  
 
   ( b)  does not  r epeat  t he denomi nat i on of  hi s bi d out  of  r ot at i on,  or  i f  
t he cal l  out  of  r ot at i on was an ar t i f i c i al  pass or  a pass of  par t ner ’ s 
ar t i f i c i al  cal l ,  t he l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 may appl y,  and of f ender ’ s 
par t ner  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23) .  
 
B.  Par t ner ’ s or  LHO’ s Tur n 
 
When t he of f ender  has bi d at  hi s par t ner ’ s t ur n t o cal l ,  or  at  hi s LHO’ s 
t ur n t o cal l ,  i f  t he of f ender  has not  pr evi ousl y cal l ed* * ,  of f ender ’ s 
par t ner  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23 when t he pass 
damages t he non- of f endi ng s i de) .  The l ead r est r i c t i ons of  Law 26 may appl y.  
 
*  An i l l egal  cal l  by RHO i s r ect i f i ed as usual .  
 
* * Lat er  cal l s  at  LHO’ s t ur n t o cal l  ar e t r eat ed as changes of  cal l ,  and Law 
25 appl i es.  



 
LAW 32 - DOUBLE OR REDOUBLE OUT OF ROTATION 

 
A doubl e or  r edoubl e out  of  r ot at i on may be accept ed at  t he opt i on of  t he 
opponent  next  i n r ot at i on ( see Law 29A) ,  except  t hat  an i nadmi ssi bl e doubl e 
or  r edoubl e may never  be accept ed ( i f  of f ender ’ s LHO never t hel ess cal l s see 
Law 36) .  I f  t he cal l  out  of  r ot at i on i s not  accept ed i t  i s  cancel l ed,  t he 
l ead r est r i c t i on i n Law 26B may appl y,  and:   
 
A.  Made at  Of f ender ’ s Par t ner ’ s Tur n t o Cal l  
 
i f  a doubl e or  r edoubl e out  of  r ot at i on has been made when i t  was t he 
of f ender ’ s par t ner ’ s t ur n t o cal l  t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  must  pass whenever  
i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l  ( see Law 23 i f  t he pass damages t he non - of f endi ng 
s i de) .  
 
B.  Made at  RHO’ s Tur n t o Cal l  
 
i f  a doubl e or  r edoubl e out  of  r ot at i on has been made at  of f ender ’ s RHO’ s 
t ur n t o cal l ,  t hen:  
 
1.  I f  of f ender ’ s RHO passes,  of f ender  must  r epeat  hi s out - of - r ot at i on 
doubl e or  r edoubl e and t her e i s no r ect i f i cat i on unl ess t he doubl e or  
r edoubl e i s i nadmi ssi bl e,  i n whi ch case Law 36 appl i es.  
 
2.  I f  of f ender ’ s RHO bi ds,  doubl es or  r edoubl es,  t he of f ender  may i n t ur n 
make any l egal  cal l  but  of f ender ’ s par t ner  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s 
t ur n t o cal l .  See Law 23 i f  t he pass damages t he non- of f endi ng s i de.   
 

LAW 33 - SIMULTANEOUS CALLS 

 
A cal l  made si mul t aneousl y wi t h one made by t he pl ayer  whose t ur n i t  was t o 
cal l  i s  deemed t o be a subsequent  cal l .  
 
LAW 34 - RETENTION OF RIGHT TO CALL 

 
When f ol l owi ng a cal l  t her e have been t hr ee consecut i ve passes,  one or  mor e 
bei ng out  of  r ot at i on,  Law 17E2 appl i es.  
 
LAW 35 -  I NADMI SSI BLE CALLS 
 
The f ol l owi ng cal l s ar e i nadmi ssi bl e:  
 
1.  A doubl e or  r edoubl e not  per mi t t ed by Law 19.  Law 36 appl i es.  
 
2.  A bi d,  doubl e or  r edoubl e by a pl ayer  r equi r ed t o pass.  Law 37 appl i es.  
 
3.  A bi d of  mor e t han seven.  Law 38 appl i es.  
 
4.  A cal l  af t er  t he f i nal  pass of  t he auct i on.  Law 39 appl i es.  
 
LAW 36 -  I NADMI SSI BLE DOUBLES AND REDOUBLES 
 
A.  Of f ender ’ s LHO Cal l s bef or e Rect i f i cat i on 
 
I f  of f ender ’ s LHO cal l s bef or e r ect i f i cat i on of  an i nadmi ssi bl e doubl e or  
r edoubl e t he i nadmi ssi bl e cal l  and al l  subsequent  cal l s  ar e cancel l ed.  The 
auct i on r ever t s t o t he pl ayer  whose t ur n i t  was t o cal l  and pr oceeds as 
t hough t her e had been no i r r egul ar i t y.  The l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 do 
not  appl y.  
 
 
B.  Of f ender ’ s LHO does not  Cal l  bef or e Rect i f i cat i on 
 
When A does not  appl y:   
 
1.  any doubl e or  r edoubl e not  per mi t t ed by Law 19 i s cancel l ed.    
 



2.  t he of f ender  must  subst i t ut e a l egal  cal l ,  t he auct i on cont i nues,  and 
t he of f ender ’ s par t ner  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l .   
 
3.  Law 23 may appl y.  The l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 may appl y.  
 
4.  i f  t he cal l  i s  out  of  t ur n t he auct i on r ever t s t o t he pl ayer  whose t ur n 
i t  was t o cal l ,  t he of f ender  may make any l egal  cal l  at  hi s t ur n,  and hi s 
par t ner  must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l .  Law 23 may appl y.  The 
l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 may appl y.  
 
LAW 37 -  ACTI ON VI OLATI NG OBLI GATI ON TO PASS 
  
A.  Of f ender ’ s LHO Cal l s bef or e Rect i f i cat i on 
 
I f  t he i nadmi ssi bl e cal l  was a bi d or  a doubl e or  r edoubl e by a pl ayer  
r equi r ed by l aw t o pass ( but  not  an act i on cont r ar y t o Law 19A1 or  Law 
19B1)  and of f ender ’ s LHO cal l s bef or e t he Di r ect or  has r ul ed on 
r ect i f i cat i on,  t hat  cal l  and al l  subsequent  cal l s  st and.  I f  t he of f ender  
was r equi r ed t o pass f or  t he r emai nder  of  t he auct i on he must  st i l l  pass at  
subsequent  t ur ns.  The l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 do not  appl y.    
 
B.  Of f ender ’ s LHO does not  Cal l  bef or e Rect i f i cat i on  
 
When A does not  appl y:   
 
1.  any bi d,  doubl e or  r edoubl e,  by a pl ayer  r equi r ed by l aw t o pass i s 
cancel l ed.  
 
2.  a pass i s subst i t ut ed,  t he auct i on cont i nues and each member  of  t he 
of f endi ng s i de must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l .  Law 23 may appl y.  
The l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 may appl y.  
 
LAW 38 -  BI D OF MORE THAN SEVEN 
 
A.  No Pl ay Per mi ssi bl e 
 
No pl ay of  a cont r act  of  mor e t han seven i s ever  per mi ssi bl e.  
 
B.  Bi d and Subsequent  Cal l s Cancel l ed 
 
A bi d of  mor e t han seven i s cancel l ed t oget her  wi t h any subsequent  cal l s .  
 
C.  Of f endi ng Si de Must  Pass  
 
A pass must  be subst i t ut ed;  t he auct i on cont i nues unl ess compl et ed and each 
member  of  t he of f endi ng s i de must  pass whenever  i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o cal l .   
 
D.  Possi bl e Lack of  Recour se t o Laws 23 and 26 
 
Law 23 may appl y and t he l ead r est r i c t i ons i n Law 26 may appl y,  except  t hat  
i f  t he of f ender ’ s LHO had cal l ed subsequent  t o t he i nf r act i on and bef or e 
r ect i f i cat i on t her e i s no r ecour se t o t hese Laws.  
 
LAW 39 -  CALL AFTER THE FI NAL PASS 
 
A.  Cal l s Cancel l ed 
 
Al l  cal l s  af t er  t he f i nal  pass of  t he auct i on ar e cancel l ed.  
 
 
B.  Pass by Def ender  or  Any Cal l  by Decl ar i ng Si de 
 
I f  of f ender ’ s LHO cal l s bef or e r ect i f i cat i on or  i f  t he i nf r act i on i s a pass 
by a def ender  or  any cal l  by t he f ut ur e decl ar er  or  dummy t her e i s no 
f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
C.  Ot her  Act i on by Def ender  
 



I f  of f ender ’ s LHO has not  cal l ed subsequent  t o t he i nf r act i on and t he 
i nf r act i on i s a bi d,  doubl e or  r edoubl e by a def ender  t he l ead r est r i c t i ons 
i n Law 26 may appl y.  
 
LAW 40 -  PARTNERSHI P UNDERSTANDI NGS 
 
A.  Pl ayer s’  Syst emi c Agr eement s  
 
1.  ( a)  Par t ner shi p under st andi ngs as t o t he met hods adopt ed by a 
par t ner shi p may be r eached expl i c i t l y  i n di scussi on or  i mpl i c i t l y  t hr ough 
mut ual  exper i ence or  awar eness of  t he pl ayer s.  
 
   ( b)  Each par t ner shi p has a dut y t o make avai l abl e i t s  par t ner shi p 
under st andi ngs t o opponent s bef or e commenci ng pl ay agai nst  t hem.  The 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y speci f i es t he manner  i n whi ch t hi s shal l  be done.  
 
 
2.  I nf or mat i on conveyed t o par t ner  t hr ough such under st andi ngs must  ar i se 
f r om t he cal l s,  pl ays and condi t i ons of  t he cur r ent  deal .  Each pl ayer  i s  
ent i t l ed t o t ake i nt o account  t he l egal  auct i on and,  subj ect  t o any 
excl usi ons i n t hese l aws,  t he car ds he has seen.  He i s ent i t l ed t o use 
i nf or mat i on speci f i ed el sewher e i n t hese l aws t o be aut hor i zed.  ( See Law 
73C. )  
 
3.  A pl ayer  may make any cal l  or  pl ay wi t hout  pr i or  announcement  pr ovi ded 
t hat  such cal l  or  pl ay i s not  bas ed on an undi scl osed par t ner shi p 
under st andi ng ( see Law 40C1) .  
 
B.  Speci al  Par t ner shi p Under st andi ngs  
 
1.  ( a)  I n i t s  di scr et i on t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may desi gnat e cer t ai n 
par t ner shi p under st andi ngs as “ speci al  par t ner shi p under st andi ngs” .  A 
speci al  par t ner shi p under st andi ng i s one whose meani ng,  i n t he opi ni on of  
t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  may not  be r eadi l y under st ood and ant i c i pat ed by 
a s i gni f i cant  number  of  pl ayer s i n t he t our nament .  
 
   ( b)  Whet her  expl i c i t  or  i mpl i c i t  an agr eement  bet ween par t ner s i s a 
par t ner shi p under st andi ng.  A convent i on i s i ncl uded,  unl ess t he Regul at i ng 
Aut hor i t y deci des ot her wi se,  among t he agr eement s and t r eat ment s t hat  
const i t ut e speci al  par t ner shi p under st andi ngs as i s t he case wi t h any cal l  
t hat  has an ar t i f i c i al  meani ng.  
 
2.  ( a)  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y i s  empower ed wi t hout  r est r i c t i on t o al l ow,  
di sal l ow,  or  al l ow condi t i onal l y,  any speci al  par t ner shi p under st andi ng.  I t  
may pr escr i be a Syst em Car d wi t h or  wi t hout  suppl ement ar y sheet s,  f or  t he 
pr i or  l i s t i ng of  a par t ner shi p’ s under st andi ngs,  and r egul at e i t s  use.  The 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may pr escr i be al er t i ng pr ocedur es and/ or  ot her  met hods 
of  di scl osur e of  a par t ner shi p’ s met hods.  I t  may var y t he gener al  
r equi r ement  t hat  t he meani ng of  a cal l  or  pl ay shal l  not  al t er  by r e f er ence 
t o t he member  of  t he par t ner shi p by whom i t  i s  made ( such a r egul at i on must  
not  r est r i c t  st y l e and j udgement ,  onl y met hod) .  
 
   ( b)  Unl ess t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y pr ovi des ot her wi se a pl ayer  may not  
consul t  hi s own syst em car d af t er  t he auct i on per i od commences unt i l  t he 
end of  pl ay,  except  t hat  pl ayer s of  t he decl ar i ng s i de ( onl y)  may consul t  
t hei r  own syst em car d dur i ng t he Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od.  
 
   ( c)  Unl ess t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y pr ovi des ot her wi se a pl ayer  may 
consul t  hi s opponent ’ s syst em car d 
       ( i )  pr i or  t o t he commencement  of  t he auct i on,  
      ( i i )  dur i ng t he Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od,  and 
     ( i i i )  dur i ng t he auct i on and dur i ng t he pl ay but  onl y at  hi s t ur n t o 
cal l  or  pl ay.  
 
   ( d)  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may r est r i c t  t he use of  psych i c ar t i f i c i al  
cal l s .  
 
 



3.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may di sal l ow pr i or  agr eement  by a par t ner shi p 
t o var y i t s  under st andi ngs dur i ng t he auct i on or  pl ay f ol l owi ng a quest i on 
asked,  a r esponse t o a quest i on,  or  any i r r egul ar i t y.  
 
4.  A s i de t hat  i s  damaged as a consequence of  i t s  opponent s’  f ai l ur e t o 
pr ovi de di scl osur e of  t he meani ng of  a cal l  or  pl ay as t hese l aws r equi r e,  
i s  ent i t l ed t o r ect i f i cat i on t hr ough t he awar d of  an adj ust ed scor e.  
 
5.  When a s i de i s damaged by an opponent ’ s use of  a speci al  par t ner s hi p 
under st andi ng t hat  does not  compl y wi t h t he r egul at i ons gover ni ng t he 
t our nament  t he scor e shal l  be adj ust ed.  A s i de i n br each of  t hose 
r egul at i ons may be subj ect  t o a pr ocedur al  penal t y.  
 
6.  ( a)  When expl ai ni ng t he s i gni f i cance of  par t ner ’ s cal l  or  pl ay i n r epl y 
t o opponent ’ s enqui r y ( see Law 20)  a pl ayer  shal l  di scl ose al l  speci al  
i nf or mat i on conveyed t o hi m t hr ough par t ner shi p agr eement  or  par t ner shi p 
exper i ence but  he need not  di scl ose i nf er ences dr awn f r om hi s knowl edge and 
exper i ence of  mat t er s gener al l y known t o br i dge pl ayer s.  
 
   ( b)  The Di r ect or  adj ust s t he scor es i f  i nf or mat i on not  gi ven i n an 
expl anat i on i s cr uci al  f or  opponent ’ s choi ce of  act i on and opponent  i s  
t her eby damaged.  
 
C.  Devi at i on f r om Syst em and Psychi c Act i on 
 
1.  A pl ayer  may devi at e f r om hi s s i de’ s announced under st andi ngs al ways 
pr ovi ded t hat  hi s par t ner  has no mor e r eason t o be awar e of  t he devi at i on 
t han have t he opponent s.  Repeat ed devi at i ons l ead t o i mpl i c i t  
under st andi ngs whi ch t hen f or m par t  of  t he par t ner shi p’ s met hods a nd must  
be di scl osed i n accor dance wi t h t he r egul at i ons gover ni ng di scl osur e of  
syst em.  I f  t he Di r ect or  j udges t her e i s undi scl osed knowl edge t hat  has 
damaged t he opponent s he shal l  adj ust  t he scor e and may awar d a pr ocedur al  
penal t y.  
 
2.  Ot her  t han t he above no pl ayer  has any obl i gat i on t o di scl ose t o 
opponent s t hat  he has devi at ed f r om hi s announced met hods.  
 
 
3.  ( a)  Unl ess per mi t t ed by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y a pl ayer  i s  not  
ent i t l ed dur i ng t he auct i on and pl ay per i ods t o any ai ds t o hi s memor y,  
cal cul at i on or  t echni que.  
 
 
   ( b)  Repeat ed v i ol at i ons of  r equi r ement s t o di scl ose par t ner shi p 
under st andi ngs may be penal i zed.  

 
LAW 41 - COMMENCEMENT OF PLAY 

 
A.  Face- down Openi ng Lead 
 
Af t er  a bi d,  doubl e or  r edoubl e has been f ol l owed by t hr ee passes i n 
r ot at i on,  t he def ender  on pr esumed decl ar er ’ s l ef t  makes t he openi ng l ead 
f ace down* .  The f ace- down l ead may be wi t hdr awn onl y upon i nst r uct i on of  
t he Di r ect or  af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y ( see Law 47E2) ;  t he wi t hdr awn car d must  
be r et ur ned t o t he def ender ’ s hand.  
 
B.  Revi ew of  Auct i on and Quest i ons  
 
Bef or e t he openi ng l ead i s f aced,  t he l eader ’ s par t ner  and t he pr esumed 
decl ar er  ( but  not  t he pr esumed dummy)  each may r equi r e a r evi ew of  t he 
auct i on,  or  r equest  expl anat i on of  an opponent ’ s cal l  ( see Law 20F2 and 
20F3) .  Decl ar er * *  or  ei t her  def ender  may,  at  hi s f i r st  t ur n t o pl ay a car d,  
r equi r e a r evi ew of  t he auct i on;  t hi s r i ght  expi r es when he pl ays a car d.  
The def ender s ( subj ect  t o Law 16)  and t he decl ar er  r et ai n t he r i ght  t o 
r equest  expl anat i ons t hr oughout  t he pl ay per i od,  each at  hi s own* * *  t ur n t o 
pl ay.  
 
C.  Openi ng Lead Faced 
 



Fol l owi ng t hi s Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od,  t he openi ng l ead i s f aced,  t he pl ay 
per i od begi ns i r r evocabl y,  and dummy’ s hand i s spr ead ( but  see Law 54A f or  
a f aced openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n) .  Af t er  i t  i s  t oo l at e t o have pr evi ous 
cal l s r est at ed ( see B) ,  decl ar er  or  ei t her  def ender ,  at  hi s own* * *  t ur n t o 
pl ay,  i s  ent i t l ed t o be i nf or med as t o what  t he cont r act  i s  and whet her ,  
but  not  by whom,  i t  was doubl ed or  r edoubl ed.  
 
D.  Dummy’ s Hand 
 
Af t er  t he openi ng l ead i s f aced,  dummy spr eads hi s hand i n f r ont  of  hi m on 
t he t abl e,  f ace up,  sor t ed i nt o sui t s,  t he car ds i n or der  of  r ank wi t h 
l owest  r anki ng car ds t owar ds decl ar er ,  and i n col umns poi nt i ng l engt hwi se 
t owar ds decl ar er .  Tr umps ar e pl aced t o dummy’ s r i ght .  Decl ar er  pl ays bot h 
hi s hand and t hat  of  dummy.  
 
*   Regul at i ng Aut hor i t i es may speci f y t hat  openi ng l eads be made f ace up.  
 
* *  Decl ar er ’ s f i r st  t ur n t o pl ay i s f r om dummy unl ess accept i ng an openi ng 
l ead out  of  t ur n.  
 
* * * Decl ar er  may enqui r e at  hi s t ur n t o pl ay f r om dummy or  f r om hi s own 
hand.  
 
LAW 42 - DUMMY’S RIGHTS 

 
A.  Absol ut e Ri ght s  
 
1.  Dummy i s ent i t l ed t o gi ve i nf or mat i on,  i n t he Di r ect or ’ s pr esence,  as t o 
f act  or  l aw.  
 
2.  He may keep count  of  t r i cks won and l ost .  
 
3.  He pl ays t he car ds of  t he dummy  as decl ar er ’ s agent  as di r ect ed ( see Law 
45F i f  dummy suggest s a pl ay) .  
 
B.  Qual i f i ed Ri ght s  
 
Dummy may exer ci se ot her  r i ght s subj ect  t o t he l i mi t at i ons st at ed i n Law 
43.  
 
1.  Dummy may ask decl ar er  ( but  not  a def ender )  when he has f ai l ed t o f ol l ow 
sui t  t o a t r i ck whet her  he has a car d of  t he sui t  l ed.  
 
2.  He may t r y t o pr event  any i r r egul ar i t y by decl ar er .  
 
3.  He may dr aw at t ent i on t o any i r r egul ar i t y,  but  onl y af t er  pl ay of  t he 
hand i s concl uded.  
 
LAW 43 - DUMMY’S LIMITATIONS 

 
Except  as Law 42 al l ows:  
 
A.  Li mi t at i ons on Dummy 
 
1.  ( a)  Unl ess at t ent i on has been dr awn t o an i r r egul ar i t y by anot her  
pl ayer ,  dummy shoul d not  i ni t i at e a cal l  f or  t he Di r ect or  dur i ng pl ay.  
 
   ( b)  Dummy may not  cal l  at t ent i on t o an i r r egul ar i t y dur i ng pl ay.  
 
   ( c)  Dummy must  not  par t i c i pat e i n t he pl ay,  nor  may he communi cat e 
anyt hi ng about  t he pl ay t o decl ar er .  
 
2.  ( a)  Dummy may not  exchange hands wi t h decl ar er .  
 
   ( b)  Dummy may not  l eave hi s seat  t o wat ch decl ar er ’ s pl ay of  t he hand.  
 
   ( c)  Dummy may not ,  on hi s own i ni t i at i ve,  l ook at  t he f ace of  a car d i n 
ei t her  def ender ’ s hand.  
 



B.  I f  Vi ol at i on Occur s  
 
1.  Dummy i s l i abl e t o penal t y under  Law 90 f or  any v i ol at i on of  t he 
l i mi t at i ons l i s t ed i n A1 and A2.  
 
2.  I f  dummy,  af t er  hi s v i ol at i on of  t he l i mi t at i ons l i s t ed i n A2:  
 
   ( a)  war ns decl ar er  not  t o l ead f r om t he wr ong hand,   ei t her  def ender  may 
choose t he hand f r om whi ch decl ar er  shal l  l ead.  
 
   ( b)  i s  t he f i r st  t o ask decl ar er  i f  a pl ay f r om decl ar er ’ s hand 
const i t ut es a r evoke,  decl ar er  must  subst i t ut e a cor r ect  car d i f  hi s pl ay 
was i l l egal ,  and t he pr ovi s i ons of  Law 64 t hen appl y as i f  t he r evoke had 
been est abl i shed.  
 
3.  I f  dummy af t er  v i ol at i on of  t he l i mi t at i ons l i s t ed i n A2 i s t he f i r st  t o 
dr aw at t ent i on t o a def ender ’ s i r r egul ar i t y,  t her e i s no r ect i f i cat i on.  
Pl ay cont i nues as t hough no i r r egul ar i t y had occur r ed.   At  t he end of  pl ay 
see Law 12B1.  
 
LAW 44 - SEQUENCE AND PROCEDURE OF PLAY 

 
A.  Lead t o a Tr i ck  
 
The pl ayer  who l eads t o a t r i ck may pl ay any car d i n hi s hand ( unl ess he i s 
subj ect  t o r est r i c t i on af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y commi t t ed by hi s s i de) .  
 
B.  Subsequent  Pl ays t o a Tr i ck  
 
Af t er  t he l ead,  each ot her  pl ayer  i n t ur n pl ays a car d,  and t he f our  car ds 
so pl ayed const i t ut e a t r i ck.  ( For  t he met hod of  pl ayi ng car ds and 
ar r angi ng t r i cks see Laws 45 and 65 r espect i vel y. )  
 
C.  Requi r ement  t o Fol l ow Sui t  
 
I n pl ayi ng t o a t r i ck,  each pl ayer  must  f ol l ow sui t  i f  possi bl e.  Thi s 
obl i gat i on t akes pr ecedence over  al l  ot her  r equi r ement s of  t hese Laws.  
 
D.  I nabi l i t y  t o Fol l ow Sui t  
 
I f  unabl e t o f ol l ow sui t ,  a pl ayer  may pl ay any car d ( unl ess he i s subj ect  
t o r est r i c t i on af t er  an i r r egul ar i t y commi t t ed by hi s s i de) .  
 
E.  Tr i cks Cont ai ni ng Tr umps  
 
A t r i ck cont ai ni ng a t r ump i s won by t he pl ayer  who has cont r i but ed t o i t  
t he hi ghest  t r ump.  
 
F.  Tr i cks Not  Cont ai ni ng Tr umps  
 
A t r i ck t hat  does not  cont ai n a t r ump i s won by t he pl ayer  who has 
cont r i but ed t o i t  t he hi ghest  car d of  t he sui t  l ed.  
 
G.  Lead t o Tr i cks Subsequent  t o Fi r st  Tr i ck  
 
The l ead t o t he next  t r i ck i s f r om t he hand i n whi ch t he l ast  t r i ck was 
won.  
 
LAW 45 - CARD PLAYED 

 
A.  Pl ay of  Car d f r om a Hand 
 
Each pl ayer  except  dummy pl ays a car d by det achi ng i t  f r om hi s hand and 
f aci ng*  i t  on t he t abl e i mmedi at el y bef or e hi m.  
 
B.  Pl ay of  Car d f r om Dummy 
 



Decl ar er  pl ays a car d f r om dummy by nami ng t he car d,  af t er  whi ch dummy 
pi cks up t he car d and f aces i t  on t he t abl e.  I n pl ayi ng f r om dummy’ s hand 
decl ar er  may,  i f  necessar y,  pi ck up t he desi r ed car d hi msel f .  
 
C.  Compul sor y Pl ay of  Car d 
 
1.  A def ender ’ s car d hel d so t hat  i t  i s  possi bl e f or  hi s par t ner  t o see i t s 
f ace must  be pl ayed t o t he cur r ent  t r i ck ( i f  t he def ender  has al r eady made 
a l egal  pl ay t o t he cur r ent  t r i ck,  see Law 45E) .  
 
2.  Decl ar er  must  pl ay a car d f r om hi s hand i f  i t  i s  
 
   ( a)  hel d f ace up,  t ouchi ng or  near l y t ouchi ng t he t abl e;  or  
 
   ( b)  mai nt ai ned i n such a posi t i on as t o i ndi cat e t hat  i t  has been 
pl ayed.  
 
3.  A car d i n t he dummy must  be pl ayed i f  i t  has been del i ber at el y t ouched 
by decl ar er  except  f or  t he pur pose ei t her  of  ar r angi ng dummy’ s car ds,  or  of  
r eachi ng a car d above or  bel ow t he car d or  car ds t ouched .  
 
4.  ( a)  A car d must  be pl ayed i f  a pl ayer  names or  ot her wi se desi gnat es i t  
as t he car d he pr oposes t o pl ay.  
 
   ( b)  Unt i l  hi s par t ner  has pl ayed a car d a pl ayer  may change an 
uni nt ended desi gnat i on i f  he does so wi t hout  pause f or  t hought .  I f  an 
opponent  has,  i n t ur n,  pl ayed a car d t hat  was l egal  bef or e t he change i n 
desi gnat i on,  t hat  opponent  may wi t hdr aw t he car d so pl ayed,  r et ur n i t  t o 
hi s hand,  and subst i t ut e anot her  ( see Laws 47D and 16D1) .  
 
5.  A penal t y car d,  maj or  or  mi nor ,  may have t o be pl ayed ( see Law 50) .  
 
D.  Car d Mi spl ayed by Dummy 
 
I f  dummy pl aces i n t he pl ayed posi t i on a car d t hat  decl ar er  di d not  name,  
t he car d must  be wi t hdr awn i f  at t ent i on i s dr awn t o i t  bef or e each si de has 
pl ayed t o t he next  t r i ck,  and a def ender  may wi t hdr aw and r et ur n t o hi s 
hand a car d pl ayed af t er  t he er r or  but  bef or e at t ent i on was dr awn t o i t ;  i f  
decl ar er ’ s RHO changes hi s pl ay,  decl ar er  may wi t hdr aw a car d he had 
subsequent l y pl ayed t o t hat  t r i ck.  ( See Law 16D. )  
 
E.  Fi f t h Car d Pl ayed t o Tr i ck  
 
1.  A f i f t h car d cont r i but ed t o a t r i ck by a def ender  becomes a penal t y 
car d,  subj ect  t o Law 50,  unl ess t he Di r ect or  deems t hat  i t  was l ed,  i n 
whi ch case Law 53 or  56 appl i es.  
 
2.  When decl ar er  cont r i but es a f i f t h car d t o a t r i ck f r om hi s own hand or  
dummy,  i t  i s  r et ur ned t o t he hand wi t hout  f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on unl ess t he 
Di r ect or  deems t hat  i t  was l ed,  i n whi ch case Law 55 appl i es.  
 
F.  Dummy I ndi cat es Car d 
 
Af t er  dummy’ s hand i s f aced,  dummy may not  t ouch or  i ndi cat e any car d 
( except  f or  pur pose of  ar r angement )  wi t hout  i nst r uct i on f r om decl ar er .  I f  
he does so t he Di r ect or  shoul d be summoned f or t hwi t h and i nf or med of  t he 
act i on.  Pl ay cont i nues.  At  t he end of  t he pl ay t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d an 
adj ust ed scor e i f  he consi der s dummy suggest ed a pl ay t o decl ar er  and t he 
def ender s wer e damaged by t he pl ay suggest ed.  
 
G.  Tur ni ng t he Tr i ck  
 
No pl ayer  shoul d t ur n hi s car d f ace down unt i l  al l  f our  pl ayer s have pl ayed 
t o t he t r i ck.  
 
*  The openi ng l ead i s f i r st  made f ace down unl ess t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y 
di r ect s ot her wi se.  
 



LAW 46 – I NCOMPLETE OR ERRONEOUS CALL OF A CARD FROM DUMMY 
 
A.  Pr oper  For m f or  Desi gnat i ng Dummy’ s Car d 
 
When cal l i ng a car d t o be pl ayed f r om dummy decl ar er  shoul d c l ear l y st at e 
bot h t he sui t  and t he r ank of  t he desi r ed car d.  
 
B.  I ncompl et e or  Er r oneous Cal l  
 
I n case of  an i ncompl et e or  er r oneous cal l  by decl ar er  of  t he car d t o be 
pl ayed f r om dummy,  t he f ol l owi ng r est r i c t i ons appl y ( except  when decl ar er ’ s 
di f f er ent  i nt ent i on i s i ncont r over t i bl e) :  
 
1.  ( a)  I f  decl ar er  i n pl ayi ng f r om dummy cal l s ‘ hi gh’ ,  or  wor ds of  l i ke 
meani ng,  he i s deemed t o have cal l ed t he hi ghest  car d.   
 
   ( b)  I f  he di r ect s dummy t o ‘ wi n’  t he t r i ck he i s deemed t o have cal l ed 
t he l owest  car d t hat  i t  i s  known wi l l  wi n t he t r i ck.  
 
   ( c)  I f  he cal l s ‘ l ow’ ,  or  wor ds of  l i ke meani ng,  he i s deemed t o have 
cal l ed t he l owest  car d.  
 
2.  I f  decl ar er  desi gnat es a sui t  but  not  a r ank he i s deemed t o have cal l ed 
t he l owest  car d of  t he sui t  i ndi cat ed.  
 
3.  I f  decl ar er  desi gnat es a r ank but  not  a sui t  
 
   ( a)  I n l eadi ng,  decl ar er  i s  deemed t o have cont i nued t he sui t  i n whi ch 
dummy won t he pr ecedi ng t r i ck pr ovi ded t her e i s a car d of  t he desi gnat ed 
r ank i n t hat  sui t .  
 
   ( b)  I n al l  ot her  cases decl ar er  must  pl ay a car d f r om dummy of  t he 
desi gnat ed r ank i f  he can l egal l y do so;  but  i f  t her e ar e t wo or  mor e such 
car ds t hat  can be l egal l y  pl ayed decl ar er  must  desi gnat e whi ch i s i nt ended.  
 
4.  I f  decl ar er  cal l s  a car d t hat  i s  not  i n dummy t he cal l  i s  voi d and 
decl ar er  may desi gnat e any l egal  car d.  
 
5.  I f  decl ar er  i ndi cat es a pl ay wi t hout  desi gnat i ng ei t her  a sui t  or  a r ank 
( as by sayi ng ‘ pl ay anyt hi ng’  or  wor ds of  l i ke meani ng)  ei t her  def ender  may 
desi gnat e t he pl ay f r om dummy.  
 
LAW 47 - RETRACTION OF CARD PLAYED 

 

A. In Course of Rectification 

 

A card once played may be withdrawn when required by rectification 

following an irregularity (but a defender’s withdrawn card may become a 

penalty card, see Law 49). 

 

B. To Correct an Illegal Play 

 

A pl ayed car d may be wi t hdr awn t o cor r ect  an i l l egal  pl ay ( f or  def ender s,  
except  as t hi s Law pr ovi des,  see Law 49 -  penal t y car d) .  For  s i mul t aneous 
pl ay see Law 58.  
 

C. To Change an Inadvertent Designation 

 

A played card may be withdrawn and returned to the hand without further 

rectification after a change of designation permitted by Law 45C4(b). 

 

D. Following Opponent’s Change of Play 

 

After an opponent’s change of play a played card may be withdrawn and 

returned to the hand without further rectification and another card may be 

substituted. (Laws 16D and 62C2 may apply.) 



 

E. Change of Play Based on Misinformation 

 

1. A lead out of turn (or play of a card) may be retracted without further 

rectification if the player was mistakenly informed by an opponent that it 

was his turn to lead or play. A lead or play may not be accepted by his LHO 

in these circumstances. 

 

2. (a) A player may retract the card he has played because of a mistaken 

explanation of an opponent’s call or play and before a corrected 

explanation, without further rectification, but only if no card was 

subsequently played to that trick. An opening lead may not be retracted 

after dummy has faced any card. 

 

   (b) When it is too late to correct a play under (a) the Director may 

award an adjusted score. 

 

F. Other Retraction 

 

1.  A car d may be wi t hdr awn as Law 53C pr ovi des.  
 
2. Except as this Law specifies, a card once played may not be withdrawn. 

 

LAW 48 - EXPOSURE OF DECLARER’S CARDS 

 

A. Declarer Exposes a Card 

 

Declarer is not subject to restriction for exposing a card (but see Law 

45C2), and no card of declarer’s or dummy’s hand ever becomes a penalty 

card. Declarer is not required to play any card dropped accidentally. 

 

B. Declarer Faces Cards 

 

1. When declarer faces his cards after an opening lead out of turn, Law 54 

applies. 

 

2.  When decl ar er  f aces hi s car ds at  any t i me ot her  t han i mmedi at el y af t er  
an openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n,  he may be deemed t o have made a c l ai m or  
concessi on of  t r i cks ( unl ess he demonst r abl y di d not  i nt end t o c l ai m) ,  and 
Law 68 t hen appl i es.  
 
LAW 49 - EXPOSURE OF A DEFENDER’S CARDS 

 

Except  i n t he nor mal  cour se of  pl ay or  appl i cat i on of  l aw ( see f or  exampl e 
Law 47E) ,  when a def ender ’ s car d i s i n a posi t i on i n whi ch hi s par t ner  
coul d possi bl y see i t s f ace,  or  when a def ender  names a car d as bei ng i n 
hi s hand,  each such car d becomes a penal t y car d ( Law 50) ;  but  see t he 
f oot not e t o Law 68 when a def ender  has made a st at ement  concer ni ng an 
uncompl et ed t r i ck cur r ent l y i n pr ogr ess,  and see Law 68B2 when par t ner  
obj ect s t o a def ender ’ s concessi on.  
 
LAW 50 - DISPOSITION OF PENALTY CARD 

 
A car d pr emat ur el y exposed ( but  not  l ed,  see Law 57)  by a def ender  i s  a 
penal t y car d unl ess t he Di r ect or  desi gnat es ot her wi se ( see Law 49 and Law 
23 may appl y) .  
 
A.  Penal t y Car d Remai ns Exposed 
 
A penal t y car d must  be l ef t  f ace up on t he t abl e i mmedi at el y bef or e t he 
pl ayer  t o whom i t  bel ongs,  unt i l  a r ect i f i cat i on has been sel ect ed.  
 
B.  Maj or  or  Mi nor  Penal t y Car d? 
 



A si ngl e car d bel ow t he r ank of  an honour  exposed uni nt ent i onal l y ( as i n 
pl ayi ng t wo car ds t o a t r i ck,  or  i n dr oppi ng a car d acci dent al l y)  becomes a 
mi nor  penal t y car d.  Any car d of  honour  r ank,  or  any car d exposed t hr ough 
del i ber at e pl ay ( f or  exampl e i n l eadi ng out  of  t ur n,  or  i n r evoki ng and 
t hen cor r ect i ng) ,  becomes a maj or  penal t y car d;  when one def ender  has t wo 
or  mor e penal t y car ds,  al l  such car ds become maj or  penal t y car ds.  
 
C.  Di sposi t i on of  Mi nor  Penal t y Car d 
 
When a def ender  has a mi nor  penal t y car d,  he may not  pl ay any ot her  car d of  
t he same sui t  bel ow t he r ank of  an honour  unt i l  he has f i r st  pl ayed t he 
penal t y car d,  but  he i s ent i t l ed t o pl ay an honour  car d i nst ead.  Of f ender ’ s 
par t ner  i s  not  subj ect  t o l ead r est r i c t i on,  but  i nf or mat i on gai ned t hr ough 
seei ng t he penal t y car d i s unaut hor i zed ( see E f ol l owi ng) .  
 
D.  Di sposi t i on of  Maj or  Penal t y Car d 
 
When a def ender  has a maj or  penal t y car d,  bot h t he of f ender  and hi s par t ner  
may be subj ect  t o r est r i c t i on,  t he of f ender  whenever  he i s t o pl ay,  t he 
par t ner  whenever  he i s t o l ead.  
 
1.  ( a)  A maj or  penal t y car d must  be pl ayed at  t he f i r st  l egal  oppor t uni t y,  
whet her  i n l eadi ng,  f ol l owi ng sui t ,  di scar di ng or  t r umpi ng.  I f  a def ender  
has t wo or  mor e penal t y car ds t hat  can l egal l y be pl ayed,  decl ar er  
desi gnat es whi ch i s t o be pl ayed.   
 
   ( b)  The obl i gat i on t o f ol l ow sui t ,  or  t o compl y wi t h a l ead or  pl ay 
r est r i c t i on,  t akes pr ecedence over  t he obl i gat i on t o pl ay a maj or  penal t y 
car d,  but  t he penal t y car d must  st i l l  be l ef t  f ace up on t he t abl e and 
pl ayed at  t he next  l egal  oppor t uni t y.  
 
2.  When a def ender  has t he l ead whi l e hi s par t ner  has a maj or  penal t y car d,  
he may not  l ead unt i l  decl ar er  has st at ed whi ch of  t he opt i ons bel ow i s 
sel ect ed ( i f  t he def ender  l eads pr emat ur el y,  he i s subj ect  t o r ect i f i cat i on 
under  Law 49) .  Decl ar er  may choose:  
 
   ( a)  t o r equi r e*  t he def ender  t o l ead t he sui t  of  t he penal t y car d,  or  t o 
pr ohi bi t *  hi m f r om l eadi ng t hat  sui t  f or  as l ong as he r et ai ns t he l ead 
( f or  t wo or  mor e penal t y car ds,  see Law 51) ;  i f  decl ar er  exer ci ses ei t her  
of  t hese opt i ons,  t he car d i s no l onger  a penal t y car d and i s pi cked up.  
 
   ( b)  not  t o r equi r e or  pr ohi bi t  a l ead,  i n whi ch case t he def ender  may 
l ead any car d;  t he penal t y car d r emai ns  a penal t y car d* * .  I f  t hi s opt i on 
i s sel ect ed Law 50D cont i nues t o appl y f or  as l ong as t he penal t y car d 
r emai ns.  
 
E.  I nf or mat i on f r om a Penal t y Car d  
 
1.  Knowl edge of  t he r equi r ement s f or  pl ayi ng a penal t y car d i s aut hor i zed 
i nf or mat i on f or  al l  pl ayer s.  
 
2.  Ot her  i nf or mat i on der i ved f r om si ght  of  a penal t y car d i s unaut hor i zed  
f or  t he par t ner  of  t he pl ayer  who has t he penal t y car d ( but  aut hor i zed f or  
decl ar er ) .   
 
3.  I f  t he Di r ect or  j udges t hat  t he exposed car d conveyed such i nf or mat i on 
as t o damage t he non- of f endi ng s i de he shal l  awar d an adj ust ed scor e.  
 
*  I f  t he pl ayer  i s  unabl e t o l ead as r equi r ed see Law 59.  
 
* * I f  t he par t ner  of  t he def ender  wi t h t he penal t y car d r et ai ns t he l ead,  
and t he penal t y car d has not  yet  been pl ayed,  t hen al l  t he r equi r ement s and 
opt i ons of  Law 50D2 appl y agai n at  t he f ol l owi ng t r i ck.  
 
LAW 51 - TWO OR MORE PENALTY CARDS 

 
A.  Of f ender  t o Pl ay  
 



I f  i t  i s  a def ender ’ s t ur n t o pl ay and t hat  def ender  has t wo or  mor e 
penal t y car ds t hat  can l egal l y be pl ayed,  decl ar er  desi gnat es whi ch i s t o 
be pl ayed at  t hat  t ur n.  
 
B.  Of f ender ’ s Par t ner  t o Lead 
 
1.  ( a)  When a def ender  has t wo or  mor e penal t y car ds i n one sui t ,  and 
decl ar er  r equi r es*  t he def ender ’ s par t ner  t o l ead t hat  sui t ,  t he car ds of  
t hat  sui t  ar e no l onger  penal t y car ds and ar e pi cked up;  t he def ender  may 
make any l egal  pl ay t o t he t r i ck.  
 
   ( b)  When a def ender  has t wo or  mor e penal t y car ds i n one sui t ,  and 
decl ar er  pr ohi bi t s*  t he def ender ’ s par t ner  f r om l eadi ng t hat  sui t ,  t he 
def ender  pi cks up ever y penal t y car d i n t hat  sui t  and may make any l egal  
pl ay t o t he t r i ck.  The pr ohi bi t i on cont i nues unt i l  t he pl ayer  l oses t he 
l ead.  
 
2.  ( a)  When a def ender  has penal t y car ds i n mor e t han one sui t  ( see Law 
50D2( a) )  and hi s par t ner  i s  t o l ead,  decl ar er  may r equi r e*  t he def ender ’ s 
par t ner  t o l ead any sui t  i n whi ch t he def ender  has a penal t y car d ( but  
B1( a)  pr ecedi ng t hen appl i es) .         
 
   ( b)  When a def ender  has penal t y car ds i n mor e t han one sui t  and hi s 
par t ner  i s  t o l ead,  decl ar er  may pr ohi bi t *  t he def ender ’ s par t ner  f r om 
l eadi ng one or  mor e of  such sui t s;  t he def ender  t hen pi cks up ever y 
penal t y car d i n ever y sui t  pr ohi bi t ed by decl ar er  and makes any l egal  pl ay 
t o t he t r i ck.  The pr ohi bi t i on cont i nues unt i l  t he pl ayer  l oses t he l ead.  
 
*  I f  t he pl ayer  i s  unabl e t o l ead as r equi r ed see Law 59.  
 

LAW 52 - FAILURE TO LEAD OR PLAY A PENALTY CARD 

 
A.  Def ender  Fai l s t o Pl ay Penal t y Car d 
 
When a def ender  f ai l s  t o l ead or  pl ay a penal t y car d as r equi r ed by Law 50 
or  Law 51,  he may not ,  on hi s own i ni t i at i ve,  wi t hdr aw any ot her  car d he 
has pl ayed.  
 
B.  Def ender  Pl ays Anot her  Car d 
 
1.  ( a)  I f  a def ender  has l ed or  pl ayed anot her  car d when r equi r ed by l aw 
t o pl ay a penal t y car d,  decl ar er  may accept  such l ead or  pl ay.   
 
   ( b)  Decl ar er  must  accept  such l ead or  pl ay i f  he has t her eaf t er  pl ayed 
f r om hi s own hand or  dummy.  
 
   ( c)  I f  t he pl ayed car d i s accept ed under  ei t her  ( a)  or  ( b)  any unpl ayed 
penal t y car d r emai ns a penal t y car d.  
 
2.  I f  decl ar er  does not  accept  t he car d i l l egal l y pl ayed or  l ed t he 
def ender  must  subst i t ut e t he penal t y car d f or  t he car d i l l egal l y pl ayed or  
l ed.   Ever y car d i l l egal l y l ed or  pl ayed by t he def ender  i n t h e cour se of  
commi t t i ng t he i r r egul ar i t y becomes a maj or  penal t y car d.  
 
LAW 53 - LEAD OUT OF TURN ACCEPTED 

 
A.  Lead Out  of  Tur n Tr eat ed as Cor r ect  Lead 
 
Any l ead f aced out  of  t ur n may be t r eat ed as a cor r ect  l ead ( but  see Law 
47E1) .  I t  becomes a cor r ect  l ead i f  decl ar er  or  ei t her  def ender ,  as t he 
case may be,  accept s i t  by maki ng a st at ement  t o t hat  ef f ect ,  or  i f  a pl ay 
i s made f r om t he hand next  i n r ot at i on t o t he i r r egul ar  l ead ( but  see C) .  
I f  t her e i s no such accept ance or  pl ay,  t he Di r ect or  wi l l  r equi r e t hat  t he 
l ead be made f r om t he cor r ect  hand ( and see Law 47B) .  
 
B.  Wr ong Def ender  Pl ays Car d t o Decl ar er ’ s I r r egul ar  Lead  
 



I f  t he def ender  at  t he r i ght  of  t he hand f r om whi ch decl ar er ’ s l ead out  of  
t ur n was made pl ays t o t he i r r egul ar  l ead ( but  see C) ,  t he  l ead st ands and 
Law 57 appl i es.  
 
C.  Pr oper  Lead Made Subsequent  t o I r r egul ar  Lead 
 
Subj ect  t o Law 53A,  i f  i t  was pr oper l y t he t ur n t o l ead of  an opponent  of  
t he pl ayer  who l ed out  of  t ur n,  t hat  opponent  may make hi s pr oper  l ead t o 
t he t r i ck of  t he i nf r act i on wi t hout  hi s car d bei ng deemed pl ayed t o t he 
i r r egul ar  l ead.  When t hi s occur s,  t he pr oper  l ead st ands and al l  car ds 
pl ayed i n er r or  t o t hi s t r i ck may be wi t hdr awn.  Law 16D appl i es but  t her e 
i s no f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on.  
 

LAW 54 - FACED OPENING LEAD OUT OF TURN 

 
When an openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n i s f aced and of f ender ’ s par t ner  l eads f ace 
down,  t he di r ect or  r equi r es t he f ace down l ead t o be r et r act ed.  Al so:  
 
A.  Decl ar er  Spr eads Hi s Hand 
 
Af t er  a f aced openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n,  decl ar er  may spr ead hi s hand;  h e 
becomes dummy.  I f  decl ar er  begi ns t o spr ead hi s hand,  and i n doi ng so 
exposes one or  mor e car ds,  he must  spr ead hi s ent i r e hand.  Dummy becomes 
decl ar er .  
 
B.  Decl ar er  Accept s Lead 
 
When a def ender  f aces t he openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n decl ar er  may accept  t he  
i r r egul ar  l ead as pr ovi ded i n Law 53,  and dummy i s spr ead i n accor dance 
wi t h Law 41.  
 
1.  The second car d t o t he t r i ck i s pl ayed f r om decl ar er ’ s hand.  
 
2.  I f  decl ar er  pl ays t he second car d t o t he t r i ck f r om dummy,  dummy’ s car d 
may not  be wi t hdr awn except  t o cor r ect  a r evoke.  
 
C.  Decl ar er  Must  Accept  Lead 
 
I f  decl ar er  coul d have seen any of  dummy’ s car ds ( except  car ds t hat  dummy 
may have exposed dur i ng t he auct i on and t hat  wer e subj ect  t o Law 24) ,  he 
must  accept  t he l ead.  
 
D.  Decl ar er  Ref uses Openi ng Lead 
 
Decl ar er  may r equi r e a def ender  t o r et r act  hi s f aced openi ng l ead out  of  
t ur n.  The wi t hdr awn car d becomes a maj or  penal t y car d and Law 50D appl i es.  
 
E.  Openi ng Lead by Wr ong Si de 
 
I f  a pl ayer  of  t he decl ar i ng s i de at t empt s t o make an openi ng l ead Law 24 
appl i es.  
 
LAW 55 - DECLARER’S LEAD OUT OF TURN 

 
A.  Decl ar er ’ s Lead Accept ed 
 
I f  decl ar er  has l ed out  of  t ur n f r om hi s or  dummy’ s hand,  ei t her  def ender  
may accept  t he l ead as pr ovi ded i n Law 53,  or  r equi r e i t s  r et r act i on ( af t er  
mi s i nf or mat i on,  see Law 47E1) .  I f  t he def ender s choose di f f er ent l y t he 
opt i on expr essed by t he pl ayer  next  i n t ur n shal l  pr evai l .  
 
B.  Decl ar er  Requi r ed t o Ret r act  Lead 
 
1.  I f  decl ar er  has l ed f r om hi s or  dummy’ s hand when i t  was a def ender ’ s 
t ur n t o l ead,  and i f  ei t her  def ender  r equi r es hi m t o r et r act  such l ead,  
decl ar er  r est or es t he car d l ed i n er r or  t o t he pr oper  hand.  No f ur t her  
r ect i f i cat i on appl i es.  
 



2.  I f  decl ar er  has l ed f r om t he wr ong hand when i t  was hi s t ur n t o l ead 
f r om hi s hand or  dummy’ s,  and i f  ei t her  def ender  r equi r es hi m t o r et r act  
t he l ead,  he wi t hdr aws t he car d l ed i n er r or .  He must  l ead f r om t he cor r ect  
hand.  
 
C.  Decl ar er  Mi ght  Obt ai n I nf or mat i on 
 
When decl ar er  adopt s a l i ne of  pl ay t hat  coul d have been based on 
i nf or mat i on obt ai ned t hr ough t he i nf r act i on,  t he Di r ect or  may awar d an 
adj ust ed scor e.  
 
LAW 56 - DEFENDER’S LEAD OUT OF TURN 

 
See Law 54D.  
 
LAW 57 - PREMATURE LEAD OR PLAY 

 
A.  Pr emat ur e Pl ay or  Lead t o Next  Tr i ck  
 
When a def ender  l eads t o t he next  t r i ck bef or e hi s par t ner  has pl ayed t o 
t he cur r ent  t r i ck,  or  pl ays out  of  t ur n bef or e hi s par t ner  has pl ayed,  t he 
car d so l ed or  pl ayed becomes a maj or  penal t y car d,  and decl ar er  sel ect s 
one of  t he f ol l owi ng opt i ons.  He may:  
 
1.  r equi r e of f ender ’ s par t ner  t o pl ay t he hi ghest  car d he hol ds of  t he sui t  
l ed,  or  
 
2.  r equi r e of f ender ’ s par t ner  t o pl ay t he l owest  car d he hol ds of  t he sui t  
l ed,  or  
 
3.  f or bi d of f ender ’ s par t ner  t o pl ay a car d of  anot her  sui t  speci f i ed by 
decl ar er .  
 
B.  Of f ender ’ s Par t ner  Cannot  Compl y wi t h Rect i f i cat i on  
 
When of f ender ’ s par t ner  i s  unabl e t o compl y wi t h t he r ect i f i cat i on sel ect ed 
by decl ar er  he may pl ay any car d,  as pr ovi ded i n Law 59.  
 
C.  Decl ar er  or  Dummy Has Pl ayed 
 
1.  A def ender  i s  not  subj ect  t o r ect i f i cat i on f or  pl ayi ng bef or e hi s 
par t ner  i f  decl ar er  has pl ayed f r om bot h hands,  nor  i f  dummy has  pl ayed a 
car d or  has i l l egal l y suggest ed t hat  i t  be pl ayed.  A s i ngl et on i n dummy,  or  
one of  car ds adj acent  i n r ank of  t he same sui t ,  i s  not  consi der ed t o be 
pl ayed unt i l  decl ar er  has i nst r uct ed ( or  i ndi cat ed* )  t he pl ay.  
 
2.  A pr emat ur e pl ay ( not  a l ead)  by decl ar er  f r om ei t her  hand i s a pl ayed 
car d and may not  be wi t hdr awn.  
 
*  as by a gest ur e or  nod 
 

LAW 58 - SIMULTANEOUS LEADS OR PLAYS 

 
A.  Si mul t aneous Pl ays by Two Pl ayer s  
 
A l ead or  pl ay made si mul t aneousl y wi t h anot her  pl ayer ’ s l egal  l ead or  pl ay 
i s deemed t o be subsequent  t o i t .  
 
B.  Si mul t aneous Car ds f r om One Hand 
 
I f  a pl ayer  l eads or  pl ays t wo or  mor e car ds s i mul t aneousl y:  
 
1.  I f  onl y one car d i s v i s i bl e,  t hat  car d i s pl ayed;  al l  ot her  car ds ar e 
pi cked up and t her e i s no f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on ( see Law 47F) .  
 
2.  I f  mor e t han one car d i s v i s i bl e,  t he pl ayer  desi gnat es t he car d he 
pr oposes t o pl ay;  when he i s a def ender ,  each ot her  car d exposed becomes a 
penal t y car d ( see Law 50) .  
 



3.  Af t er  a pl ayer  wi t hdr aws a v i s i bl e car d,  an opponent  who subsequent l y 
pl ayed t o t hat  car d may wi t hdr aw hi s pl ay and subst i t ut e anot her  wi t hout  
f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on ( but  see Law 16D) .  
 
4.  I f  t he s i mul t aneous pl ay r emai ns undi scover ed unt i l  bot h s i des have 
pl ayed t o t he next  t r i ck,  Law 67 appl i es.  
 
LAW 59 - INABILITY TO LEAD OR PLAY AS REQUIRED 

 
A pl ayer  may pl ay any ot her wi se l egal  car d i f  he i s unabl e t o l ead or  pl ay 
as r equi r ed t o compl y wi t h a r ect i f i cat i on,  whet her  because he hol ds no 
car d of  t he r equi r ed sui t ,  or  because he has onl y car ds of  a sui t  he i s 
pr ohi bi t ed f r om l eadi ng,  or  because he i s obl i ged t o f ol l ow sui t .  
 
LAW 60 - PLAY AFTER AN ILLEGAL PLAY 

 
A.  Pl ay of  Car d af t er  I r r egul ar i t y  
 
1.  A pl ay by a member  of  t he non- of f endi ng s i de af t er  hi s RHO has l ed or  
pl ayed out  of  t ur n or  pr emat ur el y,  and bef or e r ect i f i cat i on  has been 
assessed,  f or f ei t s t he r i ght  t o r ect i f i cat i on of  t hat  of f ence.  
 
2.  Once t he r i ght  t o r ect i f i cat i on has been f or f ei t ed,  t he i l l egal  pl ay i s 
t r eat ed as t hough i t  wer e i n t ur n ( except  when Law 53C appl i es) .  
            
3.  I f  t he of f endi ng s i de has a pr evi ous obl i gat i on t o pl ay a penal t y car d,  
or  t o compl y wi t h a l ead or  pl ay r est r i c t i on,  t he obl i gat i on r emai ns at  
f ut ur e t ur ns.  
 
B.  Def ender  Pl ays bef or e Requi r ed Lead by Decl ar er  
 
When a def ender  pl ays a car d af t er  decl ar er  has been r equi r ed t o r et r act  
hi s l ead out  of  t ur n f r om ei t her  hand,  but  bef or e decl ar er  has l ed f r om t he 
cor r ect  hand,  t he def ender ’ s car d becomes a maj or  penal t y car d ( Law 50) .  
 
C.  Pl ay by Of f endi ng Si de bef or e Assessment  of  Rect i f i cat i on  
 
A pl ay by a member  of  t he of f endi ng s i de bef or e r ect i f i cat i on has been 
assessed does not  af f ect  t he r i ght s of  t he opponent s,  and may i t sel f  be 
subj ect  t o r ect i f i cat i on.  
 
LAW 61 - FAILURE TO FOLLOW SUIT - INQUIRIES CONCERNING A REVOKE 

 

A. Definition of Revoke 

 
Fai l ur e t o f ol l ow sui t  i n accor dance wi t h Law 44 or  f ai l ur e t o l ead or  
pl ay,  when abl e,  a car d or  sui t  r equi r ed by l aw or  speci f i ed by an opponent  
when exer ci s i ng an opt i on i n r ect i f i cat i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y,  const i t ut es 
a r evoke.  ( When unabl e t o compl y see Law 59. )  
 
B.  Ri ght  t o I nqui r e about  a Possi bl e Revoke 
 
1.  Decl ar er  may ask a def ender  who has f ai l ed t o f ol l ow sui t  whet her  he has 
a car d of  t he sui t  l ed.  
 
2.  ( a)  Dummy may ask decl ar er  ( but  see Law 43B2( b) ) .  
 
   ( b)  Dummy may not  ask a def ender  and Law 16B may appl y.   
 
3.  Def ender s may ask decl ar er  and,  unl ess pr ohi bi t ed by t he Regul at i ng 
Aut hor i t y,  may ask one anot her  ( at  t he r i sk of  cr eat i ng unaut hor i zed 
i nf or mat i on) .  
 
 

LAW 62 - CORRECTION OF A REVOKE 

 
A.  Revoke Must  Be Cor r ect ed 
 



A pl ayer  must  cor r ect  hi s r evoke i f  he becomes awar e of  t he  i r r egul ar i t y 
bef or e i t  becomes est abl i shed.  
 
B.  Cor r ect i ng a Revoke 
 
To cor r ect  a r evoke t he of f ender  wi t hdr aws t he car d he pl ayed and 
subst i t ut es a l egal  car d.  
 
1.  A car d so wi t hdr awn becomes a maj or  penal t y car d ( Law 50)  i f  i t  was 
pl ayed f r om a def ender ’ s unf aced hand.  
 
2.  The car d may be r epl aced wi t hout  f ur t her  r ect i f i cat i on i f  i t  was pl ayed 
f r om decl ar er ’ s ( subj ect  t o Law 43B2( b) )  or  dummy’ s hand,  or  i f  i t  was a 
def ender ’ s f aced car d.  
 
C.  Subsequent  Car ds Pl ayed  
 
1.  Each member  of  t he non- of f endi ng s i de may wi t hdr aw and r et ur n t o hi s 
hand any car d he may have pl ayed af t er  t he r evoke but  bef or e at t ent i on was 
dr awn t o i t  ( see Law 16D) .  
 
2.  Af t er  a non- of f ender  so wi t hdr aws a car d,  t he pl ayer  of  t he of f endi ng 
s i de next  i n r ot at i on may wi t hdr aw hi s pl ayed car d,  whi ch becomes a penal t y 
car d i f  t he pl ayer  i s  a def ender ,  and see Law 16D.   
 
3.  A c l ai m of  a r evoke does not  aut omat i cal l y  war r ant  i nspect i on of  qui t t ed 
t r i cks ( see Law 66C) .   
 
 
D.  Revoke on Tr i ck Twel ve 
 
1.  On t he t wel f t h t r i ck,  a r evoke,  even i f  est abl i shed,  must  be cor r ect ed 
i f  di scover ed bef or e al l  f our  hands have been r et ur ned t o t he boar d.  
 
2.  I f  a r evoke by a def ender  occur s on t he t wel f t h t r i ck and bef or e i t  was 
t he t ur n of  hi s par t ner  t o pl ay t o t he t r i ck,  when of f ender ’ s par t ner  has 
car ds of  t wo sui t s he may not  choose t he pl ay t hat  coul d possi bl y have been 
suggest ed by seei ng t he r evoke car d.  
 

LAW 63 - ESTABLISHMENT OF A REVOKE 

 
A.  Revoke Becomes Est abl i shed 
 
A r evoke becomes est abl i shed:  
 
1.  when t he of f ender  or  hi s par t ner  l eads or  pl ays t o t he f ol l owi ng t r i ck 
( any such pl ay,  l egal  or  i l l egal ,  est abl i shes t he r evoke) .  
 
2.  when t he of f ender  or  hi s par t ner  names or  ot her wi se desi gnat es a car d t o 
be pl ayed t o t he f ol l owi ng t r i ck.  
 
3.  when a member  of  t he of f endi ng s i de makes or  agr ees t o a c l ai m or  
concessi on of  t r i cks or al l y  or  by f aci ng hi s hand or  i n any ot her  way.  
 
B.  Revoke May Not  Be Cor r ect ed 
 
Once a r evoke i s est abl i shed,  i t  may no l onger  be cor r ect ed ( except  as 
pr ovi ded i n Law 62D f or  a r evoke on t he t wel f t h t r i ck) ,  and t he t r i ck on 
whi ch t he r evoke occur r ed st ands as pl ayed.   
 

LAW 64 - PROCEDURE AFTER ESTABLISHMENT OF A REVOKE 

 
A.  Rect i f i cat i on f ol l owi ng a Revoke 
 
When a r evoke i s est abl i shed:  
 
1.  and t he t r i ck on whi ch t he r evoke occur r ed was won by t he of f endi ng 
pl ayer * ,  at  t he end of  t he pl ay t he t r i ck on whi ch t he r evoke occur r ed i s 



t r ansf er r ed t o t he non- of f endi ng s i de t oget her  wi t h one of  any subsequent  
t r i cks won by t he of f endi ng s i de.   
 
2.  and t he t r i ck on whi ch t he r evoke occur r ed was not  won by t he of f endi ng 
pl ayer *  t hen,  i f  t he of f endi ng s i de won t hat  or  any subsequent  t r i ck,  af t er  
pl ay ends one t r i ck i s t r ansf er r ed t o t he non- of f endi ng s i de.    
 
B.  No Rect i f i cat i on 
 
Ther e i s no r ect i f i cat i on as i n A f ol l owi ng an est abl i shed r evoke:  
 
1.  i f  t he of f endi ng s i de di d not  wi n ei t her  t he r evoke t r i ck or  any 
subsequent  t r i ck.  
 
2.  i f  i t  i s  a subsequent  r evoke i n t he same sui t  by t he same pl ayer .  Law 
64C may appl y.  
  
3.  i f  t he r evoke was made i n f ai l i ng t o pl ay any car d f aced on t he t abl e or  
bel ongi ng t o a hand f aced on t he t abl e,  i ncl ud i ng a car d f r om dummy’ s hand.    
 
4.  i f  at t ent i on was f i r st  dr awn t o t he r evoke af t er  a member  of  t he non -
of f endi ng s i de has made a cal l  on t he subsequent  deal .  
 
5.  i f  at t ent i on was f i r st  dr awn t o t he r evoke af t er  t he r ound has ended.  
 
6.  i f  i t  i s  a r evoke on t he t wel f t h t r i ck.  
 
7.  when bot h s i des have r evoked on t he same boar d.  
 
C.  Di r ect or  Responsi bl e f or  Equi t y  
 
When,  af t er  any est abl i shed r evoke,  i ncl udi ng t hose not  subj ect  t o 
r ect i f i cat i on,  t he Di r ect or  deems t hat  t he non- of f endi ng s i de i s 
i nsuf f i c i ent l y compensat ed by t hi s Law f or  t he damage caused,  he shal l  
assi gn an adj ust ed  
scor e.    
 
*  a t r i ck won i n dummy i s not  won by decl ar er  f or  t he pur poses of  t hi s Law.  
 
LAW 65 - ARRANGEMENT OF TRICKS 

 
A.  Compl et ed Tr i ck  
 
When f our  car ds have been pl ayed t o a t r i ck,  each pl ayer  t ur ns hi s own car d 
f ace down near  hi m on t he t abl e.  
 
B.  Keepi ng Tr ack of  t he Owner shi p of  Tr i cks  
 
1.  I f  t he pl ayer ’ s s i de has won t he t r i ck,  t he car d i s poi nt ed l engt hwi se 
t owar d hi s par t ner .  
 
2.  I f  t he opponent s have won t he t r i ck,  t he c ar d i s poi nt ed l engt hwi se 
t owar d t he opponent s.  
 
3.  Decl ar er  may r equi r e t hat  a car d poi nt ed i ncor r ect l y i s  poi nt ed as 
above.  Dummy or  ei t her  def ender  may dr aw at t ent i on t o a car d poi nt ed 
i ncor r ect l y,  but  f or  t hese pl ayer s t he r i ght  expi r es when a l ead i s made t o 
t he f ol l owi ng t r i ck.  I f  done l at er  Law 16B may appl y.  
 
C.  Or der l i ness  
 
Each pl ayer  ar r anges hi s own car ds i n an or der l y over l appi ng r ow i n t he 
sequence pl ayed,  so as t o per mi t  r evi ew of  t he pl ay af t er  i t s  compl et i on,  
i f  necessar y t o det er mi ne t he number  of  t r i cks won by each si de or  t he 
or der  i n whi ch t he car ds wer e pl ayed.  
 
D.  Agr eement  on Resul t s of  Pl ay  
 



A pl ayer  shoul d not  di st ur b t he or der  of  hi s pl ayed car ds unt i l  agr eement  
has been r eached on t he number  of  t r i cks won.  A pl ayer  who f ai l s  t o co mpl y 
wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  t hi s Law j eopar di z es hi s r i ght  t o c l ai m owner shi p of  
doubt f ul  t r i cks or  t o c l ai m ( or  deny)  a r evoke.  
  
LAW 66 - INSPECTION OF TRICKS 

 
A.  Cur r ent  Tr i ck  
 
So l ong as hi s s i de has not  l ed or  pl ayed t o t he next  t r i ck,  decl ar er  or  
ei t her  def ender  may,  unt i l  he has t ur ned hi s own car d f ace down on t he 
t abl e,  r equi r e t hat  al l  car ds j ust  pl ayed t o t he t r i ck be f aced.  
 
B.  Own Last  Car d 
 
Unt i l  a car d i s l ed t o t he next  t r i ck,  decl ar er  or  ei t her  def ender  may 
i nspect ,  but  not  expose,  hi s own l ast  car d pl ayed.  
 
C.  Qui t t ed Tr i cks  
 
Ther eaf t er ,  unt i l  pl ay ceases,  t he car ds of  qui t t ed t r i cks may not  be 
i nspect ed ( except  at  t he Di r ect or ’ s speci f i c  i nst r uct i on;  f or  exampl e,  i f  
necessar y t o ver i f y a c l ai m of  a r evoke) .  
 
D.  Af t er  t he Concl usi on of  Pl ay  
 
Af t er  pl ay ceases,  t he pl ayed and unpl ayed car ds may be i nspect ed t o set t l e 
a c l ai m of  a r evoke,  or  of  t he number  of  t r i cks won or  l ost ;  but  no pl ayer  
shoul d handl e car ds ot her  t han hi s own.  I f ,  af t er  such a c l ai m has been 
made,  a pl ayer  mi xes hi s car ds i n such a manner  t hat  t he Di r ect or  can no 
l onger  ascer t ai n t he f act s,  t he Di r ect or  shal l  r ul e i n f avour  of  t he ot her  
s i de.  
 
LAW 67 -  DEFECTI VE TRI CK 
 
A.  Bef or e Bot h Si des Pl ay t o Next  Tr i ck  
 
When a pl ayer  has omi t t ed t o pl ay t o a t r i ck,  or  has pl ayed t oo many car ds 
t o a t r i ck,  t he er r or  must  be r ect i f i ed i f  at t ent i on i s dr awn t o t he 
i r r egul ar i t y bef or e a pl ayer  on each si de has pl ayed t o t he f ol l owi ng 
t r i ck.  
 
1.  To r ect i f y  omi ssi on t o pl ay t o a t r i ck,  t he of f ender  suppl i es a car d he 
can l egal l y pl ay.  
 
2.  To r ect i f y  t he pl ay of  t oo many car ds t o a t r i ck,  Law 45E ( Fi f t h Car d 
Pl ayed t o a Tr i ck)  or  Law 58B ( Si mul t aneous Car ds f r om One Hand)  shal l  be 
appl i ed.  
 
B.  Af t er  Bot h Si des Pl ay t o Next  Tr i ck  
 
Af t er  bot h s i des have pl ayed t o t he f ol l owi ng t r i ck,  when at t ent i on i s 
dr awn t o a def ect i ve t r i ck or  when t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  t her e had 
been a def ect i ve t r i ck ( f r om t he f act  t hat  one pl ayer  has t oo f ew or  t oo 
many car ds i n hi s hand,  and a cor r espondi ngl y i ncor r ect  number  of  pl ayed 
car ds) ,  t he Di r ect or  est abl i s hes whi ch t r i ck was def ect i ve.  To r ect i f y  t he 
number  of  car ds,  t he Di r ect or  shoul d pr oceed as f ol l ows.  
 
1.  When t he of f ender  has f ai l ed t o pl ay a car d t o t he def ect i ve t r i ck,  t he 
Di r ect or  shal l  r equi r e hi m f or t hwi t h t o expose a car d f ace - up i n f r ont  of  
hi m and t hen pl ace i t  appr opr i at el y among hi s pl ayed car ds ( t hi s car d does 
not  af f ect  owner shi p of  t he t r i ck) ;  i f  
 
   ( a)  t he of f ender  has a car d of  t he sui t  l ed t o t he def ect i ve t r i ck,  he 
must  choose such a car d t o pl ace among hi s pl ayed car ds.  He i s deemed t o 
have r evoked on t he def ect i ve t r i ck and i s subj ect  t o t he l oss of  one t r i ck 
t r ansf er r ed i n accor dance wi t h Law 64A2.  
 



   ( b)  t he of f ender  has no car d of  t he sui t  l ed t o t he def ect i ve t r i ck,  he 
chooses any car d t o pl ace among hi s pl ayed car ds.  He i s deemed t o have 
r evoked on t he def ect i ve t r i ck and i s subj ect  t o t he l oss of  one t r i ck 
t r ansf er r ed i n accor dance wi t h Law 64A2.  
 
2.  ( a)  When t he of f ender  has pl ayed mor e t han one car d t o t he def ect i ve 
t r i ck,  t he Di r ect or  i nspect s t he pl ayed car ds and r equi r es t he of f ender  t o 
r est or e t o hi s hand al l  ext r a car ds* ,  l eavi ng among t he pl ayed car ds t he 
one f aced i n pl ayi ng t o t he def ect i ve t r i ck ( i f  t he Di r ect or  i s  unabl e t o 
det er mi ne whi ch car d was f aced,  t he of f ender  l eaves t he hi ghest  r anki ng of  
t he car ds t hat  he coul d l egal l y have pl ayed t o t he t r i ck) .  Owner shi p of  t he 
def ect i ve t r i ck does not  change.  
 
   ( b)  A r est or ed car d i s deemed t o have bel onged cont i nuousl y t o t he 
of f ender ’ s hand,  and a f ai l ur e t o have pl ayed i t  t o an ear l i er  t r i ck may 
const i t ut e a r evoke.  
 
*  The Di r ect or  shoul d avoi d,  when possi bl e,  exposi ng a def ender ’ s pl ayed 
car ds,  but  i f  an ext r a car d t o be r est or ed t o a def ender ’ s hand has been 
exposed,  i t  becomes a penal t y car d ( see Law 50) .  
 
LAW 68 - CLAIM OR CONCESSION OF TRICKS 

 
For  a st at ement  or  act i on t o const i t ut e a c l ai m or  concessi on of  t r i cks 
under  t hese Laws,  i t  must  r ef er  t o t r i cks ot her  t han one cur r ent l y i n 
pr ogr ess* .  I f  i t  does r ef er  t o subsequent  t r i cks:  
 
A.  Cl ai m Def i ned 
 
Any st at ement  t o t he ef f ect  t hat  a cont est ant  wi l l  wi n a speci f i c  number  of  
t r i cks i s a c l ai m of  t hose t r i cks.  A cont est ant  al so c l ai ms when he 
suggest s t hat  pl ay be cur t ai l ed,  or  when he shows hi s car ds ( unl ess he 
demonst r abl y di d not  i nt end t o c l ai m -  f or  exampl e,  i f  decl ar er  f aces hi s 
car ds af t er  an openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n Law 54,  not  t hi s Law,  wi l l  appl y) .  
 
B.  Concessi on Def i ned 
 
1.  Any st at ement  t o t he ef f ect  t hat  a cont est ant  wi l l  l ose a speci f i c  
number  of  t r i cks i s a concessi on of  t hose t r i cks;  a c l ai m of  some number  of  
t r i cks i s a concessi on of  t he r emai nder ,  i f  any.  A pl ayer  concedes al l  t he 
r emai ni ng t r i cks when he abandons hi s hand.   
 
2.  Regar dl ess of  1 pr ecedi ng,  i f  a def ender  at t empt s t o concede one or  mor e 
t r i cks and hi s par t ner  i mmedi at el y obj ect s,  no concessi on has occur r ed.  
Unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on may exi st ,  so t he Di r ect or  shoul d be summoned 
i mmedi at el y.  Pl ay cont i nues.  Any car d t hat  has been exposed by a def ender  
i n t hese c i r cumst ances i s not  a penal t y car d but  Law 16D appl i es t o 
i nf or mat i on ar i s i ng f r om i t s exposur e and t he i nf or mat i on may not  be used  
by t he par t ner  of  t he def ender  who has exposed i t .  
 
C.  Cl ar i f i cat i on Requi r ed f or  Cl ai m 
 
A c l ai m shoul d be accompani ed at  once by a c l ear  st at ement  as t o t he or der  
i n whi ch car ds wi l l  be pl ayed,  of  t he l i ne of  pl ay or  def ence t hr ough whi ch 
t he c l ai mer  pr oposes t o wi n t he t r i cks c l ai med.  
 
D.  Pl ay Ceases 
 
Af t er  any c l ai m or  concessi on,  pl ay ceases ( but  see Law 70D3) .  I f  t he c l ai m 
or  concessi on i s agr eed,  Law 69 appl i es;  i f  i t  i s  doubt ed by any pl ayer  
( dummy i ncl uded) ,  t he Di r ect or  must  be summoned i mmedi at el y and Law 70 
appl i es.  No act i on may be t aken pendi ng t he Di r ect or ’ s ar r i val .  
 
*  I f  t he st at ement  or  act i on per t ai ns onl y t o t he wi nni ng or  l osi ng of  an 
uncompl et ed t r i ck cur r ent l y i n pr ogr ess,  pl ay pr oceeds r egul ar l y;  car ds 
exposed or  r eveal ed by a def ender  do not  become penal t y car ds,  but  Law 16,  
Unaut hor i zed I nf or mat i on,  may appl y,  and see Law 57A,  Pr emat ur e Pl ay.  



 

LAW 69 - AGREED CLAIM OR CONCESSION 

 
A.  When Agr eement  i s  Est abl i shed 
 
Agr eement  i s  est abl i shed when a cont est ant  assent s t o an opponent ’ s c l a i m 
or  concessi on,  and r ai ses no obj ect i on t o i t  bef or e hi s s i de makes a cal l  
on a subsequent  boar d or  bef or e t he r ound ends,  whi chever  occur s f i r st .  The 
boar d i s scor ed as t hough t he t r i cks c l ai med or  conceded had been won or  
l ost  i n pl ay.  
 
B.  Di r ect or ’ s Deci s i on 
 
Agr eement  wi t h a c l ai m or  concessi on ( see A)  may be wi t hdr awn wi t hi n t he 
Cor r ect i on Per i od est abl i shed under  Law 79C:  
 
1.  i f  a pl ayer  agr eed t o t he l oss of  a t r i ck hi s s i de had,  i n f act ,  won;  or  
 
2.  i f  a pl ayer  has agr eed t o t he l oss of  a t r i ck t hat  hi s s i de woul d l i kel y 
have won had t he pl ay cont i nued.  
 
The boar d i s r escor ed wi t h such t r i ck awar ded t o hi s s i de.  
 

LAW 70 - CONTESTED CLAIM OR CONCESSION 

 

A. General Objective 

 
I n r ul i ng on a cont est ed c l ai m or  concessi on,  t he Di r ect or  adj udi cat es t he 
r esul t  of  t he boar d as equi t abl y as possi bl e t o bot h s i des,  but  any 
doubt f ul  poi nt  as t o a c l ai m shal l  be r esol ved agai nst  t he c l ai mer .  The 
Di r ect or  pr oceeds as f ol l ows.  
 
B.  Cl ar i f i cat i on St at ement  Repeat ed 
 
1.  The Di r ect or  r equi r es c l ai mer  t o r epeat  t he c l ar i f i cat i on st at ement  he 
made at  t he t i me of  hi s c l ai m.  
 
2.  Next ,  t he Di r ect or  hear s t he opponent s’  obj ect i ons t o t he c l ai m ( but  t he 
Di r ect or ’ s consi der at i ons ar e not  l i mi t ed onl y t o t he opponent s’  
obj ect i ons) .  
 
3.  The Di r ect or  may r equi r e pl ayer s t o put  t hei r  r emai ni ng car ds f ace up on 
t he t abl e.   
 
C.  Ther e I s an Out st andi ng Tr ump 
 
When a t r ump r emai ns i n one of  t he opponent s’  hands,  t he Di r ect or  shal l  
awar d a t r i ck or  t r i cks t o t he opponent s i f :  
 
1.  c l ai mer  made no st at ement  about  t hat  t r ump,  and   
 
2.  i t  i s  at  al l  l i kel y t hat  c l ai mer  at  t he t i me of  hi s c l ai m was unawar e 
t hat  a t r ump r emai ned i n an opponent ’ s hand,  and  
 
3.  a t r i ck coul d be l ost  t o t hat  t r ump by any nor mal *  pl ay.  
 
D.  Di r ect or ’ s Consi der at i ons  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  shal l  not  accept  f r om cl ai mer  any successf ul  l i ne of  pl ay 
not  embr aced i n t he or i gi nal  c l ar i f i cat i on st at ement  i f  t her e i s an 
al t er nat i ve nor mal *  l i ne of  pl ay t hat  woul d be l ess successf ul .  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  does not  accept  any par t  of  a def ender ’ s c l ai m t hat  depends 
on hi s par t ner ’ s sel ect i ng a par t i cul ar  pl ay f r om among al t er nat i ve nor mal *  
pl ays.  
 
3.  I n accor dance wi t h Law 68D pl ay shoul d have ceased,  but  i f  any pl ay has 
occur r ed af t er  t he c l ai m t hi s may pr ovi de evi dence t o be deemed par t  of  t he 



cl ar i f i cat i on of  t he c l ai m.  The Di r ect or  may accept  i t  as evi dence of  t he 
pl ayer s’  pr obabl e pl ays subsequent  t o t he c l ai m and/ or  of  t he accur acy of  
t he c l ai m.  
 
E.  Unst at ed Li ne of  Pl ay  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  shal l  not  accept  f r om cl ai mer  any unst at ed l i ne of  pl ay t he 
success of  whi ch depends upon f i ndi ng one opponent  r at her  t han t he ot her  
wi t h a par t i cul ar  car d,  unl ess an opponent  f ai l ed t o f ol l ow t o t he sui t  of  
t hat  car d bef or e t he c l ai m was made,  or  woul d subsequent l y f ai l  t o f ol l ow 
t o t hat  sui t  on any nor mal *  l i ne of  pl ay,  or  unl ess f ai l ur e t o ado pt  t hat  
l i ne of  pl ay woul d be i r r at i onal .  
 
2.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may speci f y an or der  ( e. g.  “ f r om t he t op down” )  
i n whi ch t he Di r ect or  shal l  deem a sui t  pl ayed i f  t hi s was not  c l ar i f i ed i n 
t he st at ement  of  c l ai m ( but  al ways subj ect  t o any ot her  r equi r ement  of  t hi s 
Law) .  
 
*  For  t he pur poses of  Laws 70 and 71,  “ nor mal ”  i ncl udes pl ay t hat  woul d be 
car el ess or  i nf er i or  f or  t he c l ass of  pl ayer  i nvol ved.  
 

LAW 71 - CONCESSION CANCELLED   

 
A concessi on must  st and,  once made,  except  t hat  wi t hi n t he Cor r ect i on 
Per i od est abl i shed under  Law 79C t he Di r ect or  shal l  cancel  a concessi on:  
 
1.  i f  a pl ayer  conceded a t r i ck hi s s i de had,  i n f act ,  won;  or  
 
2.  i f  a pl ayer  has conceded a t r i ck t hat  coul d not  be l ost  by any nor mal *  
pl ay of  t he r emai ni ng car ds.  
 
The boar d i s r escor ed wi t h such t r i ck awar ded t o hi s s i de.  
 
*  For  t he pur poses of  Laws 70 and 71,  “ nor mal ”  i ncl udes pl ay t hat  woul d be 
car el ess or  i nf er i or  f or  t he c l ass of  pl ayer  i nvol ved.  
 
LAW 72 - GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

 
A.  Obser vance of  Laws  
 
Dupl i cat e br i dge t our nament s shoul d be pl ayed i n st r i c t  accor dance 
wi t h t he Laws.  The chi ef  obj ect  i s  t o obt ai n a hi gher  scor e t han 
ot her  cont est ant s whi l st  compl yi ng wi t h t he l awf ul  pr ocedur es and 
et hi cal  st andar ds set  out  i n t hese l aws.  

 
B.  I nf r act i on of  Law 
 
1.  A pl ayer  must  not  i nf r i nge a l aw i nt ent i onal l y,  even i f  t her e i s 
a pr escr i bed r ect i f i cat i on he i s wi l l i ng t o accept .  
 
2.  Ther e i s no obl i gat i on t o dr aw at t ent i on t o an i nf r act i on of  l aw 
commi t t ed by one’ s  own si de ( but  see Law 20F f or  a mi st aken 
expl anat i on and see Laws 62A and 79A2) .  
 
3.  A pl ayer  may not  at t empt  t o conceal  an i nf r act i on,  as by 
commi t t i ng a second r evoke,  conceal i ng a car d i nvol ved i n a r evoke 
or  mi xi ng t he car ds pr emat ur el y.  

 
LAW 73 - COMMUNICATION  

 
A.  Appr opr i at e Communi cat i on bet ween Par t ner s  
 
1.  Communi cat i on bet ween par t ner s dur i ng t he auct i on and pl ay shal l  
be ef f ect ed onl y by means of  cal l s  and pl ays.  
 
2.  Cal l s and pl ays shoul d be made wi t hout  undue emphasi s,  manner i sm 
or  i nf l ect i on,  and wi t hout  undue hesi t at i on or  hast e.  But  Regul at i ng 
Aut hor i t i es may r equi r e mandat or y pauses,  as on t he f i r st  r ound of  
t he auct i on,  or  af t er  a ski p- bi d war ni ng,  or  on t he f i r st  t r i ck.  



 
B.  I nappr opr i at e Communi cat i on bet ween Par t ner s  
 
1.  Par t ner s shal l  not  communi cat e by means such as t he manner  i n  
whi ch cal l s or  pl ays ar e made,  ext r aneous r emar ks or  gest ur es,  
quest i ons asked or  not  asked of  t he opponent s or  al er t s and 
expl anat i ons gi ven or  not  gi ven t o t hem.  
 
2.  The gr avest  possi bl e of f ence i s f or  a par t ner shi p t o exchange 
i nf or mat i on t hr ough pr ear r anged met hods of  communi cat i on ot her  t han 
t hose sanct i oned by t hese Laws.  
 
C.  Pl ayer  Recei ves Unaut hor i zed I nf or mat i on f r om Par t ner  
 
When a pl ayer  has avai l abl e t o hi m unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on f r om hi s 
par t ner ,  such as f r om a r emar k,  quest i on,  expl anat i on,  gest ur e,  
manner i sm,  undue emphasi s,  i nf l ect i on,  hast e or  hesi t at i on,  an 
unexpect ed*  al er t  or  f ai l ur e t o al er t ,  he must  car ef ul l y  avoi d 
t aki ng any advant age f r om t hat  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on.  
 
D.  Var i at i ons i n Tempo or  Manner  
 
1.  I t  i s  desi r abl e,  t hough not  al ways r equi r ed,  f or  pl ayer s t o 
mai nt ai n st eady t empo and unvar yi ng manner .   However ,  pl ayer s shoul d 
be par t i cul ar l y car ef ul  when var i at i ons may wor k t o t he benef i t  of  
t hei r  s i de.   Ot her wi se,  uni nt ent i onal l y t o var y t he t empo or  manner  
i n whi ch a cal l  or  pl ay i s made i s not  i n i t sel f  an i nf r act i on.  
I nf er ences f r om such var i at i on may appr opr i at el y be dr awn onl y by an 
opponent ,  and at  hi s own r i sk.  
 
2.  A pl ayer  may not  at t empt  t o mi sl ead an opponent  by means of  
r emar k or  gest ur e,  by t he hast e or  hes i t ancy of  a cal l  or  pl ay ( as 
i n hesi t at i ng bef or e pl ayi ng a s i ngl et on) ,  t he manner  i n whi ch a 
cal l  or  pl ay i s made or  by any pur posef ul  devi at i on f r om cor r ect  
pr ocedur e.  
 
E.  Decept i on 
 

A pl ayer  may appr opr i at el y at t empt  t o decei ve an opponent  t hr ough a cal l  or  
pl ay ( so l ong as t he decept i on i s not  pr ot ect ed by conceal ed par t ner shi p 
under st andi ng or  exper i ence) .  
 

F.  Vi ol at i on of  Pr opr i et i es  
 
When a v i ol at i on of  t he Pr opr i et i es descr i bed i n t hi s l aw r esul t s i n damage 
t o an i nnocent  opponent ,  i f  t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  an i nnocent  pl a yer  
has dr awn a f al se i nf er ence f r om a r emar k,  manner ,  t empo,  or  t he l i ke,  of  
an opponent  who has no demonst r abl e br i dge r eason f or  t he act i on,  and who 
coul d have known,  at  t he t i me of  t he act i on,  t hat  t he act i on coul d wor k t o 
hi s benef i t ,  t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d an adj ust ed scor e ( see Law 12C) .  
 
*  i . e.  unexpect ed i n r el at i on t o t he basi s of  hi s act i on.  
 

LAW 74 - CONDUCT AND ETIQUETTE 

 
A.  Pr oper  At t i t ude 
 
1.  A pl ayer  shoul d mai nt ai n a cour t eous at t i t ude at  al l  t i mes.  
 
2.  A pl ayer  shoul d car ef ul l y  avoi d any  r emar k or  act i on t hat  mi ght  
cause annoyance or  embar r assment  t o anot her  pl ayer  or  mi ght  
i nt er f er e wi t h t he enj oyment  of  t he game.  
 
3.  Ever y pl ayer  shoul d f ol l ow uni f or m and cor r ect  pr ocedur e i n 
cal l i ng and pl ayi ng.  
 
B.  Et i quet t e 

 
As a mat t er  of  cour t esy a pl ayer  shoul d r ef r ai n f r om:  



 
1.  payi ng i nsuf f i c i ent  at t ent i on t o t he game.  
 
2.  maki ng gr at ui t ous comment s dur i ng t he auct i on and pl ay.  
 
3.  det achi ng a car d bef or e i t  i s  hi s t ur n t o pl ay.  
 
4.  pr ol ongi ng pl ay unnecessar i l y  ( as i n pl ayi ng on al t hough he knows 
t hat  al l  t he t r i cks ar e sur el y hi s)  f or  t he pur pose of  di sconcer t i ng 
an opponent .  
 
5.  summoni ng and addr essi ng t he Di r ect or  i n a manner    di scour t eous 
t o hi m or  t o ot her  cont est ant s.  
 
C.  Vi ol at i ons of  Pr ocedur e 

 
The f ol l owi ng ar e exampl es of  v i ol at i ons of  pr ocedur e:  
 

1.  usi ng di f f er ent  desi gnat i ons f or  t he same cal l .  
 
2.  i ndi cat i ng appr oval  or  di sappr oval  of  a cal l  or  pl ay.  
 
3.  i ndi cat i ng t he expect at i on or  i nt ent i on of  wi nni ng or  l osi ng a 
t r i ck t hat  has not  been compl et ed.  
 
4.  comment i ng or  ac t i ng dur i ng t he auct i on or  pl ay so as t o cal l  
at t ent i on t o a s i gni f i cant  occur r ence,  or  t o t he number  of  t r i cks 
st i l l  r equi r ed f or  success.  
 
5.  l ooki ng i nt ent l y at  any ot her  pl ayer  dur i ng t he auct i on and pl ay,  
or  at  anot her  pl ayer ’ s hand as f or  t he pur pose of  seei ng hi s car ds 
or  of  obser vi ng t he pl ace f r om whi ch he dr aws a car d ( but  i t  i s 
appr opr i at e t o act  on i nf or mat i on acqui r ed by uni nt ent i onal l y seei ng 
an opponent ’ s car d* ) .  
 
6.  showi ng an obvi ous l ack of  f ur t her  i nt er est  i n a deal  ( as by 
f ol di ng one’ s car ds) .  
 
7.  var yi ng t he nor mal  t empo of  bi ddi ng or  pl ay f or  t he pur pose of  
di sconcer t i ng an opponent .  
 
8.  l eavi ng t he t abl e needl essl y bef or e t he r ound i s cal l ed.  

 
*  See Law 73D2 when a pl ayer  may have shown hi s car ds i nt ent i onal l y.  
 
LAW 75 -  MI STAKEN EXPLANATI ON OR MI STAKEN CALL 
 
Af t er  a mi sl eadi ng expl anat i on has been gi ven t o opponent s t he 
r esponsi bi l i t i es of  t he pl ayer s ( and t he Di r ect or )  ar e as i l l ust r at ed by 
t he consequences of  t hi s f ol l owi ng exampl e:   
 
Nor t h has opened 1NT and Sout h,  who hol ds a weak hand wi t h l ong di amonds,  
has bi d 2♦,  i nt endi ng t o s i gn of f ;  Nor t h expl ai ns,  however ,  i n answer  t o 
West ’ s i nqui r y,  t hat  Sout h’ s bi d i s st r ong and ar t i f i c i al ,  aski ng f or  maj or  
sui t s.  
 
A.  Mi st ake Causi ng Unaut hor i zed I nf or mat i on 
 
Whet her  or  not  Nor t h’ s expl anat i on i s a cor r ect  st at ement  of  par t ner shi p 
agr eement ,  Sout h,  havi ng hear d Nor t h’ s expl anat i on,  knows t hat  hi s own 2♦  
bi d has been mi si nt er pr et ed.  Thi s knowl edge i s “ unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on”  
( see Law 16A) ,  so Sout h must  be car ef ul  t o avoi d t aki ng any advant age f r om 
t hat  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on ( see Law 73C) .  ( I f  he does,  t he Di r ect or  
shal l  awar d an adj ust ed scor e. )  For  i nst ance,  i f  Nor t h r ebi ds t wo no t r ump,  
Sout h has t he unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on t hat  t hi s bi d mer el y deni es a f our -
car d hol di ng i n ei t her  maj or  sui t ;  but  Sout h’ s r esponsi bi l i t y  i s  t o act  as 
t hough Nor t h had made a st r ong game t r y opposi t e a weak r esponse,  showi ng 
maxi mum val ues.  
 



B.  Mi st aken Expl anat i on 
 
The act ual  par t ner shi p agr eement  i s  t hat  2♦  i s a nat ur al  s i gnof f ;  t he 
mi st ake was i n Nor t h’ s expl anat i on.  Thi s expl anat i on i s an i nf r act i on of  
Law,  s i nce East - West  ar e ent i t l ed t o an accur at e descr i pt i on of  t he Nor t h -
Sout h agr eement  ( when t hi s i nf r act i on r esul t s i n damage t o 
East - West ,  t he Di r ect or  shal l  awar d an adj ust ed scor e) .  I f  Nor t h 
subsequent l y becomes awar e of  hi s mi st ake,  he must  i mmedi at el y not i f y t he 
Di r ect or .  Sout h must  do not hi ng t o cor r ect  t he mi st aken expl anat i on whi l e 
t he auct i on cont i nues;  af t er  t he f i nal  pass,  Sout h,  i f  he i s t o be decl ar er  
or  dummy,  shoul d cal l  t he Di r ect or  and must  vol unt eer  a cor r ect i on of  t he 
expl anat i on.  I f  Sout h becomes a def ender ,  he cal l s t he Di r ect or  and 
cor r ect s t he expl anat i on when pl ay ends.  
 
C.  Mi st aken Cal l  
 
The par t ner shi p agr eement  i s  as expl ai ned — 2♦ i s st r ong and ar t i f i c i al ;  
t he mi st ake was i n Sout h’ s cal l .  Her e t her e i s no i nf r act i on of  Law,  s i nce 
East - West  di d r ecei ve an accur at e descr i pt i on of  t he Nor t h - Sout h agr eement ;  
t hey have no c l ai m t o an accur at e descr i pt i on of  t he Nor t h- Sout h hands.  
( Regar dl ess of  damage,  t he Di r ect or  shal l  al l ow t he r esul t  t o st and;  but  
t he Di r ect or  i s  t o pr esume Mi st aken Expl anat i on,  r at her  t han Mi st aken Cal l ,  
i n t he absence of  evi dence t o t he cont r ar y. )  Sout h must  not  cor r ect  Nor t h’ s 
expl anat i on ( or  not i f y t he Di r ect or )  i mmedi at el y,  and he has no 
r esponsi bi l i t y  t o do so subsequent l y.  
 
LAW 76 - SPECTATORS 

 

A. Control 

 
1. Spectators in the playing area* are subject to the control of the 

Director under the regulations for the tournament. 

 
2.  Regul at i ng Aut hor i t i es and Tour nament  Or gani zer s who gr ant  f aci l i t i es 
f or  el ect r oni c t r ansmi ssi on of  pl ay as i t  occur s may est abl i sh by 
r egul at i on t he t er ms by whi ch such t r ansmi ssi ons ar e v i ewed and pr escr i be 
accept abl e conduct  f or  v i ewer s.  ( A v i ewer  must  not  communi cat e wi t h a 
pl ayer  i n t he cour se of  a sessi on i n whi ch t he l at t er  i s  pl ayi ng. )  
 

B. At the Table 

 

1. A spectator may not look at the hand of more than one player unless 

allowed by regulation. 

 

2. A spectator must not show any reaction to the bidding or play when a 

deal is in progress. 

 

3. During a round a spectator must refrain from mannerisms or remarks of 

any kind and must have no conversation with a player. 

 

4. A spectator must not disturb a player. 

 

5. A spectator at the table shall not draw attention to any aspect of the 

game. 

             
C.  Par t i c i pat i on 
 
1.  A spect at or  may speak as t o f act  or  l aw wi t hi n t he pl ayi ng ar ea*  onl y 
when r equest ed t o do so by t he Di r ect or .  
 
2.  Regul at i ng Aut hor i t i es and Tour nament  Or gani zer s may speci f y how t o deal  
wi t h i r r egul ar i t i es caused by spect at or s.  
     
 



 

 

D. Status 

 

Any person in the playing area*, other than a player or a tournament 

official, has the status of a spectator unless the Director specifies 

differently.         

 
*  The pl ayi ng ar ea i ncl udes al l  par t s of  t he accommodat i on wher e a pl ayer  
may be pr esent  dur i ng a sessi on i n whi ch he i s par t i c i pat i ng.  I t  may be 
f ur t her  def i ned by r egul at i on.  
 

LAW 77 – DUPLI CATE BRI DGE SCORI NG TABLE 
 
TRI CK SCORE 
Scor ed by decl ar er ’ s s i de i f  t he cont r act  i s  f ul f i l l ed.  
 

I F TRUMPS ARE:                                        
For  each odd t r i ck bi d and made 
  Undoubl ed                        20   20   30   30  
  Doubl ed                          40   40   60   60  
  Redoubl ed                        80   80   120  120 
 
AT A NO TRUMP CONTRACT 
For  f i r st  odd t r i ck bi d and made 
  Undoubl ed                        40 
  Doubl ed                          80 
  Redoubl ed                        160 
For  each addi t i onal  odd t r i ck  
  Undoubl ed                        30 
  Doubl ed                          60 
  Redoubl ed                        120 
 
A t r i ck scor e of  100 poi nt s or  mor e,  made on one boar d,  i s  GAME.  
A t r i ck scor e of  l ess t han 100 poi nt s i s  a PARTSCORE.  
 
PREMI UM SCORE 
Scor ed by decl ar er ’ s s i de 
 
SLAMS 
For  maki ng a s l am           Not  Vul ner abl e    Vul ner abl e 
 
Smal l  Sl am ( 12 t r i cks)       500               750 
bi d and made 
 
Gr and Sl am ( al l  13 t r i cks)   1000              1500 
bi d and made 
 
OVERTRI CKS 
For  each OVERTRI CK          Not  Vul ner abl e    Vul ner abl e  
( t r i cks made i n excess  
of  cont r act )  
  Undoubl ed                 Tr i ck Val ue       Tr i ck Val ue  
  Doubl ed                   100               200 
  Redoubl ed                 200               400 
 
PREMI UMS FOR GAME,  PARTSCORE,  FULFI LLI NG CONTRACT 
For  maki ng GAME vul ner abl e                          500 
For  maki ng GAME,  not  vul ner abl e                     300  
For  maki ng any PARTSCORE                            50  
For  maki ng any doubl ed,  but  not  r edoubl ed cont r act   50  
For  maki ng any r edoubl ed cont r act                    100  
 
UNDERTRI CK PENALTI ES 
Scor ed by decl ar er ’ s opponent s i f  t he cont r act  i s  not  f ul f i l l ed  
 
UNDERTRI CKS 
Tr i cks by whi ch decl ar er  f al l s  shor t  of  t he cont r act  



                            Not  Vul ner abl e    Vul ner abl e 
For  f i r st  under t r i ck  
  Undoubl ed                 50                100 
  Doubl ed                   100               200 
  Redoubl ed                 200               400 
For  each addi t i onal  
under t r i ck  
  Undoubl ed                 50                100 
  Doubl ed                   200               300 
  Redoubl ed                 400               600 
Bonus f or  t he f our t h 
and each subsequent  
under t r i ck  
  Undoubl ed                 0                 0  
  Doubl ed                   100               0  
  Redoubl ed                 200               0  
 

If all four players pass (see Law 22) each side enters a zero score. 

 

LAW 78 - METHODS OF SCORING AND CONDITIONS OF CONTEST 

 
A.  Mat chpoi nt  Scor i ng 
 
I n mat chpoi nt  scor i ng each cont est ant  i s  awar ded,  f or  scor es made by 
di f f er ent  cont est ant s who have pl ayed t he same boar d and whose scor es ar e 
compar ed wi t h hi s,  t wo scor i ng uni t s ( mat chpoi nt s or  hal f  mat chpoi nt s)  f or  
each scor e i nf er i or  t o hi s,  one scor i ng uni t  f or  each scor e equal  t o hi s,  
and zer o scor i ng uni t s f or  each scor e super i or  t o hi s.  
 
B.  I nt er nat i onal  Mat chpoi nt  Scor i ng 
 
I n i nt er nat i onal  mat chpoi nt  scor i ng,  on each boar d t he t ot al  poi nt  
di f f er ence bet ween t he t wo scor es compar ed i s conver t ed i nt o I MPs accor di ng 
t o t he f ol l owi ng scal e.  
 
Di f f er ence         Di f f er ence         Di f f er ence 
i n poi nt s  I MPs    i n poi nt s  I MPs    i n poi nt s  I MPs 
20–40      1       370–420    9       1500–1740  17 
50–80      2       430–490    10      1750–1990  18 
90–120     3       500–590    11      2000–2240  19 
130–160    4       600–740    12      2250–2490  20 
170–210    5       750–890    13      2500–2990  21 
220–260    6       900–1090   14      3000–3490  22 
270–310    7       1100–1290  15      3500–3990  23 
320–360    8       1300–1490  16      4000 &     24 
                                      upwar d 
 
C.  Tot al  Poi nt  Scor i ng 
 
I n t ot al  poi nt  scor i ng,  t he net  t ot al  poi nt  scor e of  al l  boar ds pl ayed i s 
t he scor e f or  each cont est ant .  
 
D.  Condi t i ons of  Cont est  
 
I f  appr oved by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y ot her  scor i ng met hods ( f or  exampl e 
conver si ons t o Vi ct or y Poi nt s)  may be adopt ed.  The Tour nament  Or gani zer  
shoul d publ i sh Condi t i ons of  Cont est  i n advance of  a t our nament  or  cont est .  
These shoul d det ai l  condi t i ons of  ent r y,  met hods of  scor i ng,  det er mi nat i on 
of  wi nner s,  br eaki ng of  t i es,  and t he l i ke.  The Condi t i ons must  not  
conf l i c t  wi t h l aw or  r egul at i on and shal l  i ncor por at e any i nf or mat i on 
speci f i ed by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y.  They shoul d be avai l abl e t o 
cont est ant s.  
 
LAW 79 - TRICKS WON 

 
A.  Agr eement  on Tr i cks Won 
 
1.  The number  of  t r i cks won shal l  be agr eed upon bef or e al l  f our  hands have 
been r et ur ned t o t he boar d.  



 
2.  A pl ayer  must  not  knowi ngl y accept  ei t her  t he scor e f or  a t r i ck t hat  hi s 
s i de di d not  wi n or  t he concessi on of  a t r i ck t hat  hi s opponent s coul d not  
l ose.   
 
B.  Di sagr eement  on Tr i cks Won 
 
I f  a subsequent  di sagr eement  ar i ses,  t he Di r ect or  must  be cal l ed,  t hen:  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  det er mi nes whet her  t her e has been a c l ai m or  concessi on 
and,  i f  so,  appl i es Law 69.  
 
2.  I f  1 does not  appl y t he Di r ect or  r ul es what  scor e i s t o be r ecor ded.  I f  
t he Di r ect or  i s  not  cal l ed bef or e t he r ound ends he r ul es i n accor dance 
with C below or Law 87, as appl i cabl e,  but  t her e shal l  be no obl i gat i on t o 
i ncr ease a s i de’ s scor e.  
 
C.  Er r or  i n Scor e 
 
1.  An er r or  i n comput i ng or  t abul at i ng t he agr eed- upon scor e,  whet her  made 
by a pl ayer  or  scor er ,  may be cor r ec t ed unt i l  t he expi r at i on of  t he per i od 
speci f i ed by t he Tour nament  Or gani zer .  Unl ess t he Tour nament  Or gani zer  
speci f i es a l at er *  t i me,  t hi s Cor r ect i on Per i od expi r es 30 mi nut es af t er  
t he of f i c i al  scor e has been made avai l abl e f or  i nspect i on.  
 
2.  Regul at i ons may pr ovi de f or  c i r cumst ances i n whi ch a scor i ng er r or  may 
be cor r ect ed af t er  expi r y of  t he Cor r ect i on Per i od i f  t he Di r ect or  and t he 
Tour nament  Or gani zer  ar e bot h sat i sf i ed beyond r easonabl e doubt  t hat  t he 
r ecor d i s wr ong.  
 
*  An ear l i er  t i me may be spec i f i ed when r equi r ed by t he speci al  nat ur e of  a 
cont est .  
 
LAW 80 -  REGULATI ON AND ORGANI ZATI ON 
 
A.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y  
 
1.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y under  t hese l aws i s  
 
   ( a)  f or  i t s  own wor l d t our nament s and event s t he Wor l d Br i dge 
Feder at i on.  
 
   ( b)  t he r espect i ve Zonal  Aut hor i t y f or  t our nament s and event s hel d under  
i t s  auspi ces.  
 
   ( c)  f or  any ot her  t our nament  or  event  t he Nat i onal  Br i dge Or gani zat i on 
i n whose t er r i t or y t he t our nament  t akes pl ace.  
 
2.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y has t he r esponsi bi l i t i es and power s speci f i ed 
i n t hese l aws.  
 
3.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may del egat e i t s  power s ( r et ai ni ng ul t i mat e 
r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t hei r  exer ci se)  or  i t  may assi gn t hem ( i n whi ch case i t  
has no f ur t her  r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t hei r  exer ci se) .   
 
B.  Tour nament  Or gani zer  
 
1.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may r ecogni ze an ent i t y,  desi gnat ed t he 
‘ Tour nament  Or gani zer ’ ,  whi ch subj ect  t o t he r equi r ement s of  t he Regul at i ng 
Aut hor i t y and t hese l aws  i s r esponsi bl e f or  ar r angi ng and pr epar i ng a 
t our nament  or  event .  The Tour nament  Or gani zer ’ s power s and dut i es may be 
del egat ed but  t he r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t hei r  per f or mance i s r et ai ned.  The 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y and t he Tour nament  Or gani zer  may be t he same body.  
 
2.  The Tour nament  Or gani zer ’ s power s and dut i es i ncl ude:  
 
   ( a)  appoi nt ment  of  t he Di r ect or .  I f  t her e i s no appoi nt ed Di r ect or  t he 
pl ayer s shoul d desi gnat e a per son t o per f or m hi s f unct i ons.  
 



   ( b)  t o make advance ar r angement s f or  t he t our nament ,  i ncl udi ng pl ayi ng 
quar t er s,  equi pment  and al l  ot her  l ogi st i cal  r equi r ement s.  
 
   ( c)  t o est abl i sh t he dat e and t i me of  each sessi on.  
 
   ( d)  t o est abl i sh t he condi t i ons of  ent r y.  
 
   ( e)  t o est abl i sh t he condi t i ons f or  bi ddi ng and pl ay i n accor dance wi t h 
t hese l aws,  t oget her  wi t h any speci al  condi t i ons ( as,  f or  exampl e,  pl ay 
wi t h scr eens – pr ovi s i ons f or  r ect i f i cat i on of  act i ons not  t r ansmi t t ed 
acr oss t he scr een may be var i ed) .  
 
   ( f )  t o announce r egul at i ons suppl ement ar y t o,  but  not  i n conf l i c t  wi t h,  
t hese Laws.  
 
   ( g)  ( i )  t o ar r ange*  f or  t he appoi nt ment  of  any assi st ant s r equi r ed f or  
t he Di r ect or .  
      ( i i )  t o appoi nt  ot her  st af f  and pr escr i be t hei r  dut i es and 
r esponsi bi l i t i es.  
 
   ( h)  t o ar r ange*  f or  ent r i es t o be accept ed and l i s t ed.  
 
   ( i )  t o est abl i sh sui t abl e condi t i ons of  pl ay and announce t hem t o t he 
cont est ant s.  
 
   ( j )  t o ar r ange*  f or  scor es t o be col l ect ed,  r esul t s t abul at ed,  and an 
of f i c i al  r ecor d made of  t hem.  
 
   ( k)  t o make sui t abl e ar r angement s f or  t he conduct  of  appeal s under  Law 
93.  
 
   ( l )  any ot her  power s and dut i es conf er r ed i n t hese l aws.  
 
*  I t  i s  nor mal  i n some j ur i sdi ct i ons f or  t he Di r ect or  t o assume 
r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  some or  al l  of  t he t asks t hat  t he Tour nament  Or gani zer  
i s  her e r equi r ed t o ar r ange.   
 
LAW 81 - THE DIRECTOR 

 

A. Official Status 

 
The Di r ect or  i s  t he of f i c i al  r epr esent at i ve of  t he Tour nament  Or gani zer .  
 
B.  Rest r i ct i ons and Responsi bi l i t i es  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  i s  r esponsi bl e f or  t he on- si t e t echni cal  management  of  t he 
t our nament .  He has power s t o r emedy any omi ssi ons of  t he Tour nament  
Or gani zer .  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  appl i es,  and i s bound by,  t hese Laws and suppl ement ar y 
r egul at i ons announced under  aut hor i t y gi ven i n t hese Laws.  
 
C.  Di r ect or ’ s Dut i es and Power s  
 
The Di r ect or  ( not  t he pl ayer s)  has t he r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  r ect i f y i ng 
i r r egul ar i t i es and r edr essi ng damage.  The Di r ect or ’ s dut i es and power s 
nor mal l y i ncl ude al so t he f ol l owi ng:  
 
 
1.  t o mai nt ai n di sci pl i ne and t o ensur e t he or der l y pr ogr ess of  t he game.  
 
2.  t o admi ni st er  and i nt er pr et  t hese Laws and t o advi se t he pl ayer s of  
t hei r  r i ght s and r esponsi bi l i t i es t her eunder .  
 
3.  t o r ect i f y  an er r or  or  i r r egul ar i t y of  whi ch he becomes awar e i n any 
manner ,  wi t hi n t he cor r ect i on per i od est abl i shed i n accor dance wi t h Law 
79C.  
 



4.  t o assess r ect i f i cat i on when appl i cabl e and t o exer ci se t he power s gi ven 
hi m i n Laws 90 and 91.  
 
5.  t o wai ve r ect i f i cat i on f or  cause,  i n hi s di scr et i on,  upon t he r equest  of  
t he non- of f endi ng s i de.  
 
6.  t o adj ust  di sput es.  
 
7.  t o r ef er  any mat t er  t o an appr opr i at e commi t t ee.  
 
8.  t o r epor t  r esul t s f or  t he of f i c i al  r ecor d i f  t he Tour nament  Or gani zer  
r equi r es i t  and t o deal  wi t h any ot her  mat t er s del egat ed t o hi m by t he 
Tour nament  Or gani zer .  
 
D.  Del egat i on of  Dut i es  
 
The Di r ect or  may del egat e any of  hi s dut i es t o assi st ant s,  but  he i s not  
t her eby r el i eved of  r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t hei r  cor r ect  per f or mance.  
 
LAW 82 - RECTIFICATION OF ERRORS OF PROCEDURE 

 
A.  Di r ect or ’ s Dut y  
 
I t  i s  t he r esponsi bi l i t y  of  t he Di r ect or  t o r ect i f y  er r or s of  pr ocedur e and 
t o mai nt ai n t he pr ogr ess of  t he game i n a manner  t hat  i s  not  cont r ar y t o 
t hese Laws.  
 
B.  Rect i f i cat i on of  Er r or  
 
To r ect i f y  an er r or  i n pr ocedur e t he Di r ect or  may:  
 
1.  awar d an adj ust ed scor e as per mi t t ed by t hese Laws.  
 
2.  r equi r e,  post pone,  or  cancel  t he pl ay of  a boar d.  
 
3.  exer ci se any ot her  power  gi ven t o hi m i n t hese Laws.  
    
 
C.  Di r ect or ’ s Er r or  
 
I f  a r ul i ng has been gi ven t hat  t he Di r ect or  s ubsequent l y det er mi nes t o be 
i ncor r ect ,  and i f  no r ect i f i cat i on wi l l  al l ow t he boar d t o be scor ed 
nor mal l y,  he shal l  awar d an adj ust ed scor e,  t r eat i ng bot h s i des as non -
of f endi ng f or  t hat  pur pose.  
 
LAW 83 - NOTIFICATION OF THE RIGHT TO APPEAL 

 
I f  t he Di r ec t or  bel i eves t hat  a r evi ew of  hi s deci s i on on a poi nt  of  f act  
or  exer ci se of  hi s di scr et i onar y power  coul d wel l  be i n or der ,  he shal l  
advi se a cont est ant  of  hi s r i ght  t o appeal  or  may r ef er  t he mat t er  t o an 
appr opr i at e commi t t ee.  
 
LAW 84 -  RULI NGS ON AGREED FACTS 
 
When t he Di r ect or  i s  cal l ed t o r ul e on a poi nt  of  l aw or  r egul at i on,  and 
t he f act s ar e agr eed,  he r ul es as f ol l ows:  
 
A.  No Rect i f i cat i on 
 
I f  no r ect i f i cat i on i s pr escr i bed by l aw,  and t her e i s no occasi on f or  hi m 
t o exer ci se hi s di scr et i onar y power s,  he di r ect s t he pl ayer s t o pr oceed 
wi t h t he auct i on or  pl ay.   
 
B.  Law Pr ovi des Rect i f i cat i on 
 
I f  t he case i s c l ear l y cover ed by a Law t hat  pr escr i bes t he r ect i f i cat i on 
f or  t he i r r egul ar i t y,  he det er mi nes t hat  r ect i f i cat i on and ensur es t hat  i t  
i s  i mpl ement ed.   
 



C.  Pl ayer ’ s Opt i on 
 
I f  a Law gi ves a pl ayer  a choi ce of  r ect i f i cat i on t he Di r ect or  expl ai ns t he 
opt i ons and sees t hat  t he choi ce i s made and i mpl ement ed.  
 
D.  Di r ect or ’ s Opt i on 
 
The Di r ect or  r ul es any doubt f ul  poi nt  i n f avour  of  t he non- of f endi ng s i de.  
He seeks t o r est or e equi t y.  I f  i n hi s j udgement  i t  i s  pr obabl e t hat  a non -
of f endi ng s i de has been damaged by an i r r egul ar i t y f or  whi ch t hese l aws 
pr ovi de no r ect i f i cat i on he adj ust s t he scor e ( see Law 12) .  
 



LAW 85 -  RULI NGS ON DI SPUTED FACTS 
 
When t he Di r ect or  i s  cal l ed upon t o r ul e on a poi nt  of  l aw or  r egul at i on i n 
whi ch t he f act s ar e not  agr eed upon,  he pr oceeds as f ol l ows:  
 
A.  Di r ect or ’ s Assessment  
 
1.  I n det er mi ni ng t he f act s t he Di r ect or  shal l  base hi s v i ew on t he bal ance 
of  pr obabi l i t i es,  whi ch i s t o say i n accor dance wi t h t he wei ght  of  t he 
evi dence he i s abl e t o col l ect .  
 
2.  I f  t he Di r ect or  i s  t hen sat i sf i ed t hat  he has ascer t ai ned t he f act s,  he 
r ul es as i n Law 84.  
 
B.  Fact s Not  Det er mi ned 
 
I f  t he Di r ect or  i s  unabl e t o det er mi ne t he f act s t o hi s  sat i sf act i on,  he 
makes a r ul i ng t hat  wi l l  per mi t  pl ay t o cont i nue.  
 
LAW 86 - IN TEAM PLAY OR SIMILAR 

 
A.  Aver age Scor e at  I MP Pl ay  
 
When t he Di r ect or  chooses t o awar d an ar t i f i c i al  adj ust ed scor e of  aver age 
pl us or  aver age mi nus i n I MP pl ay,  t hat  scor e i s  pl us 3 I MPs or  mi nus 3 
I MPs r espect i vel y.  Subj ect  t o appr oval  by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  t hi s 
may be var i ed by t he Tour nament  Or gani zer .  
 
B.  Non- bal anci ng Adj ust ment s,  Knockout  Pl ay  
 
When t he Di r ect or  awar ds non- bal anci ng adj ust ed scor es ( see Law 12C)  i n 
knockout  pl ay,  each cont est ant ’ s scor e on t he boar d i s cal cul at ed 
separ at el y.  The aver age of  t he t wo scor es i s t hen assi gned t o each 
cont est ant .  
 
C.  Subst i t ut e Boar d 
 
The Di r ect or  shal l  not  exer ci se hi s Law 6 aut hor i t y t o or der  one boar d 
r edeal t  when t he f i nal  r esul t  of  a mat ch wi t hout  t hat  boar d coul d be known 
t o a cont est ant .  I nst ead,  he awar ds an adj ust ed scor e.  
 
D.  Resul t  Obt ai ned at  Ot her  Tabl e 
 
I n t eam pl ay when t he Di r ect or  awar ds an adj ust ed scor e ( excl udi ng any 
awar d t hat  ensues f r om appl i cat i on of  Law 6D2) ,  and a r esul t  has been 
obt ai ned*  bet ween t he same cont est ant s at  anot her  t abl e,  t he Di r ect or  may 
assi gn an adj ust ed scor e i n I MPs or  t ot al  poi nt s ( and shoul d do so when 
t hat  r esul t  appear s f avour abl e t o t he non- of f endi ng s i de) .  
 
*  i f  commenced bet ween t he same t wo cont est ant s at  anot her  t abl e t he boar d 
may be compl et ed 
 



LAW 87 - FOULED BOARD 

 

A.  Def i ni t i on 
 
A boar d i s consi der ed t o be ‘ f oul ed’  i f  t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes t hat  a car d 
( or  mor e t han one)  was di spl aced i n t he boar d,  or  i f  he det er mi nes t hat  t he 
deal er  or  vul ner abi l i t y  di f f er ed bet ween copi es of  t he same boar d,  and t he 
cont est ant s who shoul d have had a scor e compar i son di d not  pl ay t he boar d 
i n i dent i cal  f or m f or  such r eason.  
 
B.  Scor i ng 
 
I n scor i ng a f oul ed boar d t he Di r ect or  det er mi nes as c l osel y as possi bl e 
whi ch scor es wer e obt ai ned on t he boar d i n i t s  cor r ect  f or m and whi ch i n 
t he changed f or m( s) .  He di v i des t he scor es on t hat  basi s i nt o gr oups and 
r at es each gr oup separ at el y as pr ovi ded i n t he r egul at i ons f or  t he 
t our nament .  ( I n t he absence of  a r el evant  r egul at i on t he Di r ect or  sel ect s 
and announces hi s met hod. )  
 
LAW 88 - AWARD OF INDEMNITY POINTS 

 
See Law 12C2.  
 
LAW 89 -  RECTI FI CATI ON I N I NDI VI DUAL EVENTS 
 
See Law 12C3.  
 
LAW 90 - PROCEDURAL PENALTIES 

 
A.  Di r ect or ’ s Aut hor i t y  
 
The Di r ect or ,  i n addi t i on t o i mpl ement i ng t he r ect i f i cat i ons i n t hese Laws,  
may al so assess pr ocedur al  penal t i es f or  any of f ence t hat  undul y del ays or  
obst r uct s t he game,  i nconveni ences ot her  cont est ant s,  v i ol at es cor r ect  
pr ocedur e,  or  r equi r es t he awar d of  an adj ust ed scor e at  anot her  t abl e.  
 
B.  Of f ences Subj ect  t o Pr ocedur al  Penal t y  
 
The f ol l owi ng ar e exampl es of  of f ences subj ect  t o pr ocedur al  penal t y ( but  
t he of f ences ar e not  l i mi t ed t o t hese) :  
 
1.  ar r i val  of  a cont est ant  af t er  t he speci f i ed st ar t i ng t i me.  
 
2.  undul y s l ow pl ay by a cont est ant .  
 
3.  di scussi on of  t he bi ddi ng,  pl ay or  r esul t  of  a boar d,  whi ch may be 
over hear d at  anot her  t abl e.  
 
4.  unaut hor i zed compar i son of  scor es wi t h anot her  cont est ant .  
 
5.  t ouchi ng or  handl i ng of  car ds bel ongi ng t o anot her  p l ayer  ( see Law 7) .  
 
6.  pl aci ng one or  mor e car ds i n an i ncor r ect  pocket  of  t he boar d.  
 
7.  er r or s i n pr ocedur e ( such as f ai l ur e t o count  car ds i n one’ s hand,  
pl ayi ng t he wr ong boar d,  et c. )  t hat  r equi r e an  adj ust ed scor e f or  any 
cont est ant .  
 
8.  f ai l ur e t o compl y pr ompt l y wi t h t our nament  r egul at i ons or  wi t h 
i nst r uct i ons of  t he Di r ect or .  
 
LAW 91 - PENALIZE OR SUSPEND 

 
A.  Di r ect or ’ s Power s  
 
I n per f or mi ng hi s dut y t o mai nt ai n or der  and di sci pl i ne,  t he Di r ect or  i s  
empower ed t o assess di sci pl i nar y penal t i es i n poi n t s or  t o suspend a 
cont est ant  f or  t he cur r ent  sessi on or  any par t  t her eof .  The Di r ect or ’ s 



deci s i on under  t hi s c l ause i s f i nal  and may not  be over r ul ed by an appeal s 
commi t t ee ( see Law 93B3) .  
 
B.  Ri ght  t o Di squal i f y  
 
The Di r ect or  i s  empower ed t o di squal i f y  a cont est ant  f or  cause,  subj ect  t o 
appr oval  by t he Tour nament  Or gani zer .  
 
LAW 92 - RIGHT TO APPEAL 

 
A.  Cont est ant ’ s Ri ght  
 
A cont est ant  or  hi s capt ai n may appeal  f or  a r evi ew of  any r ul i ng made at  
hi s t abl e by t he Di r ect or .  Any such appeal ,  i f  deemed t o l ack mer i t ,  may be 
t he subj ect  of  a sanct i on i mposed by r egul at i on.  
 
B.  Ti me of  Appeal  
 
The r i ght  t o r equest  or  appeal  a Di r ect or ’ s r ul i ng expi r es 30 mi nut es af t er  
t he of f i c i al  scor e has been made avai l abl e f or  i nspect i on unl ess t he 
Tour nament  Or gani zer  has speci f i ed a di f f er ent  t i me per i od.  
 
C.  How t o Appeal  
 
Al l  appeal s shal l  be made t hr ough t he Di r ect or .  
 
D.  Concur r ence of  Appel l ant s  
 
An appeal  shal l  not  be hear d unl ess  
 
1.  i n a pai r s event  bot h member s of  t he par t ner shi p concur  i n maki ng t he 
appeal  ( but  i n an i ndi v i dual  cont est  an appel l ant  does not  r equi r e hi s 
par t ner ’ s concur r ence) .  
 
2.  i n a t eam event  t he t eam capt ai n concur s i n maki ng t he appeal .  
 
LAW 93 - PROCEDURES OF APPEAL 

 
A.  No Appeal s Commi t t ee 
 
The Di r ect or  i n char ge shal l  hear  and r ul e upon al l  appeal s i f  t her e i s no 
Appeal s Commi t t ee ( or  al t er nat i ve ar r angement  under  Law 80B2( k) ) ,  or  i f  
such cannot  oper at e wi t hout  di st ur bi ng t he or der l y pr ogr ess of  t he 
t our nament .  
 
B.  Appeal s Commi t t ee Avai l abl e 
 
I f  a commi t t ee i s avai l abl e,  
 
1.  The Di r ect or  i n char ge shal l  hear  and r ul e upon such par t  of  t he appeal  
as deal s sol el y wi t h t he Law or  r egul at i ons.  Hi s r ul i ng may be appeal ed t o 
t he commi t t ee.  
 
2.  The Di r ect or  i n char ge shal l  r ef er  al l  ot her  appeal s t o t he commi t t ee 
f or  adj udi cat i on.  
 
3.  I n adj udi cat i ng appeal s t he commi t t ee may exer ci se al l  power s assi gned 
by t hese Laws t o t he Di r ect or ,  except  t hat  t he commi t t ee may not  over r ul e 
t he Di r ect or  i n char ge on a poi nt  of  l aw or  r egul at i ons,  or  on exer ci se of  
hi s Law 91 di sci pl i nar y power s.  ( The commi t t ee may r ecommend t o t he 
Di r ect or  i n char ge t hat  he change such a r ul i ng. )  
 
C.  Fur t her  Possi bi l i t i es of  Appeal  
 
1.  Regul at i ng Aut hor i t i es may est abl i sh pr ocedur es f or  f ur t her  appeal s 
af t er  t he f or egoi ng pr ocedur es have been exhaust ed.  Any such f ur t her  
appeal ,  i f  deemed t o l ack mer i t ,  may be t he subj ect  of  a sanct i on i mposed 
by r egul at i on.  
 



2.  The Di r ect or  i n char ge or  t he Appeal s Commi t t ee may r ef er  a mat t er  f or  
l at er  consi der at i on by t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y.  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y 
has aut hor i t y t o r esol ve any mat t er  f i nal l y .  
 
3.  ( a)  Not wi t hst andi ng 1 and 2 above,  wher e deemi ng i t  cr uci al  t o t he 
pr ogr ess of  t he t our nament  t he Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may assi gn t he 
r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  deal i ng f i nal l y  wi t h any appeal  t o t he r espect i ve 
t our nament  Appeal s Commi t t ee and,  al ong wi t h t he par t i es t o t he appeal ,  i s  
t hen bound by t he out come.  
 
   ( b)  Wi t h due not i ce gi ven t o t he cont est ant s a Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y may 
aut hor i ze t he omi ssi on or  modi f i cat i on of  such st ages as i t  wi shes of  t he 
appeal s pr ocess set  out  i n t hese Laws. *  
 
*  The Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y i s  r esponsi bl e f or  compl i ance wi t h any nat i onal  
l aw t hat  may af f ect  i t s  act i on.  
 

I ndex t o t he 2007 Laws compi l ed by Ri char d Hi l l s and based on or i gi nal  wor k on t he 

1997 Laws by Ri ck Assad.  

 



Adj ust ed Scor e      DEFN 
 Appl i cat i on of  pl ayer     12A 

Ar t i f i c i al  Adj ust ed Scor e    12C1( d) ,  12C2 
Assi gned Adj ust ed Scor e    12C1 
Aver age      12C2( a)  
Aver age mi nus      12C2,  86A 
Aver age pl us      12C2,  86A 
Awar di ng      12C 
Bal ance,  need not      12C1( f )  
Damage       12B1 
Di r ect or ’ s own i ni t i at i ve    12A 
I ncor r ect  r ect i f i cat i on of  i r r egul ar i t y   12A3 

  I ndemni t y,  l aws pr ovi de no    12A1 
 Nor mal  pl ay i mpossi bl e    12A2 
  Team pl ay      86 
 Wi l d or  gambl i ng,  non- of f endi ng si de  12C1( b)  
 
Agr eement  
See Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Ai ds t o memor y,  cal cul at i on or  t echni que 40C3( a)  
 
Al er t         DEFN 

Di scl osur e      40B2( a)  
Fai l ur e t o,  mi st aken expl anat i on   20F5( a)  
Fai l ur e t o,  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on  16B1( a) ,  73C 
Unexpect ed,  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on  16B1( a) ,  73C 

 
Appeal         92,  93 

Adj udi cat i on      93B2 
Al l  ot her s      93B2 
Ar r angement s f or      80B2( k) ,  93A 

  Capt ai n      92A,  92D 
Commi t t ee avai l abl e     93B 

  Commi t t ee power s      93B3 
  Concer ns l aw      93B1 

Concur r ence of  appel l ant s     92D 
  Cont est ant ’ s r i ght  t o    92A 
 Fur t her  possi bi l i t i es of     93C 
  Made t hr ough Di r ect or     92C 
  No Appeal s Commi t t ee    93A 

Not i f i cat i on of  r i ght  t o    83 
Pr ocedur es      93 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  assi gn f i nal i t y   93C3( a)  
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  f ur t her  pr ocedur es  93C1 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  nat i onal  l aw  93 f oot not e 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  omi t  or  modi f y   93C3( b)   

 Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  r ef er r al  t o   93C2 
 Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y,  r esol ve f i nal l y   93C2 

Ti me of       92B 
Wi t hout  mer i t       92A,  93C1 

 
Ar r angement  of  t abl es     3 
 
Ar t i f i ci al  Adj ust ed Scor e     12C1( d) ,  12C2 
See al so Adj ust ed Scor e 
 
Ar t i f i ci al  cal l       DEFN,  40B1( b)  
 Ar t i f i c i al  pass     DEFN,  30C 
 
Assi gned Adj ust ed Scor e     12C1 
See al so Adj ust ed Scor e 
 
Assi gnment  of  Seat s      5 

Change of  Di r ect i on or  Tabl e   5B 
 
Auct i on       DEFN 
See al so Auct i on Per i od 
 
Auct i on Per i od      17 

Auct i on      DEFN 
Car d exposed or  l ed dur i ng    24 
Car ds t aken f r om wr ong boar d   17D 
Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od    22B1 
Commencement  of  auct i on    DEFN 
Commencement  of  Auct i on Per i od   17A 
End of  auct i on     17E,  22A 



End of  Auct i on Per i od    17E,  22B 
Expl anat i on of  cal l s dur i ng   20F 
Pr ocedur e af t er      22B,  41 
Revi ew,  af t er  f i nal  pass     20C 
Revi ew,  bef or e openi ng l ead f aced   41B 
Revi ew,  dur i ng Auct i on Per i od   20B 
Revi ew,  r esponded t o by opponent    20D 
Successi ve cal l s      17C 

 
Aut hor i zed i nf or mat i on     16 
 Ar i s i ng f r om l aw or  r egul at i on   16A1( c)  
 Est i mat e of  scor e     16A2 

Legal  cal l s and pl ays     16A1( a)  
Opponent s’  t r ai t s      16A2 

 Pr i or  possessi on,  not  pr ecl uded by l aw  16A1( d)  
 Requi r ement s of  t our nament  r egul at i ons   16A2 
 Wi t hdr awn act i on,  non- of f endi ng si de  16D1 
 
Aver age mi nus scor e      12C2,  86A 
 
Aver age pl us scor e      12C2,  86A 
 
Aver age scor e       12C2( a)  
Not e:  An “ Aver age scor e”  i s not  i dent i cal  t o a “ Zer o scor e” .  
 
Awar eness of  pot ent i al  damage    23 
 
Bi d        DEFN 
See al so Cal l  

Af t er  auct i on has ended    39 
Bef or e a pass out  of  r ot at i on   30B 
Di f f er ent  met hods     18F 
I nsuf f i c i ent  bi d     27 
I nsuf f i c i ent  bi d,  accept ed    27A1 
I nsuf f i c i ent  bi d,  not  accept ed   27B 

    I nsuf f i c i ent  bi d,  out  of  r ot at i on   27A2,  31 
Mi st aken      21B1( b) ,  75 
Out  of  r ot at i on     31 
Pr oper  f or m      18A 
Rank of  t he denomi nat i ons     18E 
Seven,  mor e t han     38 
Suf f i c i ent       18C 
Super sede      18B 

 
Boar d        DEFN 
See al so Deal  
 Deal er  and Vul ner abi l i t y     2 

Dupl i cat e      2 
Dupl i cat i on of      6F 
Foul ed boar d      87 
Movement  of       8A 
Nor mal  pl ay i mpossi bl e    12A2 
Pl acement  of       7A 
Removal  of  car ds  f r om    7B 
Ret ur ni ng car ds t o     7C 
Wr ong boar d      15 
Wr ong boar d,  di scover ed dur i ng auct i on  15C 
Wr ong boar d,  not  pr evi ousl y pl ayed  15A 
Wr ong boar d,  pr evi ousl y pl ayed   15B 

 
Cal cul at i on,  ai ds t o    40C3( a)  
 
Cal l         DEFN 

Based on cal l er ’ s mi sunder st andi ng  21A 
Based on mi si nf or mat i on    21B 
By cor r ect  pl ayer      28B 
Change by opponent  f ol l owi ng cor r ect i on  21B2 
Change of  cal l ,  i nt ent i onal    25B 
Change of  cal l ,  uni nt ent i onal    25A 
Expl anat i on of      20F 
I n r ot at i on,  consi der ed t o be   28 
I nadmi ssi bl e      35 
I nadmi ssi bl e act i on,  obl i gat i on t o pass   37 
I nadmi ssi bl e bi d,  mor e t han seven   38 
I nadmi ssi bl e cal l ,  af t er  f i nal  pass   39 
I nadmi ssi bl e doubl e     36 
I nadmi ssi bl e r edoubl e    36 



Not  c l ear l y r ecogni zed    20A 
Out  of  r ot at i on     29 
Out  of  r ot at i on,  accept ed    29A 
Out  of  r ot at i on,  ar t i f i c i al    29C 
Out  of  r ot at i on,  cancel l ed ( wi t hdr awn)   16D,  28B 
Out  of  r ot at i on,  LHO’ s t ur n   25,  28B 
Ret ent i on of  r i ght  t o cal l     17E2 
Revi ew and expl anat i on of     20 
RHO r equi r ed t o pass     28A 
Si mul t aneous      33 
Subst i t ut e cal l  accept ed    25B1 
Subst i t ut e cal l  not  accept ed   25B2 
Too l at e t o change cal l     21B3 
Wi t hdr awn,  of f endi ng si de    16D2 
Wi t hdr awn,  l ead r est r i ct i ons    26 
Wi t hdr awn,  non- of f endi ng si de   16D1 

 
Cal l  f or  car d 
See Car d 
 
Cancel l ed 
See Wi t hdr awn act i on 
 
Car d 

Cannot  be f ound     14A2 
Compul sor y pl ay of      45C 
Cor r ect i on of  uni nt ended desi gnat i on  45C4( b)  
Count i ng of       7B2 
Desi gnat ed or  named     45C4( a)  
Desi gnat i ng dummy’ s car d,  compl et e   46A 
Desi gnat i ng dummy’ s car d,  er r oneous   46B 
Desi gnat i ng dummy’ s car d,  i ncompl et e  46B 
Desi gnat i ng dummy’ s car d,  uni nt ended  45C4( b) ,  46B 
Dummy i ndi cat es     45F 
Dummy mi spl ays     45D 
Exposed,  decl ar er      48 
Exposed,  def ender      49 
Exposed,  dur i ng Auct i on Per i od   24 
Fi f t h car d pl ayed t o t r i ck     45E 
I ncor r ect  number  of      13 
I nspect i on of       7B2,  66 
Mi ssi ng      14 
Penal t y Car d      49,  50 
Penal t y Car d,  f ai l ur e t o pl ay    52 
Penal t y Car ds,  t wo or  mor e    51 
Pl ayed       45 
Rank       1 
Removal  f r om boar d     7B1 
Removal  f r om wr ong boar d    17D 
Ret ai ni ng possessi on of     7B3 
Ret ur ni ng t o boar d     7C 
Revoke 
See Revoke 
Shuf f l e af t er  pl ay f i ni shed   7C 
Shuf f l e and deal      6 

 Wi t hdr awn ( r et r act ed)  car d    16D,  47 
 
Car d mi ssi ng       14 
 I nf or mat i on f r om r epl acement    14C 

Not i ced at  any l at er  t i me    14B 
Not i ced bef or e pl ay commences    14A 

 
Change of  pl ay      47 

Mi si nf or mat i on     47E 
 
Cl ai m        68,  69,  70 
See al so Concessi on 

Agr eed cl ai m or  concessi on    69 
Agr eed cl ai m or  concessi on,  est abl i shed  69A 
Agr eement  wi t h c l ai m or  concessi on wi t hdr awn 69B 
Cl ar i f i cat i on      68C,  70B 
Cont est ed      70 
Def i ni t i on of       68A 
Li ne of  pl ay,  Di r ect or ’ s consi der at i ons   70D 
Li ne of  pl ay,  unst at ed    70E 
Nor mal  pl ay      70 f oot not e 
Out st andi ng t r ump     70C 



Pl ay ceases      68D,  70D3 
 
Cl ar i f i cat i on Per i od    22B1,  41 
 
Communi cat i on       73 
See al so I nf or mat i on 

Bet ween par t ner s,  appr opr i at e   73A 
Bet ween par t ner s,  i nappr opr i at e   73B 
Manner        73D 
Pr ear r anged      73B2 
Tempo       73D 
Unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on f r om par t ner   73C 

 
Concessi on       68,  69,  70,  71 
See al so Cl ai m 

Agr eed cl ai m or  concessi on    69 
Agr eed cl ai m or  concessi on,  est abl i shed  69A 
Agr eement  wi t h c l ai m or  concessi on wi t hdr awn 69B 
Cancel l at i on of      71 
Cont est ed      70A 
Def i ni t i on of       68B1 
Nor mal  pl ay      71 f oot not e 
Pl ay cont i nues af t er  par t ner ’ s obj ect i on 68B2  

 
Conduct        74 
 
Cont est ant        DEFN 
 
Cont r act        DEFN,  22 
 
Convent i on       40B1( b)  
See al so Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Convent i on Car d 
See Syst em Car d 
 
Cor r ect  pr ocedur e      74C,  90 

Cour t esy      74A1 
Det achi ng car d     74B3 
Di scour t eous manner ,  Di r ect or  cal l   74B5 
Enj oyment  of  t he game    74A2 
Et i quet t e      74B 
Fast  pl ay,  di sconcer t i ng    74C7 
Gr at ui t ous comment s     74B2 
I nsuf f i c i ent  at t ent i on    74B1 
Lack of  f ur t her  i nt er est     74C6 
Leavi ng t he t abl e needl essl y    74C8 
Requi r ement  t o f ol l ow    74A3 
Si gni f i cant  occur r ence    74C4 
Sl ow pl ay,  di sconcer t i ng    74C7 
Sl ow pl ay,  undue     90B2 
Sl ow pl ay,  unnecessar y    74B4 
Var yi ng t empo,  di sconcer t i ng   74C7 
Vi ol at i ons of  pr ocedur e,  exampl es    74C    

        
Cor r ect i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y,  pr emat ur e 9C 
 
Cor r ect i on Per i od      79C 
 
Count i ng car ds      7B2 
 
Cour t esy       74A1 
 
Deal         DEFN,  6B 

At  Di r ect or ’ s  i nst r uct i ons r edeal    6D3 
Car ds i ncor r ect l y deal t  or  exposed  6D1 
Di f f er ent  met hod,  deal i ng or  pr e- deal i ng6E4 
Di r ect or ’ s opt i ons on deal i ng   6E 
No r edeal       86C 
No r esul t ,  deal t  wi t hout  shuf f l e   6D2 
Redeal        6D 

 
Deal er  and vul ner abi l i t y     2 
 
Decept i on       73E 
 
Deck 



See Sor t ed deck 
 
Decl ar er        DEFN 

Decl ar er  af t er  openi ng l ead out  of  t ur n  54A 
 
Def ect i ve t r i ck      67 
 
Def ender        DEFN 
 
Def i ni t i ons       DEFN 
 
Denomi nat i on       DEFN 

Rank       1,  18E 
 
Di r ect or        81 

Del egat i on of  dut i es    81D 
Di scr et i onar y power s     12 
Di squal i f y       91B 
Er r or  by Di r ect or      82C 
Power s       81C 
Ref er  quest i on     83 
Responsi bi l i t i es      81B 
Suspend      91A 
St at us       81A 
Summoni ng      9B1 

 
Di sci pl i nar y Penal t y    91A 
 
Di scl osur e 

Al er t  
See Al er t  
Expl anat i on of  cal l s     20F 
I ncor r ect  pr ocedur e     20G 

 Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
See Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 

 
Does        I NTRO 
 
Doubl e        DEFN  

I nadmi ssi bl e      19A,  27B3,  36 
Legal        19A1 
Of  i ncor r ect l y st at ed bi d    19A3 
Out  of  r ot at i on     32 
Pr oper  f or m      19A2 
Scor i ng      77 
Super seded      19C 
 

Doubl ed cont r act       19D 
Scor i ng      77 

 
Dummy        DEFN 

Desi gnat i ng car d t o be pl ayed f r om  46 
Faced hand      41D 
I ndi cat es car d     45F 
Li mi t at i ons      43 
Ri ght s,  absol ut e     42A 
Ri ght s,  qual i f i ed     42B 

 
Dupl i cat i on of  boar d    6F 
 
End of  l ast  r ound      8C 
 
End of  r ound       8B 
 
End of  sessi on      8C 
 
Enj oyment  of  t he game     74A2 
 
Equi t y        12C1( c)  
 
Event         DEFN 
 
Expl anat i on 

Cal l s       20F 
Cor r ect i ng er r or s      20F5,  75B 
Def ender ’ s car d pl ay     20F2 
Mi st aken,  pr esumed     21B1( b) ,  75C 



Mi st aken,  unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on  75A 
 
Ext r aneous       DEFN 
 
Fact s 
 Agr eed       84 
 Di sput ed      85 
 St andar d of  pr oof      85A1 
 
Fi nal  pass,  r evi ew of  auct i on    20C 
 
Fol l ow sui t        DEFN 
 
For f ei t ur e of  t he r i ght  t o r ect i f i cat i on 11 
 
Foul ed boar d       87 
 
Game        DEFN 
 
Hand        DEFN 
 
Honour         DEFN 
 
I MP ( I nt er nat i onal  Mat chpoi nt )     DEFN,  78B 
 
I nadmi ssi bl e cal l       35 
 
I ncor r ect  number  of  car ds     13 
 
I ncor r ect  r ect i f i cat i on     12A3 
 
I ndemni t y,  l aws pr ovi de no     12A1 
 
I ndi vi dual  event s      12C3 
 
I nf or mat i on       16 
See al so Communi cat i on 

Aut hor i zed      16 
Cal l s or  pl ays,  l egal     16A1( a)  
Cal l s or  pl ays,  wi t hdr awn    16D 
Decept i ve,  appr opr i at e    73E 
Decept i ve,  no demonst r abl e br i dge r eason 73F 
Ext r aneous,  f r om ot her  sour ces    16C 
Ext r aneous,  f r om Par t ner     16B 
Tr ai t s of  opponent s      16A2 
Unaut hor i zed      16 

 
I nf r act i on       DEFN,  72B 
See al so I r r egul ar i t y 

Conceal       72B3 
I nt ent i onal       72B1 
Own si de      72B2 

 
I nsuf f i ci ent  bi d      18D,  27 

Accept ed      27A1 
Adj ust ed scor e,  non- of f endi ng si de damaged 27D 
Meani ng of  i nsuf f i c i ent  and r epl acement  cal l s  27 f oot not e 
Not  accept ed      27B 
Of f ender ’ s par t ner  per haps per pet ual l y passi ng 27B2,  27B3,  27B4 
Out  of  r ot at i on     27A2,  31 
Pr emat ur e r epl acement     27C 
Repl aced at  l owest  l evel ,  non- ar t i f i c i al  27B1( a)  
Repl aced by anot her  i nsuf f i c i ent  bi d  27B4 
Repl aced by cal l  wi t h same meani ng  27B1( b)  
Repl aced by doubl e or  r edoubl e   27B3 

 
I nt er nat i onal  Mat chpoi nt  ( I MP)     DEFN,  78B 
 
I nt er pr et at i on of  t he Laws     I NTRO 
 
I nt r oduct i on       I NTRO 
 
I r r egul ar i t y       DEFN 
See al so I nf r act i on 

Af t er  at t ent i on i s dr awn    9B 
Assessment  of  r ect i f i cat i on   10 
Awar eness of  pot ent i al  damage   23 



Caused by spect at or      76C2 
Choi ce af t er       10C 
Dr awi ng at t ent i on t o    9A 
No f ur t her  act i on     9B2 
Opponent s’  r i ght s      9B1( d)  
Pl ayer ’ s r i ght s      9B1( c)  
Pr emat ur e cor r ect i on    9C 
Pr event i on of       9A3 
Pr ocedur e f ol l owi ng     9 
Ret ent i on of  r i ght s      9B1( c)  
Summoni ng t he Di r ec t or     9B1( a) ,  9B1( b)  

 
Lead        DEFN 

I nabi l i t y t o l ead as r equi r ed   59 
Not  accept ed      54D,  55B 
Openi ng l ead,  f ace down    41A 
Openi ng l ead,  f aced     41C 
Out  of  t ur n      53,  54,  55 
Out  of  t ur n,  accept ed    53,  54,  55A 
Out  of  t ur n,  by decl ar er     53,  54E,  55 
Out  of  t ur n,  by def ender     53,  54 
Out  of  t ur n,  f aced openi ng l ead   54 
Out  of  t ur n,  f ace down openi ng l ead  41A,  47E2 
Out  of  t ur n,  mi si nf or mat i on   47E1 
Pr emat ur e      57    

 Rest r i ct i ons,  i f  cal l  wi t hdr awn   26 
 Rest r i ct i ons,  i f  penal t y car d( s)    50,  51 

Si mul t aneous      58 
 
LHO ( Lef t  hand opponent )      DEFN 
 
Logi cal  al t er nat i ve      16B1( b)  
 
Mandat or y pauses      73A2 
 
Mat chpoi nt        DEFN,  78A 
 
May        I NTRO 
 
May not        I NTRO 
 
Memor y,  ai ds t o      40C3( a)  
 
Mi si nf or mat i on 

Cal l  based on mi si nf or mat i on   21B 
Change of  pl ay     47E 

 
Mi ssi ng car d       14 

Not i ced at  any l at er  t i me    14B 
Not i ced bef or e pl ay commences    14A 

 
Mi st aken Cal l        21B1( b) ,  75 
 
Mi st aken Expl anat i on    21B1( b) ,  75 
 
Movement  

Of  boar ds      8A 
Of  pl ayer s      8A 

 
Must         I NTRO 
 
Nat i onal  Br i dge Or gani zat i on    80A1( c)  
 
Non- of f endi ng si de 

Act i on by      11A 
Wi t hdr awn act i on aut hor i zed i nf or mat i on  16D1 

 
Nor mal  pl ay i mpossi bl e     12A2 
 
Obl i gat i on t o pass,  act i on vi ol at i ng   37 
 
Odd t r i ck       DEFN,  18A 
 
Openi ng l ead       DEFN 

Face down      41A 
Faced       41C 
Out  of  t ur n      54 



 
Opponent        DEFN 

Opponent s’  r i ght s      9B1( d)  
 
Opt i ons 

Advant ageous      10C3,  10C4 
Choi ce among      10C2 
Expl anat i on of      10C1 

 
Over t r i ck       DEFN 
 
Pack        DEFN,  1 
 
Par t ner        DEFN 

Ext r aneous i nf or mat i on f r om   16B 
 
Par t ner shi p agr eement  
See Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Par t ner shi p under st andi ng     40 
 Ai ds t o memor y,  cal cul at i on or  t echni que 40C3( a)  
 Adj ust ed scor e     40B4,  40B6( b)  

Ar t i f i c i al  meani ng     40B1( b)  
Convent i on      40B1( b)  
Devi at i on f r om     40B2( d) ,  40C 
Di scl osur e,  al l  speci al  knowl edge   40B6( a)  
Di scl osur e,  f ai l ur e t o    40B4 
Di scl osur e,  i nf er ences     40B6( a)  
Di scl osur e,  par t i al      40B6( b)  
Di scl osur e,  r epeat ed vi ol at i ons    40C3( b)  
Dut y t o make avai l abl e bef or e commenci ng 40A1( b)  
Expl i c i t       40A1( a)  

 I mpl i c i t       40A1( a) ,  40C1 
 I nf or mat i on conveyed t hr ough   40A2 
 Psychi c act i on     40B2( d) ,  40C 
 Speci al       40B 
 Syst em car d      40B2( a)  
 Syst em car d,  consul t at i on of    20G2 

Undi scl osed  40A3,  40B4,  40C1,  40C3( b)  
 
Par t ner shi ps       4 
 
Par t scor e       DEFN 
 
Pass        DEFN 

Act i on vi ol at i ng obl i gat i on t o   37 
Ar t i f i c i al       30C 
Damagi ng enf or ced     23 
Out  of  r ot at i on     30 
Out  of  r ot at i on af t er  any bi d   30B 
Out  of  r ot at i on bef or e any bi d   30A 
Out  of  r ot at i on when ar t i f i c i al    30C 

 
Pauses,  mandat or y      73A2 
 
Penal t y       DEFN 
See al so Rect i f i cat i on 

Di sci pl i nar y Penal t y     91 
Pr ocedur al  Penal t y      90 
Pr ocedur al  Penal t y,  i ndi v i dual  event s   12C3 
Repeat ed vi ol at i ons of  di scl osur e   40C3( b)  

 
Penal t y Car d       DEFN,  50 
 Decl ar er  or  dummy     48A 
 Def ender       49 

Fai l ur e t o pl ay      52 
Two or  mor e      51 

 
Pl acement  of  boar d      7A 
 
Pl ay        DEFN 

Af t er  an i l l egal  pl ay     60 
Af t er  i r r egul ar i t y      60A 
Commencement  of      41 
I nabi l i t y t o f ol l ow sui t     44D 
I nabi l i t y t o pl ay as r equi r ed   59 
Lead       44A 



Pr emat ur e      57 
Pr ocedur e of       44 
Requi r ement  t o f ol l ow sui t     44C 
Si mul t aneous      58 
Subsequent  pl ays      44B 

 
Pl ay Per i od       DEFN 
 Commencement  of      41C 

Expl anat i on of  cal l s dur i ng   20F2 
 
Pl ayer s       3,  4,  5 

Movement  of       8A 
 
Pl ayi ng ar ea       76 f oot not e 
 
Power s 

Di r ect or ’ s di scr et i onar y     12 
Di r ect or ’ s dut i es and    81C 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y     80A 
Tour nament  Or gani zer     80B 

 
Pr emat ur e 

Cor r ect i on of  an i r r egul ar i t y    9C 
Lead or  pl ay by a def ender     57 

    
Pr emi um poi nt s      DEFN,  77 
 
Pr ocedur e 

Auct i on Per i od 
See Auct i on Per i od 
Af t er  est abl i shment  of  a r evoke   64 
Cor r ect  
See Cor r ect  pr ocedur e 
Di r ect or ’ s dut y      81,  82A 
Di r ect or ’ s er r or      82C 
Pl ay       44 
Rect i f i cat i on of  er r or  i n    82 
Responsi bi l i t y f or      7D 

 
Pr ocedur al  Penal t y      90 

Assessed i ndependent l y     90A 
Compar i ng scor es      90B4 

 Di r ect or ’ s aut hor i t y     90A 
 Er r or s i n pr ocedur e     90B7 
 Loud di scussi on     90B3 
 Fai l ur e t o compl y pr ompt l y     90B8 
 Mi spl aci ng car ds     90B6 
 Of f ences subj ect  t o     90B 
 Sl ow pl ay      90B2 
 Tar di ness      90B1 
 Touchi ng car ds     90B5 
 
Pr oof ,  st andar d of       85A1 
 
Pr opr i et i es,  vi ol at i on of      73F 
 
Psychi c cal l        DEFN,  40 
See al so Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Quest i on 

Cal l s,  act ual l y made    20F1,  20F2 
Cal l s,  r el evant  but  not  made   20F1,  20F2 
Cal l s,  i nf er ences     20F1,  20F2 
Concer ni ng auct i on bef or e openi ng l ead  41B 
Si ngl e cal l       20F3 
Unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on    16B1( a) ,  73C 

 
Rank 

Car ds and sui t s      1 
Denomi nat i ons      18E 
Desi gnat i on of      46B3 
I ncompl et e desi gnat i on of     46B1,  46B5 

 
Rect i f i cat i on       DEFN 

Act i on by non- of f endi ng si de   11A 
Af t er  f or f ei t ur e of  t he r i ght  t o   11B 
Assessment  of       10 



Cancel l at i on of  enf or cement    10B 
Doubt f ul  poi nt      84D 
For f ei t ur e of  t he r i ght  t o    11 
I ncor r ect       12A3 
I r r egul ar i t y caused by spect at or    76C2 
Revoke 
See Revoke 
Ri ght  t o assess     10A 
Undul y sever e or  advant ageous    12B2 
Wai ver        10B,  81C5 

 
Redeal         6D 
 No r edeal       86C 
 
Redoubl e       DEFN 

I nadmi ssi bl e      19B,  27B3,  36 
Legal        19B1 
Of  an i ncor r ect l y st at ed bi d   19B3 
Out  of  r ot at i on     32 
Pr oper  f or m      19B2 
Super seded      19C 

 
Redoubl ed cont r act       19D 

Scor i ng      77 
 
Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y    80A 
 Assi gn power s      80A3 
 Del egat e power s     80A3 

Fur t her  possi bi l i t i es of  appeal    93C 
May be Tour nament  Or gani zer    80B1 

 Nat i onal  Br i dge Or gani zat i on   80A1( c)  
 Responsi bi l i t i es and power s    80A2 
 Wor l d Br i dge Feder at i on    80A1( a)  
 Zonal  Aut hor i t y      80A1( b)  
 
Resul t  
See al so Scor e 

Agr eement  on      65D,  79A 
Cancel l ed      13C 
No r esul t  can be obt ai ned    12C2 
No r esul t ,  deal t  wi t hout  shuf f l e   6D2 
Most  f avour abl e r esul t ,  l i kel y    12C1( e) ( i )  
Most  unf avour abl e r esul t ,  at  al l  pr obabl e 12C1( e) ( i i )  
Obt ai ned at  ot her  t abl e i n t eam pl ay   86D 

 
Ret ent i on of  r i ght  t o cal l      17E2 
 
Ret r act ed ( wi t hdr awn)  car d     47 
See al so Wi t hdr awn act i on 
 
Revi ew 

Auct i on      20C2,  41B 
Af t er  compl et i on of  pl ay     65C 
Af t er  f i nal  pass      20C 
At  t ur n t o cal l      20B 
Cal l  not  c l ear l y r ecogni zed   20A 
Cal l s        20 
Cont r act       41C 
Cor r ect i on of  er r or      20E 
Cur r ent  t r i ck       66A 
Own l ast  car d      66B 
Responded by an opponent     20D 
Qui t t ed t r i cks     66C 

 
Revoke        61,  62,  63,  64 

Af t er  cal l s t o next  deal     64B4 
Af t er  r ound has ended    64B5 
Bef or e par t ner  pl ays t o t wel f t h t r i ck   62D2 
By f ai l ur e t o pl ay a f aced car d   64B3 
Cor r ect i on      62 
Def i ni t i on      61A 
Equi t y       64C 
Est abl i shed      63A 
I nqui r i es      61B 
Rect i f i cat i on assessed    64A 
Rect i f i cat i on not  assessed    64B 
Pr ocedur e af t er  est abl i shment    64 



Twel f t h t r i ck       62D 
 
RHO ( Ri ght  hand opponent )      DEFN 
 
Ri ght  t o assess r ect i f i cat i on    10A 
 
Ri ght  t o cal l ,  r et ent i on of     17E2 
 
Ri ght s 

Dummy’ s      42 
Opponent ’ s,  af t er  Di r ect or  summoni ng  9B1( d)  
Pl ayer ’ s,  af t er  Di r ect or  summoni ng  9B1( c)  

 
Rot at i on       DEFN 
 
Round        DEFN 

End of        8B 
End of  l ast  r ound     8C 

 
Rul i ngs 

Agr eed f act s       84 
Di sput ed f act s      85 
St andar d of  pr oof      85A1 

 
Scor e,  adj ust ed 
See Adj ust ed scor e 
 
Scor i ng 

Doubl ed cont r act      19D 
Er r or        79C 
Foul ed boar d      87 
I nt er nat i onal  mat chpoi nt  ( I MP)    78B 
Mat chpoi nt       78A 
Ot her  met hods      78D 
Redoubl ed cont r act      19D 
Scor i ng t abl e      77 
Tot al  poi nt       78C 

 
Sessi on       DEFN 

At  t abl e t hr oughout      7D 
Compass di r ect i on dur i ng    5 
Dat e and t i me      80B2( c)  
Di f f er ent  meani ng of     DEFN 
End of        8C 
Par t ner shi ps dur i ng     4 
Scor e obt ai ned i n t he    12C2 
Suspend a cont est ant  f or  t he   91A 

 
Shal l         I NTRO 
 
Shoul d        I NTRO 
 
Shuf f l e       6A 

At  Di r ect or ’ s i nst r uct i ons     6D3 
Di r ect or ’ s opt i ons      6E 
New       6D 
No shuf f l e      6D2 

 
Si de        DEFN 
 
Sl am        DEFN 
 
Sor t ed deck       DEFN,  6D2 
See al so Pack 
 
Speci al  par t ner shi p under st andi ng    40B1( a)  
See al so Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Spect at or        76 
 At  t he t abl e      76B 

Caused i r r egul ar i t y      76C2 
Cont r ol       76A 
Par t i c i pat i on      76C 
St at us       76D 

 
St andar d of  pr oof       85A1 
 



Subst i t ut e boar d      6D3 
 I n t eam pl ay      86C 
 
Subst i t ut e pl ayer       4 
 
Sui t         DEFN,  1 
 Desi gnat i on of      46B2 

I ncompl et e desi gnat i on    46B3,  46B5 
 
Syst em car d       40B2( a)  
 Consul t       20G2 
 Consul t  opponent ’ s      40B2( c)  
 Consul t  own      40B2( b)  
 
Team        DEFN 
See al so Cont est ant  
 
Team pl ay       86 
 Aver age scor e at  I MP pl ay     86A 
 Non- bal anci ng adj ust ment s,  knockout  pl ay  86B 
 Resul t  obt ai ned at  ot her  t abl e i n t eam pl ay  86D 
 Subst i t ut e boar d     86C 
 
Techni que,  ai ds t o      40C3( a)  
 
Tempo or  manner       73D 
 I nf er ences      73D1 
 Mi sl ead      73D2 
 Pur posef ul  devi at i on    73D2 
 Uni nt ent i onal  var i at i on    73D1 
 
Tour nament  Or gani zer     80B 

Accept  and l i st  ent r i es     80B2( h)  
Advance ar r angement s     80B2( b)  
Appeal s      80B2( k) ,  93A 
Appoi nt  Di r ect or      80B2( a)  
Appoi nt  Di r ect or ’ s assi st ant s    80B2( g) ( i )  
Appoi nt  ot her  st af f      80B2( g) ( i i )  
Bi ddi ng and pl ay,  condi t i ons    80B2( e)  
Bi ddi ng and pl ay,  speci al  condi t i ons   80B2( e)  
Condi t i ons of  Cont est     78D,  80B2( i )  
Condi t i ons of  ent r y      80B2( d)  
Cor r ect i on Per i od     79C 
Dat e and t i me of  sessi on    80B2( c)  
May be Regul at i ng Aut hor i t y    80B1 
Power s and dut i es      80B2 
Power s and dut i es,  del egat e   80B1 
Power s and dut i es,  ot her     80B2( l )  
Scor i ng      80B2( j )  
Suppl ement ar y r egul at i ons     80B2( f )  
Tasks,  Di r ect or  t o assume r esponsi bi l i t y  80 f oot not e 
Ti me of  appeal      92B 

 
Tr i ck        DEFN 

Ar r angement  of      65 
Def ect i ve      67 
Fi f t h car d pl ayed     45E 
I nspect i on of       66 
Pl ayer  mi xes hi s car ds     65D,  66D 
Revi ew of  t he pl ay      66D 
Tur ni ng      45G 
Won       79 

 
Tr i ck poi nt s       DEFN,  77 
     
Tr ump        DEFN 

Tr i cks cont ai ni ng     44E 
Tr i cks not  cont ai ni ng    44F 

 
Tur n        DEFN 
 
Unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on     16 
 Ext r aneous i nf or mat i on    16A3 
 Ext r aneous i nf or mat i on f r om ot her  sour ces  16C 

Ext r aneous i nf or mat i on f r om par t ner   16B,  73C 
Logi cal  al t er nat i ve     16B1( b)  
Wi t hdr awn act i on,  of f endi ng si de   16D2 



 
Under st andi ng 
See Par t ner shi p under st andi ng 
 
Under t r i ck       DEFN 
 Scor i ng      77 
 
Undul y sever e or  advant ageous r ect i f i cat i on  12B2 
 
Uni nt ended       DEFN 
 
Var i at i ons i n t empo or  manner     73D 
 
Vul ner abi l i t y       DEFN 
 Deal er  and      2 

Scor i ng      77 
 
Wai ver  of  r ect i f i cat i on     10B,  81C5 
 
Wi t hdr awn act i on      DEFN,  16D 
 Aut hor i zed i nf or mat i on non- of f endi ng si de 16D1 
 Cal l ,  i nt ended     25B 

Cal l ,  uni nt ended     25A 
Cancel l ed i s a     DEFN 
Car d,  uni nt ended desi gnat i on   45C4( b)  
Car d,  wi t hdr awn ( r et r act ed)    47 
Lead r est r i ct i ons     26 

 Unaut hor i zed i nf or mat i on of f endi ng si de 16D2 
 
Wor l d Br i dge Feder at i on     80A1( a)  
 
Zonal  Aut hor i t y      80A1( b)  
 
Zer o scor e       77 
Not e:  A “ Zer o scor e”  i s not  i dent i cal  t o an “ Aver age scor e” .  

  
 


